On the afterncon of November 4th,, 1943, we were Lriefed for
a 'Gardening trip' in the Baltle, Bomber Command were sending 20 alir-
erel’t, Including four from 75 Squadron, to mine the watera belween the
Horth of Denmark and Sweden, chiefly to make things e blt atleky for the
'Tirpltz' 1f she attempted to come down from Norway for repalrs in the
naval doclkyard at Hisl, It was golng to ke a leng trip with all tanks
full and three minea, We were alsc warned of bad vizibility over baas
by the time we returned, in which cese we would plek up & signal while
out over the ses, diverting us to Loaslemouth, therefore we were ito
take ocur tollet kit and szome spare cesh with ua,

On golng out to the klts we collected the rest of our equlip-
ment, harness, parachutea, K Type dinghys ete. Then, aettled abt our
stations in the mechine we had a short wali befors we received the
algnal to texl out. On the edge of the run~-way we did ocur checks then
BEi1ll called to me '2800!' end I essed the pilteh levers right down, Bill
gradually pushed the four throttles forward and with an increasing
roaring of metors the heavily laden alrcraft began to move forward., Ve
were taling off right into the asetting sun which did not make thinga
any easler, La we gathered 8speed T notileced a red headed W, AL, F, wav-
ing to us from the edge of the runaway, - T presums wishing ua pgocd
luck and all that sort of thing. I remember peasiy~ soms comment to
B11ll about one of hls girl friends sesing him off, or something of like
nature, A3 we staggered up off the runawsy I immedistely astarted to
get up the undercart and bring the pitch down to 2400 and start the
flapa comlng 1n. The green llghts showed the undercart to be safely
tucked in then the flap Indicator showed the flaps in and I settled to
watech out for other aireraft while we were climoing, We did not elimb
very high but, 1f I remewmber rightly, sst coursse at about 4000 ft.

After meking my bombing checl (which wes.very simple - only
three stationa out of twenty seven belng loaded &nd no camersa or flash)
I elimbed inte the front turret, had ancther lock at my guna, set the
Fo & 5. to Plre and lald my black beg wlth maps, seross my kness, Aa
we were told to fly no higher than 10,000 ft., for the firast time on
'Cpa,! I flew without my heavy padded flying sult, but wore two complete
sata of underwesr and two pullevers inatead,



Wa could net ses¢ the English comat when we crossed it as 1t
was velled cwver by low atratus cloud; however 'Bunty! dld not want a
vlisual pin polnt &s his instruments were working well, out over the
Horth Zea we began elimbing apain and levelled out at 10,000 ft, approx-
imately,

The sky was crlaply cleer above, while belew, the alratus
cloud had the colour of & grubby sheepslln mat, fi3 the sun slowly
sank the colour of the clouds bedeme & soft mauve while the clear aky
changed colour every few minutes, fi.deep ruby red gashed betwixt
cloud and sl on the western horlizen, the top line of the red softening
into & tangerine colour which in turn, ma it reoase Iin the sky, merped
into & deep yellow, progresslvely becoming lighter in colour but not in
brilliance, until at about 50° sbove the horizen, the colour become &
green gold., A8 the angle became steeper so did the warm colours fall
off more rapldly until directly overhead and a bit towards the Esat the
sliy was blue with a strong tendency towards wvielst, Golng down to the
Eastern herlzon the unieura were not nearly es strong as 1n the West,
more of pastel plinks mirging into & soft cerise end on the horizon a
very soft purple, I think 1t wea one of the most colourful aklea T
had aeen aince flying, end remerked so to Bill, who agreed, A3 wWe
droned steesdlly on towarda the Denish cosst the colouras slowly despened
and the darkness of approeching night crept steslthily scross the aky.

With darlmess coming we lecat sight of our threse consorta - we
were not flying In formation, but in the daylight kept in slght of esch
obther -~ now we felt alone,

When we crcased the Danlsh coast the stratus cleoud lay thick
below but the nevigaticnal alds gave us our position., We altered course
inside the edast and roughly parallel Lo 1t, and headed towards Lhe

Horthern tip, It wes plteh black now with bright clear stars cverhead -



1t seemed like an uneventful trip - we had besn flying between three and
four houra and saw'nothing, not & alngle flak burat, Suddenly the
peace was shattered by Reggile, our tall Gumner, celling up Bill, I
heard him say "Twin glows far astern, I think it must be & kite." Bi1ll
replied "Keep your eyes on it énd let me know when to cork-screw I he
comea close," Reggle seid "0.K."  Then shortly alfter he aald, "He's
coming 1In fast, get reedy to corkscrew - Qulck, Starboard, Go." In my
turret I could feel the wleolent twisting dive of the plane as Bill act-
aed on Heggle's order. Over the intercom, I heerd Regglets lour guns
firing then I saw the red flash of cannon shell trece atreaming past my
turret, ' I waz watching down on the port side hoplng to get in & break-
way shot. I heard Blackls yell out, "Do you szee him Hac?" I saw a
gellghtly darker form in the blaclmesa below but did not think 1t wes an
alreraft, However, I gave 1t a burst and sew the crange red trace
spew out lrom my guns, However, as I expected, nothlng heppened. Then
I heerd Reggle telling Blll to keep corkscrewing and then the nolse of
firing guna egain, Regpie then sald "She'a all on flre mstern hers -
T'm getting out to try and put the flames out with the extingulaher,"
Bunty then said to B11l, "I'1ll go back and glve him a hand." Bi1ll
salid "The rest of you keep & good watch." Shortly after Reg called up
and sald the fire wea out. & Tew momenta later Bill said, "What the
hellta the matter with thils plane," then "My God, she wontt anawer o
the controla," I could hear hla heavy bresthing over the Iintercom.
Bunty saked 1f there were any hope or haed we better bale out, B11l
then ssild, "Yes chaps, you had better bale out,"

I brought my turret sround to, what I thought, wes nsarly In
llne-with the fuselage ac that I could cpen the deors; partly te get my
hand around the back of them in order to open the bulkhead dopr. Well
my turret was not turned as far as I thought 1t waa, with the reault
that when I epened the deors the wind caught one of them and stralned 1t
on 1ts hinges, I pulled 1t in but it would not close tight and hilt
the side of the fuselage when I tried te centrallse the furret, I
reallsed T wes trapped in the fturret and In desperation jammed the con-
trols hard over; the turret spun round asnd when the back of the turret
was out in the space, I stopped 1t and pushed the doora open, hoplng



that the wind would wrench the atrained door off. I had ripped ofl my
gloves and hanging half out Into epace I struggled wlth the door, By
thia time I herdly knew whether I was flying upside down or what was
happening, bﬁifﬂauld tell by the way my bedy seemed to fleat up from the
seat and the eel 1like & ton welght that the plane wes certalnly car-
pering about in the alky. Then, toc, the stars sesmed to be spinning
round and round I1n the bleclmess, sometimes above my head and then al-
most underneath me, If one hed asked me where the earth was I would
not have known In which dlrectlon to point. However, I was Iin no mocd
to answer gquesticna then. s I could not get the door off I jammed
the controls hard over aterboard, the turret rotated beck but came to a
dead stop when the door caught in the fuselage = I had hoped to break
the hinges this way, I felt & bit hopeless and on the verge of penle
but, thank goodnesa, managed to keep under control. I called up and
gsaked 1f someone could open the bulk-head doocr but dld not mentlon the
predlcament I waa in as I reasoned they could net help me from Inslde
the plane and there was no use anyone risking thelir 1life trylng Lo help.
Hory came up end opened the bulkhead door and went baclk, Then, look-
ing back, I saw Bunty open the front escaps hateh In the bomblng com-
paitﬂant and dlseppesr, then Hory ceme down and slipped out through the
hateh,

By now I had the turret round as far as the strained door
would allow and declded to try and wriggle out in the apace sllowed by
the other docr, I pulled off my helme: and let my head and shoulders
hang out over the edge of the turret and started to wrlggle and aqueeze.
T think just then the plane must have reared up on 1ts nose because aud-
denly I alid ecut in & heap over the bombsight, deméglng the delicate
mochenism of the sighting Head, 1if not smashing 1t, In the darlkness I
groped over for my pearachute end found 1t in Its compartment. I fumhb-=
led arcund with 1t end tried sbout a dozen times to slip 1t on the cllips
on my harneas, I tried to fsel il the élips had engaged but as my
fingers were [rozen I could feel nothing.



I wag not sure i the fchute were clipped on. I crawled over and
opaned up the hatch cover and leooked ocut. Tiny pointes of llght were
ahowlng out in the darkness - I really didn't kmow If they were stera
or on the ground but they were splonlng arcund as before - of course

it was the plene that wes aplnning, not the lights., I presumsd they
were lights on the deck and thought we must be through the cloud and
rether low, I thought, "I'm not sure 1f my 'chute I8 ¢lipped on pro-
perly, but if I atay in the plane I'm going to get killed so I'T1l jumpe
Hanglng on to the sldes of the hatch with my feet dengling In apace, I
hesltated; I wlshed I had some cone to glve me a good push es 1t seemed
to be & terrific effort to let go of the plene - in a few moments I
would be degd or alive, I let go and went tumbling out into the black-
nesaa, It's an indescribable sensetion to be falling through the alr.
After the rearing of four powerful engines the whistle of wind past
Four eers'ls not wvery loud,

After a few seconds delay I pulled the ripcord, Tne silk
shot out past my face and above my head and then I felt a flrm tug at
my harneas, Fhawl Thenk God the 'chute was olipped on 0.K. I
looked up and saw the canopy, llke s huge umbrella, over me, Save for
the drone of an alreraft far away in the dlstance everything was silent
as I mently floated down. Althoupgh my hends were frozen and I had
been cold wlth the wind swirling through the turret dcors; beads of
perspiratlon were now trickling down my Lemples. I also hed time to
think how only & few houra befors I was in England, now I wes [locating
doyn to goodnesa knows what, If I landed on the ground i1t would be
on alien soll wlth the people speaking & atrenge language, When would
I hear my own tongue again? Then my family would recelive & notlce
from the Alr Minlstry saylng that they regret to Inform them that I was
mlassing on cperations; and frilends I knew in Englend = when would I
gee them again? Some I had seen only the day before, I wondered
what they were dolng end thinking at the same instent as I was baling
outk, Tnese and cther funny llttle thoughts fleshed through my mind,

I loocked down to see if I could epot land or water but ell I could asee

wes & blaclk vold, the stars were gone too, a8 I was below the cloud.



Then the darkneds beleow began to intensify rapldly so realls-
ed the deck rust be elose, I drew up my legs about half way and turned
the relesse block on my harnods, I hit the ground wilth soms force and
ns I tumbled over my ahoulders and on to my vack I gave the release
bloek a hard bang, thus lettlng the harness fall awal. I did not re-
lish the idea of being dragged over hall the country if & strong wind,
wore blowing end caught the parachute, However, as I lay on my back
I saw the canopy settle down, I could 8till hear the alreraflt dronlng
around then I heard e crash, then a terrific expleslon shattered the
night and the countryside was 1it es by day by e blinding flash and in
the glow of the [lames I cculd asee the whilte 'chute lyling spread out
over what seecmed te me half en more, It seemed 8o consplcuous that I
thought some one would spot it even in that bad light so I pulled the
shroud linea and dragged it towarda me, My aplne felt red het from
the jar of landing so I wriggled and feeling 0,1., thought, 'no bones
broken anyway', My immediate rescticn was one of reliefl and thenkiul-
neaa, Then I thnu?ht, 'T must get ewey &8 gulckly aa peossible.!

I teok off the } Weat and gathering the shroud lines of the 'chute
In my hand, pulled out a knife and ecut them thinking "Well the ’'chute
won't be much good to Jerry." Then I tool some of the cords and put
them into my pocket as I thought they might come in handy 17 I had to
ellnb down e steep, high well or somethlng, Pulling the fchute cloaer
I cut ocut & large penel and ripped off the pilet 'chute thinking the
meterial would come In handy Lf I needed bandagea, Gathering every-
thing up I placed 1t all in a ridge In the ploughed field and pul some
cloda over te help cencesl 1t, then, alter crouchlng low o sed ir
fiiere were any fences showing agalnst the dark horlzon, I stralghtened
up 88 woll as my beck would permit and got away &a fast as I could,

Soon after I came near & road and heard volces 1In & stranpge
language, Seelng some houses I skirted quistly around the back of them
and croased the road, Taking cut eone of my escape compasses I tock o
reading on a dark bleb on tho herlzon - 1t wes nearly south - and



declded to make towards 1t and then keop going approximately seuth
for the rest of the night, When, after climbing & rise and coming
cleser to thls dark mess, I could see 1t was & Radio Locator, perhapa
the very one that pleked us up and predicted the night fightera on to
ua, I wished I ceould have blown 1% up or something,

some Glme later, while resting on the edge of a wood I
heard a graduelly increasing roar of alreraft englnes, then the sharp
crackling of cannon and mechine, I looked out and saw the tracen
crlss-croasing in the sky then the bomber exploded and dropped swiftly
o the ground, & mess of white and yellow flames, She hit the deck
with quite a bump, so close that I could hear the roaring end creckl-
ing of the bleze, I continued my walk crouching low to aveld being
allhouetted agalnst the glow; I wented to put soms miles between my-
self and the remalns of that kite, I thought Lt could easlly have
been us and we would heve all been well cooked by now - one minuts she
was Ilying along 0,K. and the next moment she was an aerlal bonfire
crashing earthwarda,

Durling the night I stumbled inte a couple of wire fences,
seratehing my legs o bit, 2lid down and climbed up some ditchea and as
the sky started to lighten a little, two or three hours before dawn I
began to feel wvery tired, flso I deeclded. to look for some likely
cover In which to hide during the day, From what I had seen thare
waa llttle cover arcund, the country belng very flat snd bare with an
odd housge and barn here a&nd there, There seemed to be very few trees
and no hedges, Fortunetely, eaa 1t became & little lighter I saow o
lerge wood not far off and In the stillness could hear the MUrTuring
of water, On approechlng the wood I came to a stremn so took off my
footwear and crossed 1t end had a drink then climbing up a small alope
I dived In amongst the trees, After searching eround for a good spotb
to hlde and reat I came ascross a wall made of .sods, where the low
branches of the fir and plne trees stretched Gt cwver the top, Sut-
ting & lot of tall dry grass I lald it down in a depression alongaide
the wall and then cut up the earth, where my hip would 1ile, with my
mlfae, The finished job looked like e nlece comfy nest and eurling up
in 1t I was scon asleep.



I awoke to the firat reys of the rising sun fingering scroas
the topa of the trees, I felt cramped and darned cold,. I stretohed
out and locking at the tree sbove me realised that everything of that
night was not & horrible nightmare but reality, There for the first
time I felt so lonely that it was almost a physleal pain, “However, I
realised that feeling llke that would not do me any good ao I -pulled
out my escape kit and had & good look through 1t, Cn studylng my mapa
I dlscovered tiat neither of them covered the erea as far north as I
was in and while I lmew I waa well north I 4id not know exactly whare
I was, I thought I would try and contact some Danes and find oub ny
posltion and alac get aome food, 48 the day brightesned I could hear
the freshening breeze sighing in the pine trees, I began to explore
the wood and near the edge sew & large farm housd and a long low shed
with some poulbtry running round outside, I thought, "If I don't get
any other food I'11 have e couple of those to-night," A8 I moved
apound a jay apobtted me and sterted its incessant chattering and faol-
lowed me around, I atopped for a few minutes then moved on but 1t
st111l followed me, If I ever hated anything I certainly cursed that
bird, JAnyone else in the wood, knowing anything of busheraft, would
have heard that Jay and known 1t was chattering beceuse of something
unususl, so I froze in my trecks end stood still, without & movement,
for about twenty mlnutea, It ac¢on went away and when I was sure 1t
vwes well away I moved on,

About an hour later I saw & couple of adults and some child-
ren moving around the bulldings, so walked over to m few trees beside
Lhe house, The man and his wife saw we and I saw them talking to-
getlhier and then the man came over to me and gpoke in his own languege.
I told him "R.AWP," and peinted te the sky ond then my wing,  He ned-
ded end then I indicated I wished to come that night, He aesemed to
ecuprehend ™t aeemoed, with good reason, to be afrald of my remalning



in the wieinity, so indlcatlng towsards the woods I made off in thet
direction,

I had just reached the cover of soms thlek low buahes when
I heard footsteps and crouchlng low I watched & patrol of nine German
scldlera go marching past. That wea a clcse shavel It was my flrst
close look at a Germen soldler, They marched past wlth rather a
atilted atep, Their unlforms were much greener in colour then I
thought, ctherwlse they locked much llke the photos I had secn of
thom with thelr black Jack beots end steel helmets. Tne helmets
were covered with nettlng end had pleces of follage placed around the
crowng .

Shortly efter they had gone I heard an aircraft overhead
and on looking out saw & slingle englned tralner, & greeny grey wlth
black crosdes, It was the cloaeat I had ever secn a CGerman airceralt

in daylight, and made me feel & blt homeslck for the roundela of the
R ||r||l|.. N

Mest of the day I lazed on a bank getting ell the warmth I
could from the sun, On sesrching through the wood in the late after-
noon I ceme across & large number of bare apple trees; however, by
aeratehlng around T plelked up about & couple of dogpeon wlthered applea,
ebout helf of which I ste lmmedlately with preat relish, belng very
pecklah,

The aurraunding country was sllghtly unduleting, patchea of
green and brown wilth & few farm houses and outbulldings, o few
Danes wers busy in the flelds, chieflly ploughing, to leave them lie
fellow durdng the comlng winter,

i3 evening drew on I heard a deog barking end wondered 1f the
Jorries had doga out hunting for me, However, after peeplng cautlous-
1y around some bushes I saw scme Denish people wandering through the
outakirts of the woods so I dived deeper into the centre of the wood
end stayed there untll I thought theg had gone, By the time I ceme
out on the outskirts the sun had gone down, the shadows had deepsned
and the sky derkening, with the firat sters beginning to poeep down.



The birds roocsting in the treca gradually ceasged thelr chattering,
the wlnd had dropped and there camoe over, that huah, that desd atill-
nesa, whlch precedes the night, It was then that I felt very much
alene and homealels, I kmew thaet by now wmy pecple would lmow that I
was 'Missing on Operatlions', Little could they guess If I were
allve, where I was and what I was dolng. Te say the legat 1t would

Eela'very worrying time for them.  However, I could do nothling to
alp,.

When 1t was completely dark T went down to the larsihcuse
vwhere the fermerts wilfe let me 1in, The amell of mengels and cows
pervaded the house and I perceived that the long bern In whlch the
cattle were atalled durlng the winter, was bullt with the house In
one large unit, In the rather low celllnged living room there was a
small kind of sfdeboard elong the waell with a tall fuesl fired room
heater in one corner and & rather small square teble and some chalrs
in the centre, Strewn arcund on the floor were a fow children's
toys and pleture booka,

The tall rather bovine faced farmer and his two little
children were 1n the room when I entered snd his wife ceme in behind
me, making sure all the doora were sghut and blinds drawn on &ll
windowa, The farmer stood up end sheok henda with me while hle felr
nended wifé atood by smlling and the two 1llttle ones gazed at me In
wondefment, I pulled out a pencil and Indicated I would like sone
papar., The Danish woman inmdedlately prcoduced & pad and altting
down I told them who I wiés i,e, & member of the R.A.F. and what I
wonted 1f I could get 1t, They replied with affirmatlives or negat-
lves or wlth explanatery aketches, One of my flrst questlona was
soon answered when lerge plates of food were lald ocut around the
table and we bepgan eating, I don't know exactly what I was ealbing
end I was too hungry to care, but I think 1t was some sort of porrldge
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mixed with well stewed apples - 1%t was hot and tasted good, AB BOON
88 [ finished, my plate was filled again and by the time I had nearly
inished 1t I hed lost all my hunger, Just after the platés were
cleared away & sharp knocking was heard at the ocutside door, The
man and woman jumped qulekly to thelr fest and looked at sach other
and me, 1n apprehension. The loud knocklng was repeated, cauaing e
leok eof fear In thet .. .en's face which will alwaya live in my

MEmMory , I had never seen such & frightened look before and I hope
will never see ancther liks 1t agaln. She hurriedly opened enother
door and beckoned me into & darkened room, then cleslng the door én
me she went along to the cutside and let the impatient visitor in,
The vialtor proved to be & friend of theirs and with'sa feelling of re-
lief (I should say) she brought him into the living room, I wasd
preduced end we shook hands, then begdn a long dilscourse in Danish
much of which I presumed was about me, Abgut 10 o'elock I prepared
to 2o end was glven acme bread and biscults and a bottle of water,
then after shaking heands with them T went out,

It was wvery clear ocutslde with almost & full moon caatlng
eerie shadows in the quiet foresat, I had declded to meke Scuth
West, the reascn belng that I wlshed to atrilke the coest in coge T
found the opportunity of nabbing s smell fishing boatb: faeiling this
I would try and get ecross to Sweden at Flensburg.

I scon atruck a roed running Scuth and begen to walk brisk-
1y along .i, leaving the woods behlnd and maling scross very bare and
open country, I kept to the romd as 1t made for faster and eaaler
travelling, iMuch of the country was under the plough and, therelors,
rather heavy te walk acrosa in the dark in & palr of shoes, In the
stlllness my footsteps seomed to echo over half the country side -
unfortunately my shoes were not rubbed soled, Suddenly in ths
dlstance I saw car hesdlighta approsching and reckoned that as the
Danes would hardly be allowed to drive eround in cars - let alone at
thet time of nlght - it must be a German car, I hurriedly locked a-
round for a place to hids, but I could =ee not the slightest vestlge
of cover, not even e ditech, I ran out into & fleld:; down moon
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from the road so that I would not be silhouetted against the moonlilt
landscape and then I curled up on the short grass, tuckling ny face
end hands well under my body, trying to leok like & boulder. I
heard the car go pest me and &8s the nolse of the engine gradually fad-
ed away I uncurled and resumed my walkling. -

Lfter some time I came to & few houses so kept to the grass
to deaden my footateps, then en embankment which I scrambled up. I
found myself on a railway llne near a small atation with & slding or
two end a goods shed, The .crunching of the gravel benseth my lest
made much noise deapite the fact that I was trylng to walk solftly.
Just ms I reached the shadow of the goods shed I heerd the sound of
alow measursd steps from across the station, then they quickened,
<oming in my dlrectlon, T stood hard ageinst the wall of the shed,
in dark shadow, very stilll, The ateps came to juat the aother slds
of the shed, stopped, and then shuffled sround & blt as though scme-
one was ssaruuing about, then the sounds cesged, I could well
imagine whet had boen golng on - A German Sentry  guarding & vital
polnt such ms thia (I later wea confirmed in the fact thaet the Ger-
mans puarded many of theoae places apalinst acts of sabotage), heard
my footsteps and hastened mcrogs to lnveatipgate. My footatepas ceas-
ed and after having & cursory look arcund scme trucks cul In the
moonlight on a siding, he was not too keen Lo go prowling around in
the shedows of the shed or ameng the ad]acent bushes. Perhaps he
feersd something that might be lurking thers and perhaps he thought
that if it were someone coming to destroy the trucks or linea, well
he would have to eross an open stretch to do 1t. Fernhapa this sent-
ry stood walting to wateh for gcomeons emerging Ifrom the shadowa,
However, I was not gélng to be a target for enyone's rifle if I could
help it, so I waited, After what ssemed ages (but probably was only
about ten mimutes) I heard the footateps stamrt egaln and fade ms 'they
went further away. Then I decided to chance 1t and derted acrods
the lines & soon left the reilway and the crossroads well behind.
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By now & breeze had sprung up and I could heer the high
singing note In the telephone wires. The sky was 8tl1ll clear with
the moon by now well mcroas, Leter on, as I was feellng rathsr
tired, I lay down in & small open wood of pine treea on a rise and
reating there I munched a couple of blscults and had a drink from
the bettle, I gozed out ecross the country. It seemed to be toned
in dark shaedea of blue with a few bleobs of blue white where the moon=-
light caught a white weashed barn or farmhouse. The aky a dark
velvety blue, pin pricked with stars and the only scund durlng the
reat of the night was the whining of the wind, I moved on but atill
there was no slgn of the cosst snd ag by now the moon was slnking
down on the horlzon and deepening Iln colour I reallised 1t would only
be mbout two or three houra before down and I had betler atart look-
I out for a good comfortable place to hide up durlng the dey.

After sbout an hour's welking I came to a large farmhouse
surrcundecd partly by s large barn and outbulldinga., I trled to
make & neat for myself In a large haystack slongside one of the sheds
but could not seem to get enough dry atraw, 1t felt damp to touch
and the top atraw wea covered with froat. That, coupled wlth the
fact that a keen YHovember wind waf blowing from the North declded me
to gee I I could get under cover. After managing to get into a
heavily bolted shed and finding 1t bers with no neoks in which to
hide I thought I would try the largoe barn. Yhen I found a way in to
thia huge bullding I dlscovered that for nearly half 1ta length it
wes nearly filled to the ceiling with hay. I thought to myself
"There'a an ideal place to hide; wup on top.," - I begen climblng,
dlgging my fingera into the bales and kleking my toea in, However,
when almost to the top my fingers seemed to lose thelr strength and
I sllpped down to the fleoor with a jar, I hed a couple more goes
but with the same results as the flrat time and so declded to try and
make myself comfy on the [loor, I gathered up lota of loose hay and,
anugizling Inbto 1t, was soon fast msleep. I was warm and tired,
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I awolte about two hours leter feelling cramped and frogen
and atill wery tlred, The blackness through the windows hed now
turned to grey eand hearing a door bang and a dog bark, told me that
11fe was beglmning to atlre, I crept down to the far end of the barn
gnd sat 1n some hay behind scme ferm machinery, The wind was whilst-
ling under the doors and through eny cracks In the bullding and I
was very ocold and could not get werm,

f 1llttle while later I heard someons pobtering arcund in
the other end of the barn and then a dog begen prowling, It ovident- .
ly knew someone.was somewhere in the far end of the barn but after
much growling and coming up sbout half the distance, returned to
wiere it cAme from and contented itaclf with glving &n cccaalonal un-
ga8y growl. T gaw 1t from behind the machinery - 1t was & large
Alaation, I declded to show myzself - I needed more food 10 T could
get it, apivhow - so I walked up neer the dog and wailted for the man
to appear, The dog bristled up and growled end approached but I
kept my eyea [ixed on him ond had my plen of action ready 1f he
aprang at me., rerheaps he knew I waa ready to fight because suddenly
he dropped his eers, broucht his heed low and wegging hls tell came
fawning up to me, 'hile I wes stroking his heed the man ceme up Lo
me and efter indiceting to him who I was ho went awsy and then anoth-
er men ceme ouk, smiled, end shaklng handas let me through & scullery
to o back living room, Such & clean neat house with light coloured
walls, & polished stone floor In the scallery end polished wooden
fleors, wlth carpets Iln the other rooms.

This men wes between thirty and forty and about [ive fool
eight in height, There were two rather attractive locking girls In
the room and as T entered they came up and shook hancs, Onee agaln
I got buay with pencil end peper and conversed with them chlefly In
this wey and wlth sligna. Tney were about 18 to 22 vyears of age,
one was dark and the other blende, They beth sesemed guick on the
uptake and before very long I was obtalning some very intereating

14



Information frém themn, They elso gave me & brew and placed much
food before me,

I was shown a detalled map and found out exectly where [
wag, I wes also told of the strength of the German scldiers in the
nearky towns and what parts were mest heavily guarded and glven advice
a3 the besat part to make for 1n getting across to Sweden.,  DBecauae
of the very good perceptlon of one of the glrls, I was able to find
out the Danlsh words for some verbs, adverbs, prepositlons and the
indefinite article (if I remember rightly they have no separate word
for 1t as we have), With nouna, of course, It was comparatlvely
aimple to find the corresponding words, :

After about an hour or so I was taken intc the drawing room
and made to lie down on the sofa and then had blanketa and rugs
thrown over me end tucked in, I waes very werm and coay and dropped
of I to aleep, Exoctly flve hours leter I awoke, It was three
otelock by the large gilt feced clock on the well - and almoat immed-
iotely & hot meal wes ploced on the table by cone of the girls and I
needed no second bidding to start eating, Uy word it certainly
tosted good, Wnile sitting there at the table I looked cut through
the large windows ecross the flat country, VWhat o bleak dismel land
1t locked to me Just then, Yot & veatipe of 1life on the flields,
many of which were turned by the plough to lle fallow lor the coming
winter, Alotiz the alky line stretched & line of derk, almeost black
loocklng plnea, The aky was just a flat unbroken grey and outalde
the cold Horth wind blew, lnereeslng in foroe,

wnen I fintshed I went out to the back living rcoom and the
two girls and the man telked with me, The man produced the map
again, which was torn but while I was maleep one of the girls hed
gewn 1t up very nseatly; he gave it to me and Indicated thet I was %o

keep 1t, Then at flve otelock I lay down on the sofs and slept un-
t11 T was wakened at elght,
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It was now dark and I went into the other rocm, brightly
1it with blinda and black outa drawn, The large table was well
leden with good subatantlal plein fars, Around 1t were seateod my
host and about three other men who worked on the farm and one of the
girla; the other girl was plecing the hot dishea befeore each person.
Then when she was serated we started eatlng. After making a glubtton
of myself I prepared to go. I believed in eating a8 much as I could
aa I didn't know where or when I would get my next mesl. I wlashed I
was like o cemel and could store enocugh food In & hump, to last me a
weok. I waa glven & torch, & bottle full of rich creamy mill; &

carefully wrapped percel of sandwlches, &nd snother parcel of blescults

and cake end then Just as I was golng out. the deor the derk halred
glrl pressed a palr of woolly gloves Inte my hands, ™

LOW GLoul coversd Lho 8Wy, BOL 68 bho moon was bopdly ups—

darlk, After walking ebout ten minutea, my gulde polinted cuttoe
read and the directlon I was %o go, ond shaking hends he left, I
made good progress along this narrow road end after some time stopped
ot & little clump of small pine trees and hand a short rest, I had
a drink of milk ond ent some of the sandwlcheoa, They were epg sand-
wiches, end I distinctly remember that each sllce of bread alfter
having been buttered, had the sliced egg placed on top with pleces

of greaseproof peper cuft to size end pleced on 1t, By this way I
got olmost double the amount of egg with the bread, as of course the
ordinary soandwlch hea twe slices of bresad,
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After aboub enother two to three hours welldng I ceme to &
very lerge wood and alliding down into a diteh I checked up on the
map with,the aild of my teorch, ahading it cerefully with my hend.
On the map it showed a very larze patch of dark green indleating
wooda and ameller patches arcund 1t alsc & couple of lakes cn the
far slde,

I resumed walking through the wooda, It was & wvery dapk
night with heavy low stratus ceudding ecrosa the sky end the tall
black loreat seemed to close 1ln and envelops me. Tha tops '
of' the treea bowed ocver to the forece of the wind whistling overheocad
but down below I was guibe sheltered from 1t.,  Althougn enything
could have been lurkific In ths wocoda T felt sefer from diacovery
In the extre blacknesa, than on the cpen country. I came ASIO43
g narrow trocx running of f ot rlght anglea to the road. A notlee
board was standlng on a atake there and flashling on wy toreh
noticed 1t wea a now one with fresh locking point and emong other
Goerman looking words was the word 1ln red letters "Verboten!,

Centlnulng on, I suddenly heord o cough 2o Just alid
down Inte the ditch . at the side of the road and walted trying
to pesr through the dorkness towards the nolse, and with my heart
thumplng like a pilaton, Then & darlker shape leoowmed up cn the
read and T heerd the scund of slow pedalling and sof't rubber
tyres turning on the earth and zravel roadway. The oyellat had
no lighte and was ridlng very guletly. Mg was scon past and altep
a short interval I contilnuad,

Thinking cver the incldent I began to convines mydell
that the eyelist was & Dane 88 he cbvlouwaly hesrd my Teotsteps
gulte & way off and probebly thought thet no German soldler would
be wallking through that large forgat, elone, lete 1h the night.
Therefore it would be another Danc or he might even have guessed
it to ke a fugitive [rom the Cermens and he dld net want toe suddenly
run Into him, I he had warning he would hide but 1f suddenly
run into in the derkness would draw o revolver and shoob, being
hunted he would tend to repard overyone as hila cnemy, However,
all thias ia conjscture.
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Welking on to the echo of my lootsteps and the moanlng cof
the wind through the branches the lonelincss of the plece, the
woods and the country, began to grow on me until I hed to [ight
agalnat 1t by not ellowlng my thoughts to wander too much as .
they willed., At that time too I could not help thinlking "Well
thia 1is what you sometimes seo in & cinems, & fugitive in an
alien country, travelling only by night; . 1ts supposed to give the
sudlonee thrills, well it's all right sltting in a comfortable
theotre scat watching it but when it really happens Lo you and
vou mre the player - bubt it'a no play - 1t'a not so funny”.

In foet, I thought "Anyone that says they want adventurc are
quite welcome to it but I never have and never will want it
and perhaps they mipght chengo thelr tune when their lil'e la at
steke through o falsce move." Wiy any peoplc go searching lor
these thlngs 1a beyond mo.,

on leeving the trees behind I very shortly ceme to the
ghores of a lake, "he watersa atretched cubt from the gonily
ghelving beach, until it morged softly into the dark aky. I
saw no aigns of life there, along the clumps of gress ond sedgos
or out on the water end preswne thet any weterfowl would heve
fled secuth Boefore the cnllling recth of the Yorth winds hearlding
the comlng winter. . :

T.had just returned to the road again when T gsaw tho
headlights of o distent cer end therefore ducked into o clump,
ef pine trecs gonvenlently pleced on the right, Affter It hed
pasaed T continued ny trovelling and efter some tlme ceame to a
lorge highwey with o couple of shops and a few housea, T tip-
toed quietly around and had a look around end come AcCrCIs o
bleyele lying cut in the open along the side of the highway,

18



I felt the tyrea, yoes they were nice end hawrd, the machine seemod
In poocd sondition, Then I debated in my mlnd whether to take

it or not, TL would De wvery useful es LU would conable me to
cover the distonce wore gulckly and 1t would be guieter, howover
as soon as I came Lo e puerdod peolnt I would hove to loave it

and I knew I was nol very far from guarded poslitiona which I
would have to get through 17 I waes to meke any further progress
south, Thon of courae tho oyoelo would boelong to aome Dane,
perhaps a very poor nen who could 111 efford to locse 1%, And
goc I becomc o bit selft and left it wheoere 1t ley.

After some time walklng along the highway, I gew dome
dim llghta on the heorlgon and reckoned that LT my boerings wers
correct the town of Thistod should be there, Scon alter the
herizon begon to lighton & little and against 1t I could ses
the dark sheapes of a few farm housca and barns. Then in the
distence I heerd s cocl crow, I sast get under cover gqulekly
belore daybrealo, T apotted a likely farmhouse and outbuildings
and made towards them, sfter heving a good prowl arcund I found
an opening in the huge barn and got insldo, While pgroplng
around in the darlmeas I blundered into some s8leeping plgs ond
the nolse they made, with their squealing and grunting was
ennough to walkon the dead, Portunately 1t did net Lbring half
the Germen Army on tor of mo as T almeost antlclpeted. T Tound
g leddsr and climbed up on the top of the hay and mede ayself
cernifortable and atarted to doze off. Suddenly I heard & geuffle
and asome rustllng Iin the hay; T 1ifter my head and peered into
the gloom, The nolses ceascd and I alowly sebtled down agaln
wondering what was tho cause of 1t all. Then the scullling was
resured and I heard the pitier patier of tiny feet running
glong some woodan bean, It dawned on nme, of courde, why didn't
I reallae il belore, ratsl T wae never very partlal to them
end did not love them any bobter now, S0 I dozed and wakoned
until dey llght, I was very cold and came down the ladder to
have a look eround and warm myself by the exerciae, In ancther
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part of the barn were about Cifty or aixty stells all cccupled
Ly Cat shortheorn cattle. Then outside T heard a dog growling,
Whon I looked out the door it come atraight et me, & streek

of doep red agalnst the presy cobblestone. 48 1t apreng to

leap over the bottom hell of the door I alammod the top helf
back and 1t smashed againat Its nose and jaws and front leges and
by the yelping it made 1t wmuwst heve brulsed itsell rather bmdly.

A little leter & worlman ceme in and when he ssaw me, 4id
not give me & very friendly look. He went out and presently
brought bteck a stoul red faced man, cbviously the owner, who
also did not look very pleased to see ms, after explaining
who T wed and indleating that I wished to stay until the night
he tool me Into the heuse ond sltting in warm room we exchanged
queatlons, with the aid of pencil end paper, He then told me
thet he would ask a friend of his over, who spohke English,

I then heard him talking over tho Iphone., Then he sat down

and pushed a cup of coffee and o plote of bread and butter

and coke over to s, It wes brought in by a rether good leooking
blonde girl, who a2 scon oo she aaw me stucl her nese In the alr
and waelked about in & vory haughty attltuede, In neormel
clreumatancos 1t would have besn amusing,

With & heavy knock threeo nen welked in end one of them
sat at the toble by me and began to speak to me in wy own tengue,
IIc asked me somo questlons and knowing thet I would have to
truat him I anawoered, T hoped of courae, thet they wers
momberd of the Danish underground movemsnt and that I would
recalve ell the information and edvice I needed, plus even sone
other help 1T possible. I did noet went him te ask too many
guestlione however, and countersd him by asking questions about
himaelf end conditiena in Donmerk, and I remember he told ne
that he had llved 1n the T,.5.,A. for quite & number of yeers and
it woa thero that he really learnt to speak Engllsh, He turned
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te the othera and apolke to them at interwals and I notlced
the farmer telking on the telephons again,

After some more telking I wes politely inlormed that I
wos to be given to the Cermans, "They are coming for you
and will bw here very soon''. They looked very spoleogetic about
it and T was Ltold how tmch better it would be for me then to Lry
and excapc, "after all" ho seild "you are young and fit and will
eagily live through prisen Life", Uygy are quite well treated™ ete,

I looked oubt the window, Clet bare country with the nearest
treca about twoe or throc miles owey; not much hope of getting
into cover with the Germans on my tail, however I would glve 1€

8 pgo i I could, trn atating mwy idea to them to give me 8
sporting chance they shool thelr heads snd sald thoey could not

allow me to go end as the odds woere four to one plus extra wen
outalde T Chought 1t wseleosa to Ltry foree slthough T would have
leved to have Jabbed wy kneeo Into the peunch of the fat laraer,

He bermen o whine a bilt and the cther Dane trangelated what he said,
e and Lis wife were o0ld end wounld ha sent to prison or shot 10
thoy did not hand me over, -

Seclng ne I would boe in the honds of the Germang shortly
I decldod to destroy most of my cgeape kit end carcfully sorted
t out and put it In two ompby pockets.,  The Denes waltched me
without comprehen:ding whet I was golng to do, Then 1 wolked
over to the furnsce, opencd the deor and began to put the gear
Inte the {lemea. Pirst the wap the Denish lamily gave mc, then
the oxcepe maps and & fow othor odds and ends, lestly I pulled out
aovout alx pound notes and es I shot my hend towerds the furnace
the old farmer dashed up @nd salzed iy wrlst; he reallised what I
was dolng, but 1t wos too lete, my hand was inslide the door and
I Just cpened 1t and thoe pound notes fluttered cut and were burned.
He shut the docr end lolft me. T then dropped the two compnases
on the metal plate in front of the stove and ground the heel of ny
boot in them until they were just amell emorphous pieces of metal,
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I heard o car draw up oubalde mnd then an Imperative
dnoeckling on the door, gne of the Danea opened 1t and in atrode
a GJerman Tuftwaffe Officer followed by & private, Thoy ware
both of medium bulld, about 5 ft. 9 inches high and both wore the
Light grey uniform of the German Alr Force. The officer, a
nandsone locking man, wors hils smart cap at an anglc and hils
long greateeoet was relieved only by a broed leather belt at the
walst with m revolver 1n a holster attached, fa he cemo towards
me his blue grey oyes gazed stoadlly et me. To mo they looked
herd eyes, but not cruel or brutal. They were the eyes of a man
from whom you could expect justlce even 1f not mercy. Polnting
hia finger &t me he said in feirly good Tnglish "Are you Neorlce?”
I repllied "MNeo, my name 1a Melregor",, Thean he burned to the
Danas and began talking to thom. Shortly afterwards he
beckoned me and following the driver we wenl ocubtslde where
I stepped into & bl groy cer with the officer slttlng beslde
me and tho driver getting in, In Ifront. We pulled out from the
farmyard and were scon purring slenpg the road to Thigted, The
Gernen Qfficer treatsd we falrly and justly, He did net draw
his revolver or attempt To push me around, La wo swapt on through
tne norrow streets of Thlsted I noticed the well dressed Daniah
people seauntering through the streets and the German soldlers
in thelr fleld grevy unlforwa, What o contrast to the khalki of
the British frmy. We slowed up and entered aome gates In a yard -
& sentry checked us through. Then we went into a bulldlng to the
nolae of the barking and yelping of blg doga. La T entered the
dogr of an office I saw an offlcer altting at & desk neer the
centre of the roopm and a corporal standing by the window, Elong
the read windew ledge lay some sube-nochine guna and subomatic
rifles wlth a few genersl aservice rifles stacked In one cornsr,
Standing at the desk I was maede turn opt wmy pockets snd wmy Ciret
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captor ron his hends over my clothes to fesl if snything was
concenled there, The officer at the deak went carefully
through the articles lying before him, =orting them into two
small pilles, one smaell plle he returned to me and the other he
lept, Whlle he was leookling through these things I looked out
the window acrocas the yard and a rcad to where the calm aea
Taded away into & solt haze. A large lorry came slowly by
laden with some of the smashed ond erumpled remains of &
Stirling. I notlced part of a fuselspge and scne wing, The
sight hod rather & deprcaaing efCect on nme, T wes recalled

to the business on hand by the sherp hard volee of the officer
naking me my nems and numbor, I anawered his question,

Then he osked me vy rank and when T seld Flight Sergeant he said
that T meant FPlying Scrgeant, or o Serpgeant who flies, T seld
"I'e" ond explained that 1t wea ono rank above Sorgeant.  He
5t1ll did not seocm to quite understend so I dld not bother

to expleln eny further,  There wasa some talklng between them
and then the officer began to ask me other quéationa which I
refused to oanawer, He got Into guite B tempeor as wes quite
obvlous by his ahouting snd yelling at me. 45 he could

make no further headwny he spoke to one of the guards and I

wag huotled along o nerrow prasagewey and puahed into a cell,
the heavy door clicking behlnd my baeck. I wad in a room about
12 feet by 8 fest and about 10 feet hlgh. There was a amall
heavily barred window £t the top of Lthe well near the celling.
The door hed & tiny peophole shoped 1ike a cone and with very
thick glees, Locking through Tt from the Inslide one could see
very little ss 1t had a roducing effect, It probebly hod the
opposite effect when leooking in frow the cutsilde. From under-
neath the window came the barking of the dogs I heard when I
was brought 1n. I lay down on the only artiele of furniture
in the cell, & bunk wlth boards for s mattress, fs T lay
there along wlth my thoughts I wondered what had happened to
the othera, The Germana hed mentloned their nemes to me, all

23



except Champlon's, To thom of courae I nelther adultted nor
denled that T knew them, T was told that a body was found
bealde the alrcralft and wondered te myself whoe 16 could ke
although T realissd that 1t might be a trap to lure me Inteo
admltting the nemes of the reoat of the craw, 8till, in the
cell I wondered, T thought of my pecople and friends, what
were they dolng at that instant. / Then agsin there was so much
I wanted to Jdo = 1t would heve to welt now, The worat fealing
I think, wes that of belng trapped. I waa not free to po where
I wllled and I was &t the mercy of my captors, "Right then I
dld long to feel my lega in long grass and a cool breeze on

my cheek and to be able to look up snd see the blue sky over
head inatead of the celling of & cell, At that time with the
shoek of everything in the last three or four days crowding on
toep of me I had just about as much ms I could take and T had
net yet taught myself that fegrettlng what might have been

gnd what I would heave been deing’ if beck in England, ls not
much help and thsat 1t'a betler to moecept what's sent to you and
try and meke the most of 1t such s 1t might Le.

A L1tEle leter 'n the alfternoon a guard in black unliform
threw & couple of ccerae wcollen blankets Inte my csll. He
guemed to do LU with & very bad grace too,

In the evening I was telken out into the main guard room
and had qulte a good meal, conaidering the clrcumstancea, I
ate oul of Germen Army utenslla, with s couple of Luftwsalle
guerds and a guard In bleek uniform, probably e momber of the
D A Luftwaffe corporal atocd by, They chatted and laughed
Logether end the black unifersed trovper leooked at ms and peinted
to the focd said "Good, goodl, "yrg ¢ and then leughed loudly.
e hed a lorge plece of moeat each In a gort of 2tew and there
was o sparo ploece in the pot. I notleed cne of the Lultwalle
nan gobkbling up his meel and locking towerds the peot, The
Coerporal netlecd him and when T finished he plecked up & Imife and
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atabbing the plece of meat on my plate snd nodded his heod,
Hacdleas to say I needed no accond bldding, The lock on the Tace
of the Germen can be imagined. ' :

I was allowed to ait in the coay guard reom for an hour
o 80, A vory good rusical progromma wes on the nlry end for
g little while I weoa able to forget everything of the last few
days. I had & leok at a besautiful calsnder., I assw the
best repreducticns of colour photographa that I hed over seen,
They were each about 10 x 8 ina., and were of different tynes
of pireraflt in the Luftwaffeo.

Different gusrds came end went during the time I was
there ond a3 they entered they loocked curiously at me and then
begen telking to the othera, One spoke to me in Engllah,

After T was teken back to my cell I curled up on the
bunk and was soon msleep, I was. vary tired.

At ebout four next morning I was woken and crdered to
come Into the guard room where after o frugal meal & small
pack 'was placed on my bacl,

A rather short Luftwaffe guerd was looking through some
pepers, which he placed 1n & brief case. Rising he bade me
come with him and together we went out into the darkness.

After & short walk we arrived &t a rallway statlon
where we walted for some time for a train, T hed tinme to take
stock of my guard. He wea a reather aharp faced men between
256 and 35 and about 5 ft. & ina, high. A hedvy revolver was
etrapped to hia belt end he wore & forgge cap. and black leather

jack boots, Like some small men he was full of his own
importance, and llked to shew off, However, he treated me
falrly end holped me to talte off and put on the paclk. It was

not heavy but my spine still hurt from the jarring of the
parachute landing,
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Vihen the train ceme we bomrded 1t and went to a apocially
reserved compertment, After scme shunting arcund we eventuslly
started on our jJourney scuth; for Gormany,

It graedually becams lighter and I was able to gaze
out the window &t the paasing countryside, For the most
peart 1t was flat, uninteresting country which to me, leooked
rather dreary. From what I had seen of the country on my
wanderings I reellsed that Denmark had not boen stripped of
her atoeck and food as much Es T had believed, The large
barns all hed thelr rows of fet shorthorn ecabtle, and their
pigs end their immense quantlitles of baled hey end sone
enailege pita or t&nkﬂ.jf There seemed to be plenty of butter
in &ll the homes I wus in and better ceke than I had tasted
in England, Plenty of good rick milk too - not watery stuff.
The Danish people agemed to e llving better than the English
paople, It gave me something to ponder over, .If people
of Bn cecupled country were living ao well surely the Germens
would not be wanting enything in the food line and would
probebly be living better, Later I was to find that thingas
were dlfferent - that the Germans dld not live as well as the
Denes - however I did not know thils at the tims,

ALl that day we travelled and ss we approached Flensburg
the country begen to undulate more with morc trees including
meny decldlous types, which seemed much rerer up north.

We ran elong the comst where the calm waters of the
Baltic lapped. The water blended back Into & haze which in
turn merged intoc the sky, Paasing by & long banlt I thought the
allver birches with thelr geolden end reddish brown lesves
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ecatehing the wmellow reys of the late afterncon sun, rather
beautliful.

Entering inte the Flenaburg stetlon we left tho traln
and made our way to the street. I was struck by the similarity
of the station to the fmerican ones, it was clean with much
t1led work end unlike the rather scobty and grubby cnes in England.
Coming 1nte the street I was impressed by the very medern, clean
and neet appearance of the ahops and offlces, Aleo I noticed
tne warlous cekes; 1including cream filled ones; In one or
two bakers shops, The people leoked prosperous end wore
samert and goocd clothes. There were gulte & number of cars Loo.
Where did the petrol come from? Germany must have plenty of
petrel to be mble to allow people in an occupled country to
a8 mAny cars, The theought did not cheer me.

We arrlved at o Hed Crosa (enteen end golng to the
counter, were glven a bowl of barley scup - thlcek and hot and
a cup of ersatz coffce, 8itting at & table we acon finlshed
our meel and I was sllowed te go and reflll my bowl. Thera
were many Germans in the room in the uniform of the Wehrmacht,
Luftwaffe or Kriegsmerine and on the wall wes & large plecture
of Hitler, I notliced some of the CGermens cn entering the room,
elicked thelr heels and ralsing their erm In a Hezl Salute,
muttered "Hell Hitler™.

We went back to the station where we boarded another
traln, and went Into & speclel compartment,

Waitlng there I gezed out the windew and watched tho
pasaengers hurrying to and fro, swaggering arcund, wea a led
of about 17 dressed in & bleck uniform, end jeck boota with &
heevy revelver strapped to hils alde. He wea quite small and

his truculent ailr scemed to impress the Danes, who kept out
of his wey.
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The train £illed up with passengers crammed in the
corridors although neone were allowed in our compartment, A
panlsh glrl standing in the corrider opposlte the compartment
door smiled &b mo. Immadiately my gusrd saw her he trled to
attract her attentlon and make a hit - she was en attractlve
glrl. When ahe saw him looking at hor she deliberately
turned her back on him, This mede him & bit med but he couldn't
do mueh about 1t, It made me laugh to myself, and ac when
he wes looking out the windeow she would turn and look at me,
trying to telk with her eyos. Howevar, ahe meant well.

By dark we were &t the frontler where we changed tralns,

after ocur papers were inspocted Gy o stesl helmeted soldler in
grey green uniform, The trein pulled out, I was 1ln Germany.

Being tired I curled up on the wooden seat and dozed.
Frem the incressed lurchinga and awaying of the carriage coupled
with the faster "elmckity clack" of the wheels I knew we were
trevelling conalderably faster.

My puard did not attempt to aleep but sat opposlte me
very alert, He invited encther Germen soldler Into the
compertment and then left for some time.

If I remember rightly we arrived in Hemburg &t about

2 oleleck in the morning. 8 T lcoked at the geunt shells of
blested bulldings, black sgainst the dark blue mocnllt sky, I
remembered my last picture of Hamburg. When at ebout 17,000 It
T sow it below me, o great asxpanse of raglng, multl coloured
flamea wilth brighter flashes of bombs bursting and flak guns
firing. With brightly ecoloured T.I's cascading down on to the
coentre of the clty. Trhe river Elbe lllke some monatrous black
anake twlated in egony in the flames, In & fleeting lnatant I
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hied even notleed shipa alengsids some docka, The smashed
bulldings geve me ache feeling of setlsfsction. If I could
do ne mere, well I had repeid the cost of my treining.

I hed helped to destroy the onemy and had often deen my bomba
falling away from the bowmb beys when I preassed the release,
Ho matter what happened to me now 1t was not in wain, I.was
glad I was not shot down on my first op. These and other
thoughts and memorics passed through my mind as we travelled
on to the main station of the meuled eity,

On drewlng alongside thoe platform we slighted and
pagsed through the gates into the main statlion area. Here
my guard left me in the cere of & U-Boet aesilor, S8tanding there
I had a chence to heve o good lock arcund, The building
geemed tremendous, It towersed away up lntc a flat empty
blackness, relleved only by large gaplng holea through whiech-
the dark welvety blue of the sky could be seen. dne end
of the station lcoked to be completely wrecked and was shored
up by heavy balks of timber, In fect almest everywhere I
locked I saw patches and other signa of temporary repalr work,

What T noticed more, however, were the people, They

secmad wall dressacd, The women all seemod to be wearing good
lockling rayon (I presume) stoeckings - gulte a contrest to the
women of Britoin in faoot. The men were moatly in unlform,

0fflcers looking very smart in their peaked caps, long, well
cut great coats and ahort dress swords or daggers; many
privates and I.C,0'8 walking around laden with blg peeks and
equipment while the civilian men looked smartly dressed, most
woaring three-quarter length costs and cerrving e brilef bag
or small cese, I aaw very few women In unlform - as

contreated with England where every other woman sesmed to be in
uniform,
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What atruck me most forelbly was the different atmesphere
as compered wlth that of an Engliash station such ea Weterloo,
or Vlieteorla. Gloom and depression were the predominate key-
noétes es agalnst the cheerfulness and brightness on the feces
of the people on the Engllsh Statlona.

Hy guard returned end we went into s walting room and
after some tlmse another trein. Onoe more T curled up on &
wooden aeat end slept through the night. In the moerning we
arrived at Prankfurt cn Maln where we got off, and after the
guard hed sent e telegram, scmewhere, we boarded a tram,

The German elviliana did not take much notlece of me, for which

I was very thankful - they had ne ceuae te love us,  Many

of the eclvillans, on boarding the tron relsed their right hand
and sald 'Hell Hltler', Cn arriving at the terminusd we began
walking, but after going sbout & bloek were glven & 1ift in

en army lorry, I Jjarred my spine jJjumplng out of the back, when
we arrlved at the Interrogetion centre. I will not forget -~
my first impresalon of that pleee. A8 we wolked along insldé
the barbod wire I asaw the long dreb soloursd wonden barracks
with every window heavily barrsd, It was not a happy loocking
place. L 88w proacners working there under the watchful eyve

of & guard; putting the finishing touches to new cells,

I wes talten into & smell room edjolning an office where I walted
for some consldersble time feeling, to say the least, rather

deapondent ebout everything, an inteppreter in the green
uniform of the Wehrmacht and a Luftwaffe guerd came in and
escorted me down long narrow passages, to my cell, Here I was

atripped and thoroughly seerched, the Interpreter carefully
running his fingers around the seams of my clothing and locking
snowingly &t me as 17 to say, "See I lmow all the tricks, you
can't hide anything from nme," Then I was left there to brood
over my fate,

The cell waas obout the same size ss the one at Thlsted
with & heavily barred windeow with trenslucent but not transparent
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paEnod, Y buni with wooden boards nad & pattresa of wood
shevinga and two blanketa, There waa also & stool, teble

and bucket to complelc the erticles In the coll, T wea

allowed to keep my clothes end e handkerchief but nothing clse,
Shortly afterwerds a guard brought me a small plateful of weter
with a couple of plecos of cabbage leal fleating on top - aoup,
I preaums - tapteleas atwll, For tho rest of the pitaerncon

I was left alone with my thoughite - and T hed plenty of theml
There soemed to be no ventlletion in the cell whatever, the
windows being locked tlghtly s alac wos the door, The wolla
were alao lined with o thick compeoalte board in order, I
preguncd, to desden any sound, Tt was wvery cold end T consldered
myaelf fortunate in thet I was wearing twoe complete ogeta of
underelothes and two hesvy jeraeys apart frof my ahlrt and
uniform, Tho moisture from wuy brenth began te condense on the
cold window penes and by the evening it began trieckling down the
wall from the small ledge.

ILate in the alterncon a tell Lultweffc Officer came
in with & sheaf of pepers In hils hand and asked il I wero
comfortable and apcleoglsed for the fact thal there weres no
hemtera in the cell, I sald nothing. e then esked no my
name end nubeor and then the names of the reat of my crew ('so
we can chack up to see whe wes killed! he anid) alsoe ny
squadren, type of alrereft cte, needleas to sey I told nim
I could not answer these letbter gquestiona,. Ile atarted to
leae his tomper & LAt end begen reading out the names of my
crow, aguadron, nunber and zeld T wes flylng s Stirling
aircraft, Az the information was correct 1t was rather
startling end 1t cewme fto my wmind thet we might expect this,
Moat of the informotion they haed, but they wented confirmaticn -
pmonget 1t would be & couple of guesaes, When I replled that
I could tell him noe more he begen to shout and threaton me
and finally stormed out of the reom sayine "Do you take me for
8 suckert" I reflected afterwards thet he must have pleked
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up that expressicon when ho Interrcgated Americon alr orewv.

That evening I recelved two slicss of black bread (actuslly its
a dark grey brown colour) ameared with a 1ittle margarine, and
g oup of hlack mint tea. Thon avout 8 ofeleock a puard canc
around and took my shoes and placed thew outslde and relocked
the dooi, The shutters on the windoews were closed from the
outalde and about 9 olelock the lights wore switched out.,

Tt waa piteh.black - not a vestige of light creeplng in from
outside or frowm the peasago. The bleckness wea o intense that
1t seemed like scme aclld medium, although I was tired I lay
awnke most of the night thinking and wendering about many things.
T heerd & nearby steeple clock strlke the houra as the night
wore on = would dey over comel T think I swet have dozed off
becauss suddenly T was consclous of the fmet that the shutters
wore opon &nd the grey light of carly morning came through the
lasa, Then scome time later tho pusrds came s&lon; the passoge

pushling a trolley, The eoll door was unlocked and two allees
of the bleek breed were thrust ot me and a cup of bitter bleck
collea; my Footpenr was alao returned, Later In the moernlng

I wos oble to o under escort to the wash roon oad wash ny face
and heands elthourh T hod no soap or towels ete, nor wes T able

te ahave of? tho prlckly stubble I hod grown. It wes a treet
though, to be able to lock out an cpen window while there and

nee the aly and some muddy ground with o few small green cabbages.
Then back agaln to the coll, I spent much time peeclng frowm
corner to corner in tho cell - the only exerclss I could getb.

If T remember rightly it was about alx peces from ong corner

to the ons dlagonelly oppoulte, Then I explored all the furn-
Lture, auch as 1%t was. I remd many inzeriptlong such ms "Heep
vour pecker up Clum”  "Dont't loase hope” ete., olso neany names

with B.A.F. or U.3.4.A.T. Then I found & bent nall; what

£ treasurel I hid it carefully for Iubture uac. 20 with pecing
ond lying on my bunk I spent most of the day until a guard unlochked
1y cell door and beckoned me to come.He took ms along through
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long emply passages, our feotstops echoing from the bars

wells and ecelling., We went out to mnothor bullding and

golng inglde stopped cutside the room of a Hauptmenn, L

was udhered ln end stood befeore a table where a Gormon Officor
was sitting with many bocks, papers and files zircwn cut in
front of himn. In my curaery glance around I'notlced many
Ly, Fy meps, gcme charred on the corners, peated on the wall,
On them, of courae, was the position of nearly all the air-
dromea In England, Tne Off'icer was a vory percelving trpe

of men, keon eyes that moved rether rostlessly and nervous
thin fingera, g offerod me e clgarette, which I refuaed,
saying I did nebt smoke clgercttes. Hoe then oaloed moe if T
were comforteble and I roplied that I was sa comfortable

a8 T could expect fron then, Tnen begen the gquestioning:

A3 | refused to answer ho bogan to alter his toctiecs - "Cone
comé now, 1t 1& not very Ilmportant but we must lmow in order
to chocek on you; that you are g renl sirmen and not o
saboteur or o apy", After saying thet I could not answor

his guestions he anid If he could get no satisfecticn from

me he would have to hand me over to the gestapo and if they
could not get the roquired Informetlon I would probobly

be shot.  "¥You moy roturn to your ecell, I'1ll ring for the
suard" he cencluded. He presaed a bell on his toblc and sat
looking out the window with & sort of air of 'I've done my best
for you but if wvou're going te be stubborn well its your
funerel', Ve sat in gllence there for anything up to helf

an hour; I think the welt weoas deliberate. I was axpootod to
be pondering over ny fete and to be lmagining sll sorts of
tertures the Geatape had in_store for me and my finel shooting
and then Just as the guerd walked in I would Jump up end ooy
TJust walt a moment and I'11l answer, but don't turn me over

to the Geatapo," When the guard cems in the officer motioned
me away wlth a wave of his hond so I turned on my heel and walked
out followed by the guerd, Returning to my cell, I had some
rore to think about,
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Tne fellowing thres days I was leflt alone in the cell
wlth the exceptlion ol the guard bringing my meagre roticns.
In the cell next to me I could hear one of our afflcers walling
to the guard when he ceme and I could heve kleked hin for 1t -
1T T had the opportunlity. Even If I did feel deprcased and
mlaerable I would not give the Jerrles the satlafactlon of
seelns me so, Thles man would say "I am an offlcer, understand,
tell your officer that; I should not be here," I heard the
Guard muible sonethling in German and alem the deoor, Lffter
a dey or ac the officer reallsed he was to stay there so he
would soy, "Tell your officer to sec me, give ne sone booka
to rond" ebe., (e evidently could not resalise that he hed
nw hope of getting anything o rolieve the monotony as thet
would defesat the enda the Qornans hoped to galn from solltary
conilnonaent, ) His moans got on @y nerves a blt end I wished
for the cpportunity to tell him what I thought of him end te
say that T could not see why ho should get better treatment
than Sergeants and Tlight Sergeants who did the sane Job just
as rall Bnd toolk Jjust as ruuch regponslbllity and tocok the seme
rialka,

A day or so loter I wae moved toe another sell and to

ny aurprige I notlced e room heater inside, This was awltched
on at nights and left on although the cella bocome uncomfortably
hot and T lay on my bunk with nothlng on, One ovening the guard

oponed the deor and took me along the long pasaeges agaln end

to the interrogetion room, The sames offlcer waa there sltting
at hils table with o shaded deak lemp providing the only 11lun-
inatlon to the roon, Ile hardly noticed me for acne tlume, spart
from & qulek glonceo, ond & motlon of his hend to me to be
soated, He wos bually glenclng through a large Dook. Then

b smiled at me and sald "another of your propagends books
Wrltten by a Jew", he nentioned the neme but I cannot romember
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1% now, Turning ovor the pages he would gquote pesseges and
point cut what he believed toc be their obvicus untruths,

The genorsl ldea was thot Germany snd England should net be
Tlghting egainat each other but thet they hed much in common
and that "Red" Aussle was the country Tnglend should he
fightlng - and aoc on, After about throe gquerters of an hour
he began asking me questiona egeln and egain., When I saild I
could not enswer him he sald that he elready lmew but he wanted
to asee if my answers were correct so he eould cheek that T

was a genmuine eirmon, He then proceeded to glve me infornetion
sbout myself end my treining ete,, which really emaged me in
1ts accurscy, There were a few bits, however, that were very
inesccurcte, He particularly wonted to bnow the names of

any ships I had travelled in from Dew Zealand, "Comae now"

he seld "1t'a not lmportant now aas 1t ia quite aocge time ago®,
I could not help answering "Well, 1f 1t's not importent why

ask mot" Ho answercd, "Becouse I must lnow", I replied that
I could not tell him and se a few minutea later T wes dismisszed
end teken Lack to nyr cell Ly a guard,

Tho next day passed the seme ss the othora cxcopt that
by now I wes buay soms of the time vorking out Thooroma in
Goometry on the table top end bedboards, acrateling the diagrems
with my nell; this helpoed to pass the bime and Zept the cld

braln box from golng rusty. I alsc nanezed to unpick the locks
in the windews and open thew enough to let frosh &ip come in
and yet thoy locked ocloaed, Soemetinmes I would open them e
littlo wider and have & look at the aky and the clouds and the
aarth, To me these things represented freedom. Then I would

shiut them when I heard o gunrd walking along the passege, I
was getting used toc e pernmanent hunger, so that it wes not
quite 80 bad ca the firat couple of days slthough by now I
wag fecllng alightly woek in tho legs, I used to chew the
tread very slowly so thet it would last longer and in order
to galn the mexlmun ecolorifiec wvelus from 1%,
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All things, tewporel, come te en end end so in e days
time my period of solitery confinement came to an end, T had
been in & week but it scemed more like o TEAD, & opuoard
collocted me and took me to & room where there wore about fourteen
to eighteen other priscners, chiefly Amerlcan alverew,
Faturally encugh there was quite a lot of teliking geing on as
the mon got to knew one ancther, and the relief from "solibapy”
tended to make them talk, Thelr tople matter wes wvery gsneral
énd I think that the fect, perhaps rather remot but atill &
posulbllity, that o Germen spy might be put amongst them, kept
thelr tongues off "shop', We were teold that wo were golng
to Dulag Luft cn the other alde of Prankfurt and shortly after-
wards were marched cut under s strong guard armed with sub-mechine
guns,

AfGer going a little way we cams to a tremway atop and
shortly afterwsrds an old tram, specially reserved for us
cama and we clambered in, Pagsing through the city of
Frankfurt we obteined quite a mood look at the town, I cannot
remember much aboub it, on that trip, that impresszed nmae, axcapt
that I saw very little bomb demage; the town itself up £ill
then had recelved no major raid although certein important
chjectives outaide the town had previously been attmcked,  When
we arrived at Dulag Luf't we wers shepherded inslde the wirs and
intc a barrack room where we were thoroughly searched, Than
woe walted some tims until a young Germen offlcoer cams and gave
us a little tallk on the deo's and don'ts, moatly don'tsa, in a
prilscn cemp, I think most of us were amazed when he opaned

hls mouth.  "Liaten, you guys” he began = we could hardly ‘
bolleve ocur ears, Hobt a trace of foreign accent - he aocunded
ea though he came atralzht from Americs, Apart from the

uniform one eould not have pleksd him cut from ths American
alrerew who were prisonera.
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During the time I was at Dulag many other prilsoners came inbo
the cemp and about two batehes were sent oub to thelr permannnt camos.
The Wajority of those who came in were Amerlcan slrerew, nosbly shotb
dewn at Swlenfurt whors I think aboubk 50 Fortresssa wera loat. Thera
wore alaso soma R. . ™, ground erew capbured ab Leros and Cos and
brought up in catble brucks through Greece and Austris inbto Germany,
tha journey teking them two wesla. e amarican in wmy room was a
gunner in & Liberstor shot down ocn the raid toe the Pelesti 01l{islds,
anocther an R,A,7. chap flylng In a Baltlmors in lbaly. Hia kite
collided with another in the air, Ha saw the two kites coming together
the next thing he remsmbsered was that he was hurtling oub infto blue
space, Hla 'chube was fortunately clipped on sc he pulled the ripoord
and fleabtsd to sarth whers the Germana were walting Lo recalve hlmg
fulte a namber of the Amsricans were wounded,; scma 1n aedkion, with
parmon shell., flaky or fira and others bedly batisred, chielly srourxl
the head as evidenced by swollen Mees, nosas and 1ipa and hall closed
eyas and discolouration: these letter inJuries were the resuli of haing
crpbtured Ly eivilians, unbil rescuaed by the German acldlers, Most of
the cases of the wounded in action wera amputation cases - a leg or
an arm mlgsing. Some were even carprled in by their lellow prisoners.
It waa one of the riska they took when they flew over enemy Lerrltory
and most of them sesmed reslgned to make the hest of what was lofG
instend of regratting what they hed loat.

One nlzht, after T had been there aboubt a waeall, the airens
began towail,  AlL the lights fmmedlstely went oubt and In the darl-
nass we began Lo esoocunlate where the ratd would be and hoped Lo good-
neas that 4t would nol be PFrankfurt. We crowded arcund the windows -
a dangerous thing to do in an alr raid - and wetched some orangs
ecolourad flares come [leating down soms mlles away, =lao Liny polnba
of licht flickering afar off ahowed ws that flsk was being ahob up.

A faint distant rumble sesmed to amother any sound (rom the disbant
[ung . Zoon aftnrwards as the sound of approsching aircralt becams
Louder we alac hesrd the sharp crack of guns &s ones nearar be us
openad up. Thenw e were suddenly shaken by & Lerrifle roar aia A
battery of heavv ack-ack puns lmmedlately bshimd the camp, opened up,
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Everything in the barrack seemsd bo ghale, the windowa worsb of all.
From then on except for occasional pesps, we kepb well away from the
windows ., low, too, we could hear the shrapnel tinkling down on the
roof, utslde we could ses the searchlights feeling arcund ln the
dark sky llke ths toentacles of an cctopus sasrching Tor a vicktim., Pap
ol'f'y, we saw a searchlight fasten on te a plane and qulekly obhers came
to dta ald ao that in a very short Liam aboubodoren or o hed Momned & Jar-
gt oo The trapped pleno, a tiny sgeclt, began twiating and turning
and suddenly disapresred Into the friendly cover of tho blacknoss, Ho
were glad, After about half an hour things beceme guiebsr and then
the all elear soundsd. We all breathed a aigh of relief and realis-
e that some airoraft, a blt off the track, had come within the range
of the Frankfurt delances, T wall remember sche of the Americans
saying to me "You can have your nightr aids, fiying alone, we wouldn't
want to de bthem, you can't see what's coming after you and you might
collide with any other of the hundreds of aireraft up thera," I
gaid they could keep thelr daylight stuff, They had many mors
angagomente with fighters and they had to fly in formatlon right over
tha Largel - a bhuge target for aclkieack - we sl leaaat could weave as wo
began our run upe, Whether 1t was any safer T don't know, andrather
doubt, but the psychological effect was good, So, as I menblonsd, we
pash preferred the task we ware aset to do and did not compobe, but
compllimanted sach other,

A nlght or two later we had s repeat of the pravious alarm
In a mach stroneser form. This time we agsw rad T,1. markers caszcadlng
down over on the far side of the city scowe know what Lo sxpact, For-
tunately for ua the alireraflt were making theirmn in from the othor
silde so that by ths tims they rosched our camp they would have tholr
bomb: bays empby, The sharp eresckling of the guns was beling meprgad
more and more Iinto one contirwous acund as the rosr of the hoavy
bombera becams louwder, Then all this nolas was punctuabtiad by heavy
oxpLoglons which rocked the camp and sent 5 lob of Che Americana rac-
ing cut of thoe barreck In a panic and intc the half formed allt troenche:
with no bthicker cover on Ghem than the roofs of our barracka. The
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reat of us lay on the bottom bunks and hoped for the beat. Of courss
we took occasional paeps oubt the windows, which we took the precaution
of epenlng so that they would not be shattered by bomb blast, The
sky scroas the clily begen to asaume a rosy hue,and orange and yellow
night fighter flarss sleowly dreifting down, addsd to the all-over pglow,
The intense blue whita of the ssarchlight beams stabhing cut Into the
sly looked bluer than usual, belng s ccanbuated by the surrounding warm
tones, As soon aa an alraoraflft was found by one besam others would
switeh on to it untll it was in the apex of a largse cona, Thenw o
wounld 8 aa the apsx become ons maas of burating flak as every gun
posalible Grainsd up into it Wo saw thosa aircraft, with one axcept=
lon come tumbling down out of the sky, blaging wrecks, and we felt for
thalr crews. One cams btwisting and diving madly, right overhead, try-
ing to eacape the clutches of thoss cold blue fingers of light that
remorselesagly exposed At for nearly Cive minutes to any lurking night
I'ighters and the ground punnera, It was the e xoeption thalt night as
guddenly with a quick slip cut, 1t sluded the apex and got away in the
darkness, The searchlights frantically waved round and then gava it
up &nd began to asarch for further victims. Fortunately for usa no
aireraft overahot much in ths releass of 1ts losd. I knaw that ths
invariable tendency was, 1f anything, to uwndershoot, sc that it would
bo unluely 1f wa ware hit. The rald only lasted for a litble over half
an hovr ao I prosumsd 1t was only a diverslonary rsid; which was gulte
sncugh for ua though; =& majorrald probably tock place asomewhsro elso atb
at the same time, and we wore all very relleved whan 1t was ovar,

The lights went on sgain with the big spotlight swinging around the
camp, scrubiniasing the wire and barracks, The Americana crawlsd bacl
Into thelr rooms, wet and coversd with aticky clay. Thay had plunged
hgadlong into the trenches only te find them helf full of watler.

Hext morning the sun reoae a dull red ball, trying to plerce the smoka
eloud carried low ascrosa the olty by thes wind, Locking st ths smoks
we thougnt "We've hit something that will be a leas to them,"
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: One morning a call was made for volunbesrs to bring ln some
Had Cross parcels sc I pubt my name down. At about 9,30 a dogen of us
with two Gorman guards, boarded a lorry and were goon oubslde the wire
and travelling at & fast pace along the cobbled strests. Sltting In
the baclk of the open truck we got a good view of the shops and houses
although the bltingly cold wind tended to blur our vision by malting
our ayes water, arriving at the reillway siding we Jumped out of the
truclk, and,with the guards, went across and opened up a rallwey truel,
It was crammed with Red Cross aupplles ~ about 1,500 food parcels and
socme sacks of clothlng ete, We formsed a pgang and soon had the lorry
filled with about half the parcels, While it went back to camp and
nnloaded we szat around and talled. From & nearby truck coal briguettes
were baingshovelled out into & cart. I notieced an o0ld German woman
coms hobbling aleng, and when shs thought shawas not being obszerved
she hurrledly pepped some briguebtes, lying around, into her large
shopping bag. Then she hurrded away,., It was here that I saw my
firet Ruasiana, ™o prlscners wers working in a truck very near usg
arwl gome more wore further along the lins,  Thesa two looked likae
pictures I had seen of Tibetans, very dark with narrow eyes, inclined
to be short in stature, dirty and unkempt and dressed in rags with
cloga and sacking arcund tholr Ffeet, Thay wera obvicusly underfed
and Lll-treated, Then scme Iballan prisoners cams alenga nd began
takding large colls of heavy wire and loading it into a cart, They
also were of rather smell stature and were underncurishsd as shown by
the difficulty they had in lifting the wira, Thelr greenish yellow
skin coleur, thelr shrunken looking faces with prominent bones, their
overbrileht, derk ataring eyes and the slowness of their movemsnts all
ghowed the atate they wers in, I had read thet there wers aprroxis
mately 20,000,000 prisoners in Germany such as these. 8laves = we all
were at the command of the senemy, but what a contrast from ths well-
fed, healthy, Italian priscners working on the farms in England, If
the court reports in the English papars wers trus soms of them wers
happy with the a Mfections of & few of the Engligh land army girls, If
they waers found with a German girl the penalty waa death and Lhe girl's
hoad was shaved, We dizcussed all thia aa we watched them and waited
Fer the truclk to return, We saw aome locomotives which, to nme,
leckad wvary sinilar to pictures I had seon of Fraench Locos, In alze
they were bebtween the American and English, althoush nearar the
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American then English, Many of thelr suxllisry and working parts
wars oubtalde and not encleosed s Iln the English locomotive,  Streaks
of rast dlscoleoured thelr bollers, and some of the alde platsa, but
from what I could see thelr driving reds and other moving perts soomed
to be liberally smeared with a thick black gresse, The buffers on
the Truck we wers working in, were thlckly coversd wifh this grepse
too. The Germans seamod to have more of this stulfY than I waa lad

to believe, © When the truckmwturned I had s good locok at the springs =
¥yos, they woro wall Ilubricated too, We got all the boxes and goar
aboard on the third trip sand plled sboerd in ths back with ocur guards,
Back mt camp wo unloaded it gall into a store,. For the sige of ths
camp theare assemsd to be a tremendous store of parcels and one of tha
permanent ataflfvaalild that there was nesarly enough To laat them & year.

: A oouple of timea while I waa there I took my turn at pesling
potetoes 1n the kitphen, - It waa quite a convivlial seffalr with a bout
a dozen of us altting arcund s huge lron contalner telling & torles,
and lncldents of our homslands and travels. It waa hero =~ behind tha
soenes = that I notleced that ths permanent staff looked after them-
salves very well,  Although prisconers like ouraelvea they obvlously
fed better than we did and i we gveraged ona Red Crosa parcel per weok
per man they must have averaged mord than one per man psr wealk, We
saw no milk for Instance,except what mlpght be used 1in cocking and the
very little that waa put in the tea, coffes or cocom, but thsy always
geomed to have tins of condensed mllk on the teble and if gome of them
were having a meal it would be poursd libsrally on their large plates
of porridge or awest, Thay had very good quartera too, I was glad
+to aes that &t lesst asome prisonera were living 1n mood querters, four
in & room with separate beds with sheets and pillows and well stocked
book shelves, Latar on when at snother camp I remember a [ormer
member of the permenent staff at Duleg telling me how he used todrink
sbout half & tin of condensed milk nearly every mornlng,in fact they
had just about anything they wanted, Personally, I did not bogrudge
him the extre btut I doubted if 1t were somsthing to boast sbout to
others who were elways hungry when there,
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After a stay of aboub two weeka I found I wag on a bateh of
about ninety men to go to Stalag 1VB at Mulhberg. At about 8 e'lelock
in the morning we paraded with our meagre kit and after anaswering our
nemea we alowly Lilsd through a large room wherse we were thoroughly
ssarched, Then the 'baggy pants! Colonel arrived with a couple of

'stoogea! and addressed us, and warned us not to ty and escaps, "My
puards are well armsd, and will not hesltate to sheoot to klll without
warning." He contimied, "They are also there for your own protection;

in Frankfurt there are very many people who have loat thelr homes and
loved onos as aresult of alr ralda, Thoge pedple have been evacuated
from Essen and other towns 1in the Ruhr Vallsy, and would lile to kill
you 1f they got the chance,” Going ocuteide we were handed a Hed
Croass (English) parcel sach and then we plled into cur ransport. A
couple of balea of wood atraw were thrown in after us and then we left
tha gamp,

Once again I aaw some of the strests of Frankfurt on Main,
Some were a blt different tovhat I had seen befors, wilth damaged bulld-
ings and pllea of broken meterlal and glass atdll lylng in heaps. |
Reachling the Railway Stetionw s were taken to the Goods Yard andafter
being lined up, were laft without guards for some hours,., Later we
were taken to two railwey wagonas, One wes a speclal prison carrlage
with heavily barred windcowa, wooden scats and a separate compartment
for off du guards, The other was 8 closed-1n truck with a notlce,
whl ranslatad from the French was written "10 horses cor 40 men."
It had two gliding doors and twoe slatted ventilators and a little
atove in its cenbre, We spread out the straw on the fleor end then
48 of ua got in. After about four houra in the giding we were ghupt-
gd about the yards and in the evening besgan our Journey to Mulhbarg,

I had positionsd myself near a small hole in & orack in the
door opposite to the one wo ehtered by, and when I Jjammed my eye close
to it; I could see gulte well the passing viewa, TPFor a whlle we
seemed to De travelling alengside a river, and the further we went,
untll we left the town, the greater the dsatructlon seemod to be,
Thers sesmed to be far too mach of Frankfurt's large bulldings stlll .
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atanding but 1t wes some satisfaction to ses some damage 1n the fact-
ory area of the town, We were all lying in the straw, s0 cramped
that two chapa had ne room to lis down and had to atand, taking turns
with othera to do se, We travelled all through the night with
mumerocus atops,. It was bltterly cold with a strong wind blowing.

It whistled in. through the crack and down my neck and back, My Isat
were at times uncomfortably warm as theoy were Jjammed up againat the
atove whlch was keph %Ding most of the night with some odd blocks of
wood supplied for thet purpose; so, lilte most of ths othera, I did
not alesp during ths nlght but only dozed at times, Ones durlng the
night those who wilshed were allowed cut of the truck, for obvlcous
rogsond, and wera watchsd by two guarda. The night seemed very long
buteventually 1t cams to an snd with the dawnlng of a grey day.

After alow travelling during the morning we came to & shop on
8 glding near a ailgnal box in the eerly afternocon. In the far dls=-
"tance I cowld aee the roof topa and spilres of a small town.  The flat
country alde, mostly lying fallow, had about two ragged hedges and
some smatiored brsea leocking as though they had lost the will to live
and merely exlsted, bowed in submisslen to the prevalling wind. From
‘& village on the other alde scme of our guards cobtained aoms large
pans of & barley porridge for ws from the German Red Croass Canteen
thers, A9 it was hot and there was plenty of 1%, it was greatly
rellshed by all, In the early eveningwe atarted off agaln, and about
9 ololock that night resched our last stop, MNuef Burxdorf. Here we
ramained on a 8lding for the rest of the nlght., Through tho craclk I
gould me a lerge camp with many shaded lights encireling 1ts perimeter
and a nurber of powerful speotlights flashing snd turning. We all
puossad it was to be our fubture home,

Day dawned with low grey cload and a fine dplzzliing rain, We
lined up in threes end began our march to the camp., Oarrylng cur kit
and the remains of our Hed Cross parcels we trudged salong the muddy
roads feeling rether depressed and each man keepling his feelings to
himself and, by this, contributing to the sillence of the party., TUn-
washad and una%avan, wlth torn and ersaged battledrsas or flylng
jackets or pullevers, we must have locked a rough lot of men with all
semblance of smartness gone, J
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Whenwe gob closer to the camp I begen to gt & better: 1dea of
its lmmense alze, Later T was bo know that there wers much blgger
camps than this one, but up to now 1t wes the biggest congregation of
msn T had seen in a small spacé., Coming to the entrange of the o amp
T was struck by the semblance to some Indian Stockade, by the fact
that the mein sesrcnlight platferm and the supporta, which were the
deminent feature, wers bullt of unbarked logs. A large glock under=
neath the gusrds lockout and sbove the words M.3tammenlager IVE ahowad
the time to be round sbout B o'elock, as far as I cen remembar,  As
we walted by the entrance, to be handed over by the Luftwalfo to the
Wehrmacht, I saw & batch of priacners waiting to go out. By thalre
side walking up and downwas a broad men of medium height, He had
s strong face with very good colourlng, a jet black beard and moua-
tache and bright dark eyes. = I did not mow then that [ would meet
and know thiz man - the most dynamic and the finest man it has boen
my good fortune to maet. My impressions then were far Irom happy =
not enhencsd with the ascene befors me. The huge gates thilckly
erlss~crossed like soms splder web with barbld w irs, the long muddy
main road through the camp with the leng low grey huta at close regu=
lap jd.;.lgrir_;]i; until they mapged inte one formless blur in the diatanos,
the ab™ o ps of dejected looking priscners scattered about, the
groen uniformed German soldiers with thelr stoel helmota and rifles
and bavonets and then the greyneas and bleakness of evarything, the sky,
the raln, the barracka, the ground -~ all the same flat colour. Tha
Iuftwaffe maard marched away and we enterad the maln road of the camp
under the escort of doms German soldiera in command of & German
Jenlor N.C.O. This man was old, with grey halr,rather bandy legs
and & thin sharp pink face with hard, pale blus eyes., He had a high
pltehed veoics and, like everything else a bout hlm, we lesrnt to dis=-
liks it intensely. . He shouted aft us in hls cwn gutberal tongue and
when we showed wo did neot understand him, he bogsn to seream sl us,
niz face becoming livid and his hesrd jerking ebout like & bilrd'a.
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Ey the way hoe handled some of ua it was certalnly evident he did not
Ve U8, .

Wo eventwally arrlved at a barrack where, after walting some
tlme In the rain, we were searched and then, using a stencil, red trl=
angalar patehes were palnted on the right leg of our Trousersa and on
the backs of our jackets and greatcoats, We falt propsrly branded,
Then we went past a long line of tables 1n snother hut whers Brltlash
Army prlacnsra took our partioulsrs down on e ards which, apart from
name , rank and number, incluoded neme and relstionship of next of kin,
home address, agoe and religlon, Then 1n snother roomwe ware photos-
graphed 1n batches of sbout a dozenat a tims. When that was all
over wa were marched to the De-louser and showara, Here we atripped
off all our clothing and, with our lkit, 1t was wheoeled out of the room
by Ruaalan prilsoners who worked thore. We gqueusd up and flled in,
under the ahowers about thirty at a time, Filing cut again we paased
by two Russlang who painbed parta of our bodles with a sticky. colour-
lesa llguild, the odour of whichwas very strong. As we had no towels
we crowded around & huge hot alr fan and wera soon dry. Soon alfter
ouy clothes and kit were mturned, psrmeated with an almost overwhelming
smoll of some type of ecyanide which socon hed wa all coughing and
spluttering, and sorambling all over the gear, pulling it and scrting
it ocut, did not luprove matitera. Then we wera inocoulated and then,
going over to another hut, we were Xerayed, I notleed thet the X-ray
was Talken more gulckly than I had ever seen before and the equlpmont
looked batter; also instead of using large gsheets of fllm in a helder
for sach man a Contax (miniature) cemersa was used which, I thlnk, is
muach better for the job, -

Tt was now mld=afterncon and at last we were finlshed, being
taken to the barracks we were to be quartered in, and dismlsasd.
Crowds of other prisonera aswarmed sround us asking us questlons and
a8 they were almost all R.4.F. types the bulk of our draft found asome
former friends and were scon in animated converastlon, The appsar-
ance of the other prisonera did not cheser me up as I noticed thelr
dirty rouwgh clothing,their pallid cheeks with generally a lew days
growth of brisztles, The comparison between the plump rosy cheeks of

45



our chaps and.them, was most marked and I wondered how long 1t would
take before we had the same drawn white frces, Inside the barrack

in whickh I was to live I was appalled by the crowded and fllthy con=
dltiona., T sat on theedge of a bottom bunk, after being told it was
mine, and looksd around. The pervading colour of everything was &
dirty grey, threough brown to a dull brick red., Locking at the eoll-
ing ono could asa thet & long time ago it had been whitewashed tub now
the whitewash that had not ?%akaﬂ off was a dull grey. The bunks were
very roagh affaira made of wood and in three tlers,. They had abowt
nine & to 8 inch beoarda fitted in two ledges for a bottom and then a
sack with acme wood shavings for a mattresa, Neadlasa to aay averys=
tine ons moved the matresa, clowda of dust arcse,  The uneven floor
sonalsted of brileks with e arth in between, the reault, of course, was
that the barrack always had a certaln amount of fine penstrating dust
floeting arcund which incressed the difficulty of keeplng clean,
Therewers two briclk stoves in ths hut with hot plates of approximate-
1y 4 by 5 feet alsc some long rough looking tebles and benches, At
one ad B corner was partitionsd off with some sacking and 1t was here
thet those in charge of the barrack lived,  Strung ecross the cell-
ing in various parts of the hut were makeshift clothss linesa from
which hung a lot of grubby looking underclothing.  Therew ere about
edght windows along sach side of the baprack but as moat of them had
loat their glass panas they were boarded up with the result that 1t
was very dark inaide. Wie were badly overcrowded, wlth approximatel
200 men in essch hut, - Thls was certainly evidenced by the stale smell
in the atmosphsre, very notlceabls immediately on entering,

After sittling there a short while another prlaonet of a
dlfferent natlonality approached me with some old cutlery In hies hand
and indiceted the price in clgarettoes, For about ten cigarettea I
waa now the prowd possesscor of a apoon and fork. I could eat in &’
glightly more eivilised fashlon now as the Germans did not issue us
with any equipment at all and evidently e xpected us to use our fingers,
The first meal I had there consisted of a type of porridgs made of
broken barley and rye and when sweetened with the remalns of my Red
Croasa sugar it tasted very good . to my hungry palate. I thought, if
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we got food 1dke this every day from the Jerrles, we will not farse as
badly as I had thought, Unfortunately I was to find out that the
Yekllly" as I heard 1t salled, was normally not nearly as good,

Lying down in my bunk that evening I watched the othera filling
in their time. soma wers dolng a little cooking on the s tove, otheps
wara mendling their well worn clothes, othera reading, othora playing
cards and gemes with Red Cross equipment and obhara were talking.,

Ameons, the R.A.F. chaps were 8 number of paratrocpars as evidenced by
thelr khakl uniform and marcon hersta, I was thinking toc, I remam-
berad the Agricultural and Llve Stock Shows back in ty hometown, The
cattle in concrete stalls and the pilgs im clesn conerote pens and T
thought how those animals lived In cleener and botter conditions than
woe did, It Gtook some time to resliss that we lived under worse con-
ditlons than meny animals, but as I saw more of our conditions T
realised 1t mora, G was In thls frame of mind that I was suddenly
greated by a "Hulle, Mec, it's gocd to see you again" and my hands

wora salzed., Reg. and Hory, two of the crew, were thore, They had
heard of somo now arrivals and so asarched the huts to saaa I any mora
of the crew haed besn capbured and broaght to IV B, Nesdless Lo say I
forgot my despondent thoughts and we talked for soma time, aexchanging
oXperiences. They told me that they were captured the next morning
and met our skipper, BI11l & 'Blacky' - the mid-uppoer, who wers alao
captured at about the sams time. They had also boon told that a body
waa found bsside the remsins of the plans and Hory 8ald that he had
feared it was me sz he knew I would have boon lats baling out, 8o it
wag althar "Bunty" the navigater of "Bill Champ' the Wireleass Op,. who
had "got the chop', I was also told that 'Blacky! had broken his

ankle in two plscea when he lended and therafore they had to half carry
him about when changing trailns on the way down lrom Thisted, Tha
Danish paople had been good to them at Flensburg and when they mave
them goed food including cream celes, the German guarda w ere decant
anough not to prevent them giving 1t, Evidently Hory and Reg had left
Dulag Just befors I arrived there, as they had besn at IV B just ovar
two waels,
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I went with them to their hut which wasa just next door to mine,
They had just cooked a tasty asupper of issusd potatoss mashed up with
B tin of salmon from thelr Red Cross parcels, so I put im & tin of peas -
- about all T had lsft from the parcel lssued at Dulsg, and we ate the
lots We decided that I should try and trensfer to thelr hut as soon
a8 poasible &nd we would all 'ruek in' (another term I learnt sincs
belng a prisoner) together, I went back to my guarters and arranged
with the barrack chisf to be transferred to the other barracks the
following day, ' '

Hext morning I wakened to the scund of an army bugler playing
revellle at about 6130, Among the rocumbent forms I noticed a few
stirring snd heard sone muttering and cursing and about quarter of an
hour later a couple of chaps emsrged from the enclosed space &t the
end of the hut and began walking up and dewn, banging tho bunlks and
shouting "Wale, walkey, rise end shine."  Yout of those pits" and
aundry other expressaiona. Nesdless to sy there were a lot mors curses
coming from the bunks, directed ehiefly at the Jerriss, Just onaaeven
clolock we were all lined up in fivea inside the hut and a coupla of
Jorrlos cams through and counted us, Then beogan the usual routine of
the day which I was to know so well. A fatlgue pertywent to the
cookhicuas and brought back soma larges containara full of hot water,
ancthor party bogan s weeping up the fleoor with short brushos made ecut
of twlgs and thin branchsas. Although water waa sprinkled about, muech
dust arose, settling on our bunks and on the tabloa, A Taew of the men
woere lighting the two ateves and soon the bulk of the chaps wore crowds=
¢d around them for warmth and trying to make a "brow" or cock soms of
thelr food from Red Cross parcels, Cthar mon took rubbish owt to ths
incinerator, while another party went to collect the v atlon of coal
brigusttes from the cosl shed, Aftar felding up our wo blankets and
generally tidying up we were sent out teo walk around ths camp until
Ehﬂ Inspeetlon was over, A strong bitter wind was blowing from the

a8, -

The surrounding sountry was v ery flat and bleal ~ooking, with
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@hﬂ sams mianrable looking trees, aa I had seon from the train,

dotted along the roesds and bent to the winda, On the western horlzon
lay the 1little town of Muhlberg and a tiny glint of ailver raevealod
the position of the Elbe river, On dts far bank was some low undu-
lating ground, A atroak of darkepesen slong the northern horizon
indicated pine wooda, beyond, about 60 miles away, lay Berlin, Oy
the Esst the pine trses were closer with the village of Wuef Burxdorf
while to the South were the same unintorasting looking pines with a
few farm houses and barna scatbtered aecrcss ths Cislda, I saw the
Hazl flag fluttering from a flag pole in the centre of a group of
bulldings a short distance down the road lesading into the camp. I
had often seen pletures of it in newspapers and in nowsreaels at the
cinema, but to me 1t seemed, with all it stood for, as some flcticlous
atory, something to road about, something to laugh and joke about, or
to say "How awful" depending on one's moocd, but now it was something
vary real, I could not rmab my eyes and find it hsd sll diseppeared,
It was & concrete fact to me now and ne abstract thing.

Aftor choutb on hour ot the oubslddo we mburned to our billets and
a fatlgas party brought in the day's akllly from the cookhouse, IE
waa & horrible, greassy, llguid stuflf with a few lumps of teatelsss
turnip in it. I went to the wash-hcuse, Here I found only one tap
working on our side and one for the other aide, Aa the next hut had
no water on daring the day thovy cams Into our wash-house for water,
One tap for approximately 400 men, Neaedloss to say, I had gulte a
walt In a gueus before I could waah and Fill my "dixzey",

By early afterncon I had mads the changs over from hut 40B to
hut 454 and had a top bunk noar the wash-houss door, About mid=
afterncon another fatigue party brought in the dry ratlons. Thosa
ware all divided up evenly amongst the men. I cannot remsmber the
gxact ration for that particular day, but a typicalday'a rationat
that time would consist of about 360 grams of black bread (5 mon to
an 1800 gram lcaf) an inch cube of margarine, a teaspoonful of sugar
and about a 1" ocube of fish or llver paste. Whenwe did not get sugar
waracnlvad the same quantity of "turnip Jam. Wo rocelved bread avery
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day and the mergarine about five days a week, The bull ol cur loocd
was, of course, made up by a 10 1b Red Crosa Food Percel which we worao
supposed to recsive svaery weok. We wers also supposed Lo recelve 50
sclgarebtes per week and to one who 21d 1little smcliing these were use-
ful to trade for extra food from the German guards or other prlaoners,
For aboub nine months after I was a priscner we recelved our full Red
Gross lasue sach weslk but after that time they petersd out. Later
in the afternoocn I went to the Red Cross Clothing Stors and mcolved
some more underwear, a sparf and asome socka, As I had no pyjemas I
now kept the long silk and wool flying underwear I was shot down 1n
- fopr that purpose, I now had enough clothing to kesp me warnm for the
winter and m change as wells. Hory, Reg, and I,w ere now "mucking in®
end they showed me how they cooked thelr food. Bach avening we
mashed up all our German issue pobatoss and mixed it oll wikh a tin
of salmon or Serdines or Bully Bsef, and putting 1t all In an aluminium
bowl they had, we put 1t on the fire, When 1t got hot on the botton
we mixed 1t up with & fork until it was evenly hot,  Then, dividing
it in thres, we ate 1t from cur dixle lids.

: Tn the evening also we hed ancther roll checlt, the Germana
sarefully counting us aa in the morning. For about the flrat month

T did 1ittle apart from doing my share in any fatigues and finding my
way about and getting to lmow what 1ife wes like in & lergs prlaon
camps The camp held prilscnera from many different sountries,., AT that
tims there were aporoximately 8,000 British, 2,000 Pronch, 1,500 Dutch
8,000 Rusaian, 1,000 Poles, 500 Yugoslavs and 2,000 Italians, thus
making up roughly 23,000, The populaticn of the camp Tluctuated con=
siderably reanging from 20,000 to as high as 36,0005 generally it waa
near the 30,000 marl, Tn one large ccmpound were kept the Rusaimns
but they ssemed to filter ocut into the reat of L he camp deapite tho
locked getes and gentrles patrolling the wire. The bulle of the camp
was gquartered in about sixty long low barracks holding about 400 men
in each, Then in & separate compound were four barracks In which wo
of the A, A. F. wore guarterod.
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Hormally we were as fres towander around the camp aa any of
the other prisoners, btut somotlmes on some pretext or other, the Ger=-
trang would leck us in the smell compound, Thers was no attempt mado
to segregate the different nationalltles, apart from the Russlans,
and to many of us 1t was a very intercating exporience to meet and
know pesople from most of the ccuntriss of Burcpo. About six hubta
near the entrance of the camp were lnown as translt huts corf sometimes,
tranalt compounds, althoagh they were 1in no way Fenced off from the
rest of the canp, Thoy got thelr name becauss they were reasrved
for British prisoners who were liable to go owt on worlkiding partlea
or, ag8 the Germans sald,"Kommandosg", The barracks all along the
gentral part of the camp housed the French, Dutch and other nation-
alitiea, while all the huts at the end of the maln road houwsed the
Briltlah Army N.C.0'as,. There wera two large cockhoused atalffed by
prisoners, and it was Ain them that the "skilly" and potatoss were
GEEEEd and t he dryrationa lssued,  EBach hut collected 1t'a rations
dallye

Ag 1t wes Aifflcult to keep o disry, peper at the beoglonlng
belng very scarce, ard anything of a bullynature being diffloult to
hide in & search, I decided agalnat the idea of keoping ons, and con=
spguently much escapes my memory now,  Without golng into a day by
day momorandum I will try and give some ldea of 1life and asctivitios in

Stalag IV.E.

GUARDS

The guards were all men uselss for actlve service., Thoy wore
man who did not pass the reguired standerd of fitness or were too old,
or had been wounded in asction andwers permanently unflt for further
activa service, Thera were all types among themmnglng from out and
out Nagi types who hated us, and only looked for some excuse Go tale
a shot abt ug, to Gormans who would do almosat anything for wa = at a
 price - provided thay would not be found out,  pbout 508 of the barter
for German food, particeularly bread, tock place wilth the German guard
or "Poatern" as he was sometimes callede Invariably they would come
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to the barrack doors under cover of darkness and contatt ONe oL Toe
orisonera, If the prisonsr in gusstionwas not interssted, he would
ghout out in the hut, "Jerry outside with a couple of loaves to sell =
60 fags sach", or, "he wants & bar of chocolate and 20 faga,”  Sone
of the chaps would usually go out and after & blt of haggling, would
gome back with the bresd, or whatever elss the Jerry wes selling.

Their green uniforma were badly cut and of poor guality, and
ag I had always boen used to seeing pletures of tall, smartly dressed
German soldiers, the aight of a lot of them, of amall steturs, apd
poor phyaleal development, in 1ll-fitting uniforma wus rether a sur-
prisos S0 this was some of "The Master Aryan Race,” The first I
had come into contact with at IVE wasa the o Uher Peldwebel who
shouted at we end generally showed how pleased he waa to 580 U. I
aaw him many times since, often raving at priscnera and calling pusrds
to take some particular man,or men, to the "ecoler, or strafe barrack.
One day I saw him in & high t empsr drilving an Alr Force priscner before
him at the pelnt of a ravolver, I often usod to wonder what hias home
wes 1ike, and if ho ever laughed = o see hila grim face es he cycled
down the mein road of the camp certainly made one wonder.

For about the first ten monthe we in the R. AWF. conpound,

aaw 8 lot of a Gorman corporel, whom we calleod "Blondis", Ho was a
handsome fellow of about 26, and about 5' 8" tall, As hla nlclmama
suggests he hed  wavy blond hair and, like mest Germans I had seon,
he had blus eyes, He wore a wound medal and a couple of asrvice
ribbona = one, I knew, was for service on the Husslan front. Ho
spoke & 1little English and, T think, understoocd more of 1t than he

1ot on, He was & soldler and imbuad with Nazl principles, slthough
not to the extreme of a fanatic, and 1t did not blind his sonse of
Justice or, to a lesser extont, hla aenze of humour, T the mornings
he vary often did the inspection of our billebs mrmed with a blg atlcl,
apart from his revolver, With this he knocked down cny ilines or
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elothes henging from the ecelling end scmetlimes the extra shelves the
chaps bullt over their bunks, At a distance the men would beoo him
but later on they chenged thelr tactics end cheersd him every time he
knocked a clothes line down. The madier he got the louder they cheered
with comments such as "o on you great hig brave aclder" etc. I think
he begen to reslise heow foclish he looked, providing such entertalnment
for scon afterwerds he begen to leave us more to curselvesa and in the
end it wes the exception rether then thz rule for him to tesr anything
down.

inother Jerry we dlsliked, s shorter derk man, waa very mebhod-
lcal in hia inspsctions. wa disliked him chieflfly because slthough he
would not touch ws he was elways seafching around cur huts for Nusslans
- who used to come arcund for the purpose of bartur. "hen he found any
ne would kick and best them to the eccompaniment of boos and catealls
from ua, I heve seen Russlians beaten te thelr knees and with blood
streaming from thelr noses and mouths but I did not ses any ol them
eringe under the German, llke I have sasn other prlsoners. Irn the feces
of those I saw, there was only a dogzed sulleness and impotent deflance.
Thia Jerry we called the 'Iron Cross! for the cbvlous reason that he
wore one.

Another Jerry with slick brushed back halr end derk skin,
obvicusly a Southern German, was gquite plessant when he came through the
huts. He would talk to us and say how he thought wars were not good
and that Germany was finished. The way he carried on gave us the
impresslon thaet he was & bit fechble minded, I there were any other
Germans present he would act wvery nastlly. We did not like him and we
trusted him Least of g1l.,

tne guard was & funny little man with guits & senae of humour for
a Germsan, Ee wad inclined to be bandy legged and had & fresh coloured
complexlon and bright blue twinkling eyes, His face tended to wrinkle
and crease up on the slightest provocation and his mouth eiways remind=-
ed me of the mouth of a chimpanzee, We called him 'Tizer Timr, He
wes falrly eessy on us and what was more to the point was consistently
g4, If he found Russlana 1n our compound he would drive them out but
I never saw him attempt to beat or hit them aa meny of the other guards
did. He could take & jolte againast himaelf, as when we outwltted him -
ancther German would have loat his temper.
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Sehmidt was enother guerd who was very falr to us and elthough he
did net seem to ace any humcur in our trying te fox him, he had lnfinlite
patience wlith us, Like 'Tiger Tim' you could not barter with him but
we could see that he was trying to do his duty with the minimum of
irritation to us end so make our lot a 1little eaalier. I doubt 1f any
of the priscnera would want to teke adventaze of him and if they wore
golng to do something thet was likely to get & guerd into trouble for,
sey, lack of vigilance, they would wsit LT possible untll enother guard
wes on  duty. gchmidt was m good locking fellow but rather slow wiltted,
He mlways had a pipe in his mouth and sometimes the chapa would glve him
& little tobaceo for which he was very grateful, but we knew, and did
nct expeet him teo fesl in eny way under a asense of obllgation,

T well remember one morning when he and 'Tiger Tim' having dis-
missed the other guards after the meorning count in the compeound, declded
to stand guard over us for about an hour or sco, keoplng us out 1n the

cold wind because we were late forming up., We wore In two large groups
forming a T, The men &t the end of '"Tiger Tim's' batch begen to edge
towarda the huts, When thne line had elmost formed an L 'Tlger Tlm!

trotted aleng and begen to try and push them back.,  Whon he was down
there the other end began to bend back thua forming & rough Z. Then
those men begen creeping aleng behind the back ranks and with a short
spurt were getting into one of theluts and from there filtering back to
thelr own huts, guite & lot got beck before little 'Tiger Tim! realia=-
cd whet was golng on, the rows of priscners immediately in front of him
blecking his view. Llso by now Schmidt's columm had bent at the
vottom of the T, towarda the huts, while the men at the other end had
spread pight tp to !'Tiger Tim's column and were nlpping behind 1t and
along the back to the huts, Wnen 'Tigcr Tim' went Lo onc end the
other end would start streaming off into the huts untlil suddenl all
the ranks broke up and mede one huge stempede into the huts, HEW
"Mlger Tim' and 'Schmidty' running round in clreles trylng to stop 1t
or ca&tch aomeons . They ceudght . . " . .
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one although I doubt 1f they made any real effort, They looked

g0 comical I could not help leughlng at them, When we were all In
the huts we sll poked our heads out the window and laughed at the
wey wo had eluded them. They walked out of the compound end I
could aee them leughing sbout it as well. If they hed been any of
the other guards, revolvers would have Deen drewn and posalbly asome
men shot, or if not, we would certalnly heve been reported and
punieghed 1in soms way, T often wonder what heppened to thoase two
guardsa.,

fnocther chep we called "The Fagl" - a very bad tempered type.
I think he only itehed for an excuse to take a ahot at us and ne. was
alwaya on the lookout to catch & chap doing scme 1llttle thing wrong,
such as smoking in renka on roll call; then he would march him off
to the atrafe lager. Some of the guards seemod to be of rether
fesble intelligence and I remember one old chap who used to look
ot the feet of the chaps in the front row and never loock up as he
walked slong., I presume he counted them, divided by two and thoen
maltiplied by five. One or two Just rushed down the front renk at
such & speed that if an odd chap were missing in the back renk his
absence would not be notleed, Then they would work out the numbop
with pencil and paper and they seomed to make quite a mathematicsal
problem out of 1t. Taken on a whole we certainly disliked the guarda
although we made use of any of them we could and through them we got
many other things into the cemp apart from food - almoat enythlng
required for esceplng, cameras, f{1lma, mapplng requlrements such as
pens, Inks, trecing paper ete. Towards the close of the war
Hungarian soldlera did part of the duties on the outslde wire, They
were dressed like toy soldiers In navy blue wilth tall ahako type
helmets end smertly cut grestecats and close fitting Jackboots.
Traitorous wretches we thought them, just collaborating with which-
ever alde they thought wes winning, At least you knew whers you
- were wlth a German. e was a soldier end e fighter but these
penay fellows - |
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Other Jerries I knew well by sight, although chay nad 1little
to do with us in the R.&.F. compound, included another "Blondie”
gbout 516" with a sharp face. we all reckoned he was brothoer to our
"plondie" but T think 1t wes & guess rather than by any actual
lmowledge., He was in charge of the Russien compound.  They wers
mich freer with their revolvera in that compound than in the rest of
the camp. The Rusalans, unlike eny prlacners of other netlonalitlie
had no Intsrnational Red Creoss or Government who was intercated In
their welfere or what happened to them. tBlondie! would beat somo
of them up on the slightest provecatlon,

another guard we knew well by slght used to petrol aleng the
mein roed looking for Russlans who had managed to get ocut of thelr
compound or had slipped out of & worklng perty golng out for the day.
He, too, treeted them roughly but he was not Qulite so brutal as some

of the others. He was o tall men, & good 61 with & lean face with
skin like a lightly tanned lesther, I've seen him draw hla revolwver
on them but never saw him press ths trilgger. tne dey I remember &

Fusslen had slipped out of the compound and was dlscovercd Dy thia
puard creeping under the cover of a few little bushes to get inte the
maln body of the camp. He shouted to the Rusalsn who stocd up and
alowly moved towards hinm, This guard had hils gun drewn and I think
he must have had some trouble with Rusalah priscners earlier 1ln the
morning, To say that he was in & state of suppressed fury would
doseribe his feelings falrly accurately.  High light ccloured eyes
were nerd under hla drawn brows and glared with an intentness &3
would begrudge the split seconds requlred for blinking. Il that
prisoner had made one false move he would have been o dead man.
Sometimea a Jerry would draw a gun for bluff but not alweys and as
fou eouldn't tell the difference 1f pald te take no chances. I've
acen British priscners shot., By the way we named thla parti-uler
guard 'Long John Sllver!?.
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There were alsc two Russians In the uniform of the German
Army . Cne was en offlcer and the other & private and they hed e
badge on the left arm wlth the worda P.OGA, They were disliked
intenaely, most of all by the Russlens, I would not like their
ehences of llving efter we woro libersted,

Wo gew very little of the German officers. They were very
smartly dressed and Inclined to be stiffly correct and formal, The
captaln, who acted for the 0.0, - & Colonel, was a Ceptaln Koelng
and untll we had & new ©.0. Sent to the camp, his orders were not
too hmrd or unreasonable, consldering 1t was a prlscn camp and not
8 noliday camp. In the middle of summer they often wors a white
uniferm which, of course, made them very consplouous when they
welked around the camp.

DISCIPLINE & RESTRICTIONS -

Diseclipline wes at & minimum among ocurselves, Unlike most of
the ermy huts, renk did not count in tho seleotlon of hut commandera,
guartermeaters ete., In the R,A.F. huta, If, say & hut commander
wasd proving unsatlafectory, the men would turf him out, hold an
alectlon end vote 1n a new one. The hut commender was responsible
to the Germens for the condition of his hut and the punctuelity of
the men on perade, cometimes 1f thinga were not correct wlth hin
hut he would be sent to the cells to do punishment that was reslly
duez to the others in his hut, The fetigues for each day were work-
ed out and posted up the previcus evening and unless excused by the
doctor or beceusc of being on a permanent fatlgue, every one had
thelr turn, Apert from the fetigues in the hut each dey such as
aweeplng, getting the hot water and wet and dry raticna, sach hut had
to supply a compound fatigue party sbout once a week, This usually
amounted to between 20 end 60 men end the duties conslsted of cleaning
cut the rubblsh dump end incinerstor and carting the rubbish away,
&lao straightening up paetha, f1lling in holes ete., and often supply-
ing & party of men for the Plonecr Park where odd labouring Joba
coennected with the cemp were done,

57



Inslde the three high, heavily wired fences ran a low wire
about four feet from the inslde fence; thia was known as a warning
wire and anyone stepping on or seroas it was lisble to be shot,

About nine months before the end & large number of metal pletea with
the skull and ecrossbonea, were fastened to these wires and the inside
fences. Right round the cutside fences were high sheded lampa at
short intervals and alsc about ten or twelve high watch towers, each
fitted with s revolving searchlight, The cutzlde fence wea about
three fest off the middle one and the space in between wea one mass
of colled and tengled barbed wire, Thne space between the middle
fence and the inslde fence was lkept clear for a geood reascn. ‘When
the zirens walled, indicating en esir rsid, all the lights went out.
The prisoners all haed to be in their barracks end extra guards
patrolled the camp. Degs were set loose between the inalde and
middle fencea., Desplte these precautlions quite a number of prilaoners
gdceped through the wire durdng eir raids,  Quards were slso alweys
ocn_duty on each cockhouse and at nights on the coal house, Roll
calla, when I first arrived in 1VB, took place Inside the huts = 1t
belng winter time; 7 otclock in the mornlngs and about B in the
evenlngs, Alter that time prisoners were not allowed outside their
barracks untll the first whistle sounded by the German guard about
helf an hour before the revellle bugle. In the spring we paraded at
.50 a.m. outalde in the compounds and ebout & In the svenings.

From then onwards wo always paraded in the open and it wes not too
pleasant In the followlng winter with heavy snow and driving winds,
eapeclally when at times we were deliberately kept ocut in it for times
renging from an hour to a whole morning. We in the R.A.F. were
punlshed more this way than any other prisoners in the cenp,
partleularly, we notleced after & hesvy sir rald on a nejor nearby
town auch as Berlln, Dresden or Lelpzlg., We used to take a delight,
though, in seeing o0ld German guerds standlng in the Intense cold and
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penctrating winds snd cbviously asuffering from 1t. I've seen mors
than one gusrd hobbling arcund the fence on-a stlick and one even
had & cruteh,

At tlmes we were locked 1n ocur compound for perleods up to two
weeka, Thia was slso a punlshment which woe meted ocut to the HLALF.
only, In any case 1t could not egally have beon glven to the Army
or prlscnsra of other nationelitiss apart from the FEussilans, as they
were not Iln separete compounds but llived in the maln bedy of the camp.

At night, after llghts out, the Germans patrollsed Inside the
camp in palrs, apart from the guards outside the wire, By sbout
Hovember '44 conly single guards were starting to go around eccomp-
anled by lerge dogs - every posslble men was being needed for the front,
Almost all the Gsrman soldlera were armcod wilth & rifle, usually a
French model with & trilanguler baycnet. 411 the N.C.02 and cfflcera
were armed with revolvers,

Crnee o year our cepbors were allowed, by the Geneva convention -
te hold & genepsel parade and march past of all thelr prisonsrs, I
experlenced one of these, We masembled in our reapective poailtiona
at sbout ¢ cfcleock one morning in the largest cpen area in the camp.
some netlenalitles maprched from thelr guarters to thelr poaltiona and
I will always remember the large Russlan contingent. They merched
wlth a steady determlned tread sll singing one of their baebttle asongs
in deop; strong velces. Although only dressed 1n neondescript and
regged clothing they were moat impressive, It certeinly helped to
confirm my belief that 1t was the men end not his clothes that showed
him for whet he was. When all the men were asaembled, the "review"
took plece. We merched out In batches of about 500, & abresst down
cleng the maln road. A large number of German acldiers lined the
road watehlng wa, some of them taking photos, The Commanding Offlcer
and his satellites stood stiffly to attention as we marched peat &t
the eyea rlght. We all heted doing this but as it -wes according to
E?e rules of the Geneva Conventicon there wasn't much we could do about
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fccording to the Convention we were supposed to salute German
Off'icers but It waa very rarely thet any prisoner, particularly a
Britisher, dld so deaplte the notices that ceme out from time to
tlme ordering us to do so, backed by threats as to the punishment we
would regelwve 10 we didn't, If we saw an-offlcer coming we would
ususlly avold him or else turn our basks to him. They tried to bring
us to heel in this respect by putting a few prisoners in the cells:
for about two weecks, hoping that these examples would maks wa change
cur attitude. However 1t did not have the dealred effect and 1n
the end the Germans left ua mlone and tolerated our attituds, I well
recall an ineldent regarding about 200 Duteh Offlcers who, &3 prisocners,
arrived in our camp. We celled them toy soldiera as they were
dressed very smertly in a rather old feshioned style of uniform which
did not lock wvery practicel under modern battle conditicna. They were
alao dlslilked by meet of the other priscners as they acted rather
arrcgantly and seemed to have e high opinion of themselves,  These
men, I was told, compleined to the German Commandent that they were
not getting the respect due to thelr rank, from the other prisonarsa.
The Commandsnt simply said to them, so i1t waa reported, "I cannot got
eny salutes from the priscners so what can you expoct,”

Esceped & Escaplng fctivitica -

Although eascape from IVB wea not a simple matter, 1t wes
comperatively sasy compared with Luft Camps and Concentretlon and
Punishment Camps. One factor which helped was the large slze of
the cemp with all the natlonalitics mixing, A camp of this size and
compoaltion was rather unwieldy to manege &nd keep checked especlially
when 1t was coupled with the fact thet & large number of the guerds
were rather dull witted. Another factor te cur beneflit was the fact
thet there were alweys quite large movements of priscnera in the CEMP ,
elther coming from, or going out on working partles. Theae elso were
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of various netionalitics,

Soma pertles were, for long perieds o time, at conslderable
dlstances from the camp, in mines, fmctorles, rallways and scmetimes
farms; other parties, chiefly Rusaian, Polish or Yugozlav, would
leave the camp deily to work on nearby ferms end return in the evenings,
From fthese men we would obtein much information regarding the
outalde world and matters pertsining to escape, such ez the best type
of disgulse, aafest routes to travel, whether certsin spoat were
extra hot l,e. guarded more heavily than ususal, For Inastance we
got to know that the area within e radius of about 50 milea of the
camp was more closely watched and patrolled than previoualy. The
extra armed men required were largely drawn from clviliens and Hitler
Youth Movements, These poople wore & speclal yellow arm band,

For some months, with & few cother prisconers, I spent much time
In preparing meps for intending escapes, Thus I obtelned some idea
a8 to the number of excapes end realliszed why the Germens were gocnera-
1ly, throughcut Germeny, tighter in thelr ssecurlty of Luft Kriegesgef=
enger Camps than other camps. A good 90% of the sscapes from our
comp were by R.ALF. priszoners, about & te 8% by paratroopers and the
reat by regular army prlacncrs.

The most commen wey of escape was for en R.A.F. chap to oxchange
identitles with an Army privete dus to go out on & working party.
Onee out on an average working party, escape was not very difficult,
Another way was by the obvloua method of hacking through the wire,
A pelr of wire cutters was a big help but so long sa the horlzontal
wires wore broken away from the vertical wires, the wires could be
forced apart sufficiently in pleces, to allow & men to get through.
Toe next thing to do apart from equipping eneself for travelling acrosa
Germeany, was to walt for the R.ALF. Walling sirens on the camp and at
Mulbburg would give smple warning of the approsch of the "heaviea®
and 8o long ea they were within a hundred miles of the camp all lights
would be doused from the main switchboard, 48 the R.A.F. only
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made thelr serties on the darkest of nights this was to the advantage
of theoae attempting to make the broak, To frustrate cascapeca the
Germana let loose doga betwoen the inside and middle fences but I
never neard of any of our chaps belng caught dr unduly trouble by them,

: Quilte & number got out iIn the rubblsh or tin cert untll Jerry
found cut and from then con used to stop the cart at the gate and stab
tnrough the rubblish and tins wlth o bayonet. To illustrate how they
actually got away from the cart let me give an Instance:-

'Wiles! and 'Buck' planned to go this way, Cne morning they
went cut into the compound with the fatigue party who were to load
tins into a cart. When the gusrd, who wes not vigllant on a Job inslde
the camp, was not looking 'Milea' end one of the fatlgue perty crawle d
inte the bottom of the cart. 'Buck' took part in the fatigue party.
The roascn he did this was thet because of his helght (over &0t) 1t
would be difficult to hide in the cart; how he was to chenge places
and escape will be spparent later. The cart pasased out the mein gate
without lneldent, after the fetigue party were carefully counted,

The perty with thelr wago~ end escort made thelr way to the tin dump
sltuated nearly a mlle away in & large compound with two or three
empty barracks and & lerge brick shed. This was all ancleosed by &
7 't barved wire fence with scme lower wire criss-crosscd on short
stakes outslde and guarded by one scldier on duty at the only gate.
As the party mac. thelr wey inslde the compound they wers once &galn
checked, Then as they proceeded to the tin dump thelr escort staved,
83 usumlly heppened, at the gate end chatted to the guard on duty
there, The tin dump was partly hidden from their alght sc the rest
WES aaay. The twe theps climbed cut, the tins were dumped end the
Fatigue party went back wlth the wegon to thelr guard, atill talking
at the gzate, 'Buck?! and 'Mlles'! were lying low on the far side of
one of the barracks. As the guard stayed at the entrance there weas
1ittle risk of discovery when hacking a way ocut through the wire -
usually In a apot hidden from his view by the berracks or shed,
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Hernally they would walt untll derkness could hide their sctivities
but, if T remember rightly, 'Buck’ and his cobber hacked their way out
through the wire durlng the day. Unfortunetely they were spotted '
later in the dey maklng scross the flelds and wore receptured,

Another way of escaping wesa by bresking away from a wood
fatigue party. These parties wore ususlly gquite large and each hut
sent 1ts required number of men who in turn brought thelr cwn weed
which they had collected in the forest, to their reapective huta,
Haturally only & certain number of huts were able to be represented
on each trlp sc therefore the huts were divided into groups, each
group teking its turn. A8 the name suggesta the purpose of the
party was to collect wood for fuel, this commodity being in extremely
short supply. The party, after being checked, would leave the
cemp under the escort cof a pumbesr of guards. on arriving at asome
woods the prlaoners were shown the ares in which they could "serounge"
for broken snd dead wood, The gusrds would atatlen themselves on
the outakirts. The prlscners would then diwve Intc the sres and gather
all the wood they could pessibly CEPTY . The onn or two priscnera who
had declded to eacape would watch for & favourable opportunlty and
then dive off intoc the woods, The other prisocners would take as long
&8 they could to line up when the Germen In charge had decided thaet it
wes time to go beck to camp, Thus the esceplng prilsoners would have
half’ an hour or more start before thelr abasence was discovered,
Usually the eacaping priscnera had decided on & hiding place, determimed
from Information given to them beforehand. They would ususlly hides
there untill nlghtfall and them make thelr way South, Sometimes they
would 1le low two or three days until the hue and cry had died down,
before starting to travel, ' '

George Barrell with & Norweglan In the R.A.F. escaped this way
end making South crosased the Czech bordsr, They got some food from
some Czech famlliesa,  As George said efterwsrds, these people seemed
poverty stricden and lived 1n squelor, In the villages down the
maln streets there would often be a gaggle of seese wendering along
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&nd perhap: & I'ow plgs rosming about, George and Storm went througn
part of & wvery large forest and while in there saw bands of esceped
priscners, chiefly Russlan, living rether similer to the bands of
robbers in clden times, These men lived in the woods end at that
time hed quite a lot of food in the berriss on the numerous bushes
growing there, At nights they would swoop down Intoe nearby villages
and farmhouscs and reld them, taklng ewey all the food they could

lay handa on. They were desperate men and would socn end any
resistence thet any villagers might put up sgainst them. They wore
.elso a thorn in the side of the Jermans who could never catceh . thenm

&8 they were ao cunning snd elusive,

After the Germans had recaptured George, twenty days sefter he
haed escsaped, they Iinterrcgated him, They asked him il he had scen
bends of men in the woods but he would not tell them, Then they were
convinced thet he must have had outside assistance to have been at
large for so long and travelled such a grest distance, To encourage
him to talk more freely, George was put in & cell by himaelf but he
was not treated brubtsally although conditions were hard. Lt that tim e
the Allied armies were making powerful thrusts towgrds (ermeny &nd
thia was reflected in the Germean guards attituds towards the prisoners.
Qeorge acld thet his cell walls were wsll spattersd with bloedsteins,
presumably the result of prisonsrs being becten up by ths 3.3. or
Geatapo. Although the Gestopo were wanting George to glwe them the
names of people who, they presumed, hed sheltered and fed him, they
attempted ne physical violence and even et times weould come in end
glve him en apple or two saying, "S8ee we are not bad like asome people
believe, see we feed you well and bring you epplea, you must tell your
friends thls when you return tc them."  As George remarksd leter "I
bet they were not speaking 1like thet to prisoners sbout the time of
the defeat et Dunkirk.™ After about £ month In the cells he was
gent to a amall 3talag in Southern Germesny.  Here he stayed for cbout
three monthe before being returned te IVB. Condlticns were very good
in that comp. For inatance the Red Cross clgerettee hed sbout double
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the wveluc they had 1n IVB. & loaf of breod welghing 2 kilo coat
about 30 clgarettes wheresa in IVB 1t coat hetwesn 60 and 80, The
Gormen guarda there would come mround the hut every other evening

with slebs of mect - onything up to almost half o sheep - and for &
few clgerettes one could buy encugh for a substentiel meal, Alao
many of the guards would bring around all sorta of vegetables and ceggs,
fruit toe, when in scaaon, There was aleo plenty of fuel - & bit
different from our comp,

. From recaptured prisoners we learnt the ressons for thelr
recipture - the slips they mede and pltfaulls to aveld, oftell the
Germans woeuld be so proud of themselwea for belng sc clever that
they would beoast about it to the prisoner concerned, Thua wa leernt
how one prilsoner was recaptured becswae an observant Jerry notleed
that his fingers were steined brown with nlcotlne. ljo one in
Germnay could got fingers so brown on the meagre rationa and poor
quellty tobacco they got. Othera were ceptured because of thelr
rough appearence. tne prlacnecr, escaping elone, hid in & rellway
wagon which was gventually shunted on to & #iding Iln the yards Iin
Frenkfurt on Main, Here he stayed for nine days watechlng for a truck
marked for Switzerlend; thils wes in January, the coldeat time of
the year wilth much snow end lce on the ground. dn the ninth day,
halfl’ froezen and stlff, peerlng cut through a crack he saw & goods
treln pull up on the next aiding,. Almost oppoalte was B Truck
merked for South Frence, Deaparing of ever gettlng a truck for
Switzerland, that nlght he hopped out end ecrewled Into thls truck te
try hls chances In the South of Frence, Wext day after some
shunting ercund the steady rumble of wheels told him that he wes on
his wey. L few-daya later he reached his destination and getilng
out sauntered casually along the rallway line thinking that he
looked 1lllke any other reilway worlker. Imagine his surprlsevhen

the Cirst German soldler he was stopped him and celled him &
Eriegesgefanger and marched him away toe the Police Headquarters,

He wae plcked up because he hed nearly two weeks growth of beard,

He had forgotten about that mnd therefore, he was very conaplecuous,
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Moat of the priscners were caught becsuse alfter a few days on
the locse they thought i1t wes just too easy end szo beceme carsless,
Thus they weuld walk through a town or village smoking an Engllsh
clgarette. Thisz drew attentlion to them as clgarettes were very
scerce, let alone a well packed Engllsh one. Thus the envy and
curloslty of Germans would be roused about them,

Other chaps would get into sealed rellway wagons bound for
switzerland without any apparent brealking of the aeal. Then right
on the border the trucks would be stopped and German Guarda would
segarch only the trucks wlth prisonera in. For & long tlme this
seemed very puzzling until at lest we found ocut why. Every truck
had its approximate welght for the journey marked cn & speclel spaco,
Cne or twe prlacners climbing eboerd with thelr gear, would natursally
make for an lneresase in welght, As the trucks creossed the border they
passed over & welghbridge, If the weights dld not colnelds wlthin
ebout 156 1lba, 1t waea obvious that something was wrong so the truck
waz searched and the cause found, Prisconers csceplng by thls method
were then always werned te tlp out epproximetely thelr own walght
in goods in the truck,

- Another way of escape waa by the obvious metheod of digging

your way out, like & worm, under the wire,  Personelly I only saw
and was interested in one tunnel although I knew of at least two
others in the camp during my adFb there. This tunnel, under bthe

leadership of Digk Marrict In the R.A.F., was started under the
floor of the smell prefabricated hut belng used as & school, Thls
hut was bullt oil pilles and the priscners ohteined firat the sanction
of the Germans to bank up soll arcund the sldes to prevent balla
from rolling underneath when we were plaving gemes. It alzo
proevented them from seelng what was golng on vaderneath. About
thilrty men were interested in the tumnel and ther workoed in gangs of
about four each wilth & man on top all the time as & lookout, The
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goil of the reglon was sandy thus malkilng for essler working. Digging
atrelight down for about twelve feet the tunnell then travelled -
horlzontally towerds the wire, The tunnell could not be dug any
deeper oa 1t would fhen be below the lewvel of the nearby river Elbe,
and thus f111 with water, The tunnel was sbout four feet high end
wed shored up with bed boarda pleced about two or three feet apart.
This was all dene under the supervlslon of a couple of ex-minera

from Cornwall. Lighting &nd wventilatlon were slso problems to be
oversome, The lighting was obtalned by tapplng the electric cables
and running flex right down to tho working faoce, BElectrie bulbsa

not only gave clean, efflclent light but, uwnlike lemps and gaa, did
not consume any oxygen from the alr - an lmportent factor there.

For ventilation all sorts of piping, hose plpes, metal pipes ete,, werec
Jolned up and run from the tunnsl sentrance to the lace, At the
entrance a large rough-looking but efficient palir of bellowa was
connoacted toe the plpeline end worked by one of the men whenever the

othera were working below, The apoll waa brought up to the top
end 2pre&d out in the space between the fleoor of the hut and the
ground surface, A3 aoccn asa the classea flnished ecach dey work

would commence and would ceass just before we were to be 1ln our berracks
lor the night. This wouwld emount to four or five houra work easch
day wlth the exceptlon of Saturdays when betwesn 7 gnd 8 hours would
be worked and Sundays when about 12 hours would be managed. During
part of that time about four ol us would be busy maklng maps In the
room above, For our ovm salkes as woll asz thelrs we kept a sharp
loockout for any guarda,

Fér nearly two months everything went smoothly and the tunnel
had passed under the firat or inside wire and then under about 20
vards . of'a garden in whilch Italien prisoners worked and hed réeschad
to approximately under the middle and outside fances,. Then ons
evening as I was werking in the school room, I saw twe Jermen soldlers
comlng Towarda the school hut, Hastlly I put my mapa away cut of
aight and watched them. Fortunately alsc there was no one worklng
in the tunnel sc I dld not have to warn anyons. After a preliminary
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prowl eround the hut the Germans began to poke away & blt of the benked
garth on the alde of the hut awsy from the camp. Thersa, of couras,
they thought thet they wouwld net be observed by any of the prlsonsrs.
Then cne of the gusrdas got flet down on the ground and peered under
the hut, After a few minutes he got up and they went away. Flrat
thing next morning I locked up Dlck Marriott and told him what I

had seen. Needleszs to say hs was very concerned about the Inflormat-
fon and deeclded te cencel operations for a few days and 1f nothing
happened he was determined to resume. He dld not wish teo walt too
long 848 in the field outeide where the tunnel was dus to come up

was a tell erop of barley which would provide some cover, This crop
he estimated, would be due to be cut Iin sbout twe weelks time. He and
the rest ol the chaps, had to go beck there to do the work but I
declded to do my map maklng on & top bunk in our hut. Top bunks

were best as you could hide your activitles more emslly from other
prisoners. ‘Whenever & guard approached or éentered a hut the flrst
prisoner to spot him would yell "Jerry up". Thia was a warnlng to
eny others whe were dolng or maklng things they were not suppecaed

te do, to hide the resulta of their activlities,

In about flve days time, as nothlng further happensd work
was resumed on the tunnsl. sbout thls time I hed a trip down,
erawllnzg ‘gleng on handa and knega, There was plenty of hesadroom and
at certein Intervaels, enlarged speces, allowlng two men toc pasa.
With 1light and fresh alr and neatly boarded sldes &nd celllng it wes
certainly a great plece of work and showed what some men could do
under wvery adverse condlticns and ahortege of tools. on the original
planned date cof escape arrlving there was atill a blt over a weeks
work te be done. Unf'ortunately & couple of days later the orop
waa cut 80 the tunnel would heve to be dug further out from the fence
to have the entrance comlng under the shadow of the bank of the
rifle range. Thia meant about ancther two weecks worl. ALYl went
well until about three days before the estlmated finish, when the
Germans aweoped In the early morning. Fortunately no one was
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caught while in the tunnell which, I understand, dissppolnted them,
The Germans pleced & heevy guerd arcund the hut while their offlcersa
camo end went. Photographers came end apent some tlme there with
thelr csmeres, After 8ll the iInapectlons weres over Lhe Geraans
ripped up all the floor boards in the room and took away all the

gear such as the flex, pilping etec, Then after a couple of days they
had a braln wave and we stood and watched the large latrine wagcona go
over to the hut instead of golng out the main gete into the nearby
fielda, Here & large plpe wlth metal shields was pleced at the
tunnel sentrance end the contents of the wegons poured down.  For
almosat a weak the wagona ceme, and went &t the rate of sbout twenty or
thirty a day end at last 1t was filled and the Germans toock off the
guerda, confident thet no one would interfere wltlr that tunnel sgaln.

Frevioua to the dlscovery of this tunnel one had been
dlacovered In the Russien compound. The Russiana had reached out
~under the treck outside the wire where the gusrds patrolled,
Evidently the tunnel was not very deep as one evenling the guard
thought he could hesar something in the ground. His susplclona
arcused, he notified his superiors and mede 2 awlft search in tho
Aussian compound where the tunnellera werée caught red-hended.

_ fa far &s I know no one escaped from IVE by means of & tunnel.
SEARCHES =

2talag IVE was not cursed-with the large number of searches
thet the Luft camps had end although sprung on us at irrsgular
intervala ‘cur securlty syatem could usually give ua at least a twelve
hour werning. - Sometimes & whole secticn or compound would be search-
ed, involving 1,500 or more priscners and teking the most of the day.
Other times, particularly latterly, the searches were amaller,
gmbraclng at the most only a couple of huta. These seerchea were
mors intensive and thorough but would only take half a day &t the moat
and for this reason were preferrsd to the lerger .sesrches.
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4 typlesl search of the large veriety tock plece after T had
been & priscner for sbout four months. As usual 1t involved the

R.fA.F. compound cnly, as the R,A.F. priascners were cauging the Germana
far more trouble and anncyance then the other prisonera,

o be erlimmncal
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