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Foto fra Lester Schrenk - krigsfange som 620 andre i www.airmen.dk
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Photo from Lester Schrenk - POW like 620 others on www.airmen.dk

Photo from Lester Schrenk

am 11944 blev Lester Schrenk’s B-17 42-31377 ramt af Hans
Hermann Miiller, som lod besatningen springe ud over
Thy. I april 2012 takkede Les HHM i Heidelberg i Tysk-
land. Til jul sendte HHM et foto af sin JU 88.

Sz In 1944 Lester Schrenk’s B-17 42-31377 was hit by Hans
Hermann Miiller who let the crew bail out over Thy. In
April 2012 Les thanked HHM in Heidelberg, Germany. At
Christmas HHM sent a photo of his JU 88.

Photo: Anders Straarup

Den 21. april 2013 overvaerede Adrianne Mary, hendes familie og an-
dre fra England og New Zealand en hgjtidelighed ved Bogballe, hvor
deres kere omkom for 70 dr siden. Hun 3 &r gammel, da hun mistede
sin far. De 7 flyvere blev begravet i Esbjerg.

2 On 21 April 2013 Adrianne Mary, her family and others from Great
Britain and New Zealand attended a ceremony near Bogballe where
their loved ones perished 70 years ago. She was 3 years old when she

lost her father. The 7 airmen were buried in Esbjerg.

Photo and names: Ann Iordan the daughter of Kenneth Emery
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Peter Laycock RAF - ? - George Long RAF - Nicodéme Guilonard RNN - Alan Harding RAF - Anthony Smith RNZAF - Walter Spencer RCAF
Thomas Theaker RCAF - Frederick Orritt RAF - Kenneth Emery RAF - Windsor Gale RAF

Bes®tning fra 5 nationer mindes
hvert ar i Aarestrup den 4. maj

1 Jeg har i dag talt med et medlem af menighedsridet ved Aarestrup

Kirke. Han forteller at hvert eneste ar den 4. maj om aftenen bliver der
holdt en gudstjeneste i kirken i anledning af arsdagen for Anden Verden-
skrigs slutning i Danmark, aftenen hvor tyskerne overgav sig.

Efter denne gudstjeneste bliver der forst sat rode, hvide og bla blom-
ster i vdbenhuset ved en mindeplade for Svend Otto Nielsen, der blev
henrettet af i 1944 af tyskerne, fordi han var meget aktiv i modstands-
bevagelsen.

Han var sgn af skovfoged Nielsen. Det var ved skovfoged Nielsen
kisterne med besztningen fra N/206 blev anbragt i dagene mellem de
blev fundet i skoven og begravelsen 22. juni 1947.

Efterfolgende bliver der holdt en mindehgjtidelighed ved gravene.
En person fra Aarestrup, udpeget af presten, legger forst en krans pa
gravstedet.

moni bliver der holdt et mede i Aarestrup forsamlingshus. Her bliver
sunget et par salmer, drukket kaffe eller the og serveret kage og der bliver
snakket i al almindelighed.

Kransen bliver stdende pd gravstedet til den er vissen.

Gudstjenesten i Aarestrup Kirke er blevet atholdt hvert eneste ér siden
1945 om aftenen 4. maj. Vi ved ikke pracis hvornir traditionen med at
holde en efterfolgende ceremoni ved gravene er begyndt, men vi ved med
sikkerhed at den er blevet holdt hvert ar de sidste 48 ar. Sandsynligvis
har ceremonien med at legge en krans og synge salmen fundet sted hvert
eneste ar siden 1948.

Gravstedet bliver vedligeholdt og betalt af Aarestrup Kirke. Gravstenene
bliver vedligeholdt af den britiske gravkommission, CWGC. Kransen
der sa@ttes pa graven 4. maj betales af Aarestrup Kirke.

Derefter bliver der holdt en kort mindetale og sunget en salme. En helt
speciel salme, der ofte bliver benyttet ved begravelser (Altid frejdig nar
du gar). Samtidig har den salme en helt speciel tilknytning til nogen

Gravstedet er fredet og skal bevares i al evighed.
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www.airmen.dk mindes allierede flyvere skudt ned over Danmark 1939-45. Nasten over Tyskland eller mineudlegninger i danske farvande. De fleste af flyene over Dan- ° begivenheder under Anden Verdenskrig i Danmark. Efter denne cere- 22.maj 2012 Niels Norgaard Nielsen
alle styrtede ned i Danmark eller i havet omkring Danmark. Hvis en enkelt flyver mark blev styret af Bomber Command, som havde et samlet tab pa mere end 55.000 lere e ere e ravet 2 Ste er
kendes, nzvnes hele besztningen. flyvere. Omkring 37.000 amerikanske flyvere fra baser i UK blev drzbt eller formodet
drabt.
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Databasen indeholder 463 fly og 3.081 allierede flyvere. Under krigen blev Danmark All d b d 1 ! ‘_i l f bt
overflgjet omkring 40.000 gange af fly, der var pa vej til eller fra bombenedkastninger Nogle hovedtal her - se mere i www.airmen.dk : le alr m en ur le ln P aces rew ro m natlo ns CO mmemo rate
Total Begravet i DK 2013 Ingen kendt grav Andre I airmen.dk ot
Royal Air Force 38.305 730 520 385 1.635 RAF V cver y y car 11n arestru P on ay
Royal Canadian Air Force 9.887 165 130 88 383 RCAF
Royal Australian Air Force 4.034 75 43 30 148 RAAF 84
Royal New Zealand Air Force 1.674 32 29 19 80 RNZAF S ' ‘
Polish Air Force 924 21 4 11 36 PAF > 2 Today I talked to a member of the parochial church council (?f Photo:  Niels Norgaard Nielsen
Royal Norwegian Air Force > 1 1 0 ) RNAF 0 . . Aares'trup Church. He related th-at every year on 4 May a ceremony is
53 19 Frederikshavn held in the church on the occasion of the end of WW?2 in Denmark,
Royal Netherlands Navy ? 1 0 0 1 RNN 20 _
the evening when the Germans surrendered.
Andre 534 0 0 After thi 4 whi d blue f laced in th h
: _ ) = 201 TV o = 34 ter this ceremony red, white and blue flowers are placed in the porc
United!States Army Air Force : : at a memorial plaque to Otto Nielsen who was executed by the Ger-
Tot-al, Bomber Comn.land 55.358 | -1.030 928 1.123 3.081 Total 2 . 107 mans in 1944, because he was very active in the resistance movement.
United States Army Air Force ?| USAAF: 133 Hjemtaget i 1948 ol 41608 115 He was the son of forest ranger Nielsen. The coffins with the crew of
90 82 & 123 N/206 were placed at forest ranger Nielsen’s in the days b h
_ . ys between the
En kendt grav 1362 Ingen kendt grav 928 Krigsfanger 621 Ikke krigstanger 170 Total 3081 36 8 117_Aarestrup time when they were found in the forest and the funeral on 22 June
1947.
27 4 116 72 4
5 ¥ o Subsequently a memorial ceremony is held at the graves. First a person
16 0 15 from Aarestrup selected by the vicar places a wreath at the plot. Then a
¥ About AirmenDK o 40 7 short memorial speech is held and a hymn is sung.
100 £ 11 A very special hymn which is often used at funerals. (Altid frejdig nar
www.airmen.dk commemorates Allied airmen shot down over Denmark 1939 - 1945. or minelaying operations in Danish waters. Most of the planes over Denmark were 5; o 38 du gir - Always dauntless when you tread -). That hymn is also con-
Nearly all of them crashed in Denmark or in Danish waters. If one airman is known, controlled by Bomber Command which had a total loss of more than 55,000 airmen. & 13 nected to some events during WW2 in Denmark. After this ceremony
all of the crew members are mentioned. About 37,000 American airmen from bases in the UK were killed or presumed killed. 9 23 a meeting is held in Aarestrup Village Hall. Here we sing a couple of
11 85 s 67 15122 hymns and have a cup of coffee or tea with some cake and a chat.
The database contains 463 planes and 3,081 Allied airmen. Allied planes flew over 63 101
Denmark about 40,000 times on their way to and from bombing raids on Germany Some main figures - see more on www.airmen.dk : 114 3 2 123 83 The wreath remains at the plot till it has withered away.
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Total Buried in DK 2013 No known grave Others In airmen.dk 2 L 43 in the evening of 4 May.
Royal Air Force 38,305 730 520 385 1,635 RAF 7 14 Esbjerg 58 . ° We do not know exactly when the tradition with a subsequent ceremo-
Royal Canadian Air Force 9,887 165 130 88 383 RCAF 69 89 ny at the graves started, but we know with certainty that it has been
Royal Australian Air Force 4,034 75 43 30 148 RAAF 99 109 25 80 @ 47 held every year in the latest 48 years. Most likely the ceremony with
Royal New Zealand Air Force 1,674 32 29 19 30 RNZAF 37 798 1 8856 " ! wreathlaying and singing of the hymn has taken place every year since
Polish Air Force 924 21 4 11 36 PAF 45 A N 71 o 1948.
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BT — 39 e t 8 4 ) - The plot is kept and paid by Aarestrup Church. The headstones are kept
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S by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. The wreath placed at
Others 534 0 0 O 78 81 .
: : ndl® 4 the plot on 4 May is paid by Aarestrup Church.
United States Army Air Force ? 5 201 133+457 796 USAAF ' 57 50 2 61
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Total, Bomber Command 55,358 1,030 928 1.123 3.081 Total 79 The plot is protected and is to be maintained in perpetuity. == 12013 lagde Ann Jordan kransen pa sin fars grav.
United States Army Air Force ?| USAAF: 133 taken home 1948
24 % In 2013 Ann Jordan laid the wreath on her father’s grave.
A known grave 1362 No known grave 928 Prisoners of War 621 Not POWs 170 Total 3081 22 May 2012 Niels Norgaard Nielsen



