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HEADQUARTERS '
NINETY-SIXTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H), A, A, T, sRS/dte
0ffice of the Awards Officer
AP0 559

. Uo ﬂ- m’.
201 x 20,6 2 Mareh 1945,

SUBJECT: Distinguished Flying Cross Recommendation,

T : Second Lieutenant Raoul A, de Mars, O-ZLUYB77, Army Air Yorces,

1, The following is & true copy of the narrative recommending you for the
Distinguighed Flying Cross, This recommendation was considered by an awards board
at higher hegdgarters and the Air Medal awarded ingtead for the action inwolved,

Lisutenant RAOUL A, DeMARS distinguished himgelf by his heroism &nd skill while
gerving as co-pilot of a B.l7 aireraft on a high altitude bombardment mission to
gtettin, Germany, 11 April 1944,

Lieutenant DalAR's aircraft was fiown in No, 6 position of the high squadron of
a composite group led by aircraft of the 338th Bombardmeant Group, The pilot was 2nd
Lieutenant KENNETH E, BETHER, 0»75}8’47.

Approximately an hour and & hal f before reaching the target area, the formation
of which Lieutenant DelAR's ghip was a part was attacked by a large force of twine
engine enemy fighter aireraft, which knocked down two of the bombers in the high
squadron and partially disabied No. 2 engine and wrecked No, 3 mupercharger on his
airplane, Lieutenants BETHE and DeMARS, despite this damage which seriously affected
the power of the ghip, skillfully maneuvered their Fortress into No, 4 position in
the formation when the pléne in that position was shot down, :

Over the target a gecond wave of enemy fighters attacked, The attackers thisg
time were FW-190 's, Two singleled out Lieutenant DeMAR'sg ghip and made vicious,
close=-in thrusts, coming as near &g 15 feet from the bomber, A 20 mm, shell from
one of the attackers burst in the cockpit and Lieutenant DeMARS received a sgerious
and painful facial wound, Nevertheless he remained at his controls, giving the
greatest poasible assistance to the pilot until shock and lose of blood made it im-
possible for him to continue, when he made his way to the radio reom whers he
received first aid and wag able to 1ie down, By this time he was neariy unable to
see, the wound having gwollen his eyes, particularly the right, almost shmt,

In the second attack, the ship was so badly crippled that a crash landing was
necessary, The pilot brought the ship down in Danish territory. Both wings came
off and the fuselage crumpled in the middle when the plane hit, Yet in spite of
the shock of the crash landing and the weakness and pa8in resmlting from his wound,
and acting with the greatest courage and the most praigeworthy devotion to the
wel fare of the others in the crew in refusing to allow himgelf to be in any way an
impediment to their swift flight to safety, Lieutenant DeMARS played his full part
as & menber of his combat "team" in sffecting its eventual escape to neutral terri-
tory, disdaining at all times any special atteation or privilege his condition might
have warranted but which could have held up their progress for even @ moment, His
gtubborn courage was a prinfipal factor in the remarkable escape of this crew, which
entersd neutral territory as an intact unit ~~ ten men who came through hell together,

The skill, the coolness and the great courage ghown by Lieutenant DeMARS reflects
the highest crgdit upon himgelf and the Army Air Forces,
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Marcus J, Lemley (s)
MARCUS J, LBMLEY, (t)
Lt, Col.,, Air Corps,

€O, 339th Bomb Sq (H).

200,56 1st Ind, JLT/ gur
HEADQUARTERS, 96TH BOMBARIMENT GROUP (E), AAF, AFO 559, U, S. Amy, 6 May 19Uk,
T™: Commanding General, 3d Bombardment Division, AP0 559, U, 8, Army,

1, Approved, Lieutenant DeMARS is deserving of high praise for his heroic
devotion to his comrades and to the skill and coolness hLe displeyed &s a Co~Pilot
on this occasion,

Jemes L, Travis (s)
JAMBS L, TBAVIS, (t)
Colonel, Air Copps,
Command ing,
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