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lilissing Air C:!'e w Rero.a lio. 2644

A1l cre,.{ neDbers with exceptio& of pilot, aaYigator and uyeelf
bailed out wlthin flfteen 8i1e radius of, Tønd.er, nennark, r,Tithln
fj.ve ncinutes after plane was hlt. Approx. tinse 1600 hou.r§.

Euergency controls on navigator's escape hatch and bonb bays

dldn't fu.r1ctioB. Crew all bailed out of $,aist door. I,t. Sahner
was shot in chest, Lt. Costales was shot 1n chest, Ey right leg
was broken. lt. Sahner rras so badlJr injured that he cou.ldrrt
bail out. He was buudd with the plane.

Stephen A. Kish
2nd It. , 0-802760

STATEMENI

S T A.[ E M E N T

Yfhen plane crash landed lt. Sahner revlved sufficie4tljr to speak.
the pilot who was nortally wou-nded attenpted. to lift trt. Sahner
out but yJas urable to d.o so because of his i.njury and other cause6
such as fire etc.

Ihe pilot later related the fact that l,t. Sahler upon revival ånal

seeing that llothirg couLd be done requeated that he be shot rather
than to buxl alive, Request cou-ld not be fu-lfil1ed as lilot dj.d

not have a gr]]1. Pilot and co-p1Lot uade heroi-c attelopts over alxd

beyond the call of,. duty to rescue 4avigator but cou-ld not do so

because of terrific fire and danger of explodlng aroeunltiou plus
their owr sustained i-njuries fron eneuy fire. Lt. Sahler was Later
found partj.ally burned in the wreckage. His body was re!0o]/ed. and

taken together with the other crew nenber and given a christlan
burial by the Danish people in a cenetery which, I urderstand,
contaired the bodies of other American as well as British flyers.
lhe people of Tønder, Demark should be able to supply further
infomation as they were. responsible for our rvell being and
excellent care. I suggest the use of uy naue in [øn-der d.uri4g your
i4vestigatlon because I was the best reneobered for ey abi-lity to
converse in nanish. In a recent letter !,hich I recei"ved frou there
I refer J-oL to a nan who k4ows what took place.

Mr. Anders Petersen, Hospiral fnspector.
lars E. Skoug
2nd. Lr. a-66979O


