2T AL AG 1VE

THE WEER BEFOEE LIBERATTION.

On the Fridey evening we hed our first warning of the appreoaching battla-
front when the blgpeat mok~aock barrage we hed heard to date from LVE was pul up from
the Aercdrome Just north of uws. A few airereft were orulsing overhsad.  They looked
like medium bombers and from the heavy explosiins and resultent large welumes of smoke,
the Rergdrome end flak defences seemed to be the terget, Everyone was quibts chesrsd
by the slght of these aliroraft as they were obwlously front-line support aireraft and
not long-range heavy bombers. We hed geen the latter on many provicus occaslons
generally Fortresses and sometimes soms Lightnings when they came to bomb targets such
g Leipeig, Berlin, Chemnitez, Helle etos they invariably flew over our camp.

On the Sunday afterncon we lined up against the wire to wateh thres
fightera oireling over and strafing barges on the Elbe. The flashes from their guns
wera easily dipoernable followed a fow seconds later by a rat-tetb-tet. That evening
the aireraft and front were the maln topies of convorsatlion.

Monday, and I think Tuesdey, were cvercast with low stratus cleud and
little air aoblivity.

The next dey dewned olear wlth no haze to speak of. hg we stood om roll-
onll, the thrab of onglnes warned us of approaching alrersft and in a few minubes, to
opur disappointmont about & dozon M.E.109's possed low overhesd flying as though like
gome furtive wrens sklmming from cover to cover to svedd the eye of the hewk. Shortly
afterwards, three Thunderbolte passed overhesd st sbout 5,000 feet and almost heithoub
ceaging the drone of Amerlesn fighters was heard for the rest of the day. The
Thunderbolta usually omme in batohes up to about & ddzen and the twin-engined Light-
nings omma in threes. At aboubt 10 a'elook, as I was going down to road to the cook-
heuse, three Lightninge circled low over the camp and it was 8 very hearbening sight
to me who had seen black orcsses for so long %o recognlee the marks of the T.8.4., on
the tailbooms, A train had stopped on $he line opposite the camp nesr Neuf Burxdorf
énd desplte the feverish efforts of the engine orew to dempen the smoke, the Lightning



pllote spotbed it. The leading aireraft dipped its nose and the steady drone arcse
to & high-pltehed whine,  About two or threo sck-sck guns on a flek wazon opened up
at 1t but the bursts seemed to ovorsghoot the aireraft. Tha nose of the Lighindng
began spitting ormnge {lome ms it oponed fire with its cammon, and after e time lag
of o fow seconds we heard them. A8 she passed over the target the leading ship nosed
up in & stesp ¢limb and as she banked over the emmp with a flash of gllver wings and
polished booms, everyons gave & sponteneous cheer (except of course the Jerries}),

The two other sireraft followed suit and having satisfied themselves that she wog will
ard truly out of commission, left to seek other viletima. In the afterncen, Thander-
bolts strafed a train further down the line, The locomotive went up with quits &
bang and smoke was pouring awsy three hours after the atiack. Laber on Thunderbolts
were again aken strafing, aboub threp miles south of the camp snd heavy expleslons
ware heard and big amoke clouds soon,. It wes cbvlous that our sireraft had abselute
sontrol of the ekies. They flew in very loocse fermation and just oruised around
tilting their wings in order to obboain a good view of the earth below. To aee thcaa
airoraft meant much to wsy 1t almoat seemed like e link jolning us to our own netion.
We kmew that in those siroraft were men the same as ourselves, men who thought the
same, were doing a similar fob to thet which we had done, men whe speke the sams lang-
wape, men who wore froe and in & fow hourg may be on leave to come end go &8 thoy
wished, and lastly, men who in an hour or fwe would be eabting o decent meal both in
quanbity and quality., We all disouased what they would be eating, bmeon end eggal
Fresh meat? "K' rations? This latter observation will give you an ldes of the
gtete of the cemp, o camp where mon were hungry, where & man's madn meal poneisted

of ahout six small potatoes and & slice or two of black bread, Offielslly, wo were
pebting 1,800 erlories por day (T think it was lods).

To oontinue: Bart who was ocut on & wood fatipgue, seld that the guerds
ware vory jittery and that when they were about 200 yards from the train, which had
stoppad on the main-line, the Thunderbelts ceme pealing down.  The perby and Jerry
guards went down on their faces and watched. the Thunderbolts dart in te stinck like
angry wosps around a large spider, They came steadily in to point-blank range da=
splte the flak bursting around thems Hits repistered on the trucks and, the mest
impertant objective, the losometive -~ the large bleck bulk of the latter was scon
hidden from the sight in a maze of escaping smcke end stomm.



Kot oontent with onc auccesaful shoobt=up, the fipghters ddved apain coneenbrating
their fire on the flok hub end sileneing 1. They thon flew of © leaving the broin
a mass of flames and pouring amecke, The fatipue party d4id not eonbinas forther bk
pleking up whatever wood they could find, rotraced their ateope to ocamp.

ffter & eloar, crizp night the next deay dewned clowdlesa and worm and the
down waa heralded by & flight of F.W. 120's reoing very low over the huis heading
northa Ghortly alfterwards, two Muatonpgs omme over olreling laelly 1ike vultures
watchlng for any movement on the ground below which wonrld bebtrny o viectim. Tha
Garmans by now dered nok meve transport ef any seorbt cubside the oamp by day, allhough
ok nights we could hear the rumblings of wvehiclea., Thunderbolta end Lightninga wers
vory scoon obeve and thus bogan a coascleas patrel of the akics Tor Ghe doy. About
mid=morning, when 1 was in the eentre of the Fransh Compound doing e sketoh of tha
Chapel, I noticad two Mustangs rather low elroling the asmp, I pontinued with my
gketoh untll I wes surprised to hoar the risging ecresconde of alroraft enginas in a
divey feo oleose to be comforteble:. On leoking up, T wns herrified te seco bha land-
ing Mustong hesding straight for the Compound whille the seccond one a 1ittle behind
headed in the direotion of the weastern outalde fenea. Aa it wnn boo labe te stnrt
running for the nearesat slit trench, I orouched low and wntohed.  Bverything happen-
od much guloker than onn be Lold. Az with o soranmdng whine couplod with the
araokling of guns, with spurts of orange flome and o dazeling lash of 2 polished
nose and fuselage, the airoraft wae acrcas the camp elimbing steeply. I anw the
tracer lash prat me aheub 80 yarde ewny, the firet shota hitting the dack in front
af' the Folish &nd French hute and ricocheting high in the alr sbove,  Above the
high pitehed engline note and tho seream of wind over nlr foila, the gume gnve n die-
tinet erackling sound, 1like the fonning of flames over dry wood. he 1t was ao
differant from the sound of machine puns or sennen [ tried te analyse why Lhis wes
ao, and have sinco come o The aepelugion thot the sound of th e fiving rosne was
mingled with tho sound of bullote amashing through the wooden huta, The meeand air-
eraft opened up along the fense at o wood fatigue party returning and 1 ocould aaes
aarth and dust shoot high ms bullets hit the sarth track, fs the airoraft began
climblng I made my way to the nearest trench In ease af & seocond atbeek, Thank
geodnegsl  the pilots deelded they hed dons nough damage and headed weatwnrds tao
thelr liness Soms of the wood fatigue parbty were hil and a couple of men in Hut 144



(adjoining my hut), The total cmgualtles were 5 killed and 11 wounded which, con-
gidaring the orowded conditions of the camp, was remarkably light. A3 n result the
comp waa distinetly nervy and whenever an aireraft flew a littleo lowar than uaual,
or began tilting its wings, whon direotly ebove, we would be ssch edging Lo the
Lrenchee; or the Cireplece or bobLom beds, il in the hub.

Tae next doy Cound potohss of low stretus bendlng Go impolr vizibility
end mako for worsened flying conditions, However, the Thunderbolts were over again
Tlying muoh lower, so thet when they banked one could see gquite olearly the white
atars on thelyr wings. I was asked by our own offlee if I would line out the
letbers "Fo0.Wa" in ehalk on a couple of hut roofs end o Patigue parky would 111
them in with white-wash. T aaid T would gladly do it snd with Rose Terry as an
nzzigtant we went to the hutes in the aouth=-west cornor snd gat busy on the roofsg
up higher & very pood view waa obbained of the eamp and the surrounding country.

I hond just begun epacing out the lettera when about nine Thunderbolts oiroled very
low over tha ocamp. By now the Germans were renlly ofraid of our aireralt snd they
cama out of the high sentry boxes along the outeide wire nnd around the stored rows
of potetoess T saw guards orouched in fear ngalnst the low atrow estacka and gas-
ing in quick apprehensive glances upward. Howaver, we wera not gtrofed again.

By mid=day the skies had oleared and fighbers could be soen ranging far amd wide for
mera bergebs for thelr guns. Barly in the afbarocon; T wenk with o puesrd sod &
Franch Dester to the Lageretis in order fo ohelk owb letters on some of the roofa,
on the way there, wa had to dive into a shalter aa two alreraft began elroling over=
head,  The Jerrdios there were corbainly very mueh afraid.  Mogt of tThem wore old
ond unf it geldiers and had probably experienced bombing end sbtrafing from the air
Lbafore, From the roof tops at the Lazaretbe a splendld wview of the small town of
Hulhberg and the Elhe sould be obbained, The low hills on the wastern hank wore
sof tened by a very alipght haze, throwlng the factory chimmeys, apires snd roof-tops
of Mulhberg inteo reliaf. Shortly after 1 began working, six Thundarbelts elreled
over the town and river, then the leading sirerefl dived dewn the rlver and, olimb-
Ing steadily, joined its companions, Around they circled again sand then began diw-
ing in guick suocceasion. The first aireraft opened up Just ahort of the town sand
groat oloudas of dust spurted up from the ground as the guns raked the east bonk.



The following elroraft were strildng et o tergot, or tergets, on the river itselfl.
They really got down on the deok, lewer than the roof=tops of Mulhberg, behind which
they dissppeared to reappear o few seconds lator well olesr of the town and zooming
upwords, ALl the sirereft mede nt leest three runs down the river. A few oxplos-
ions in gquick succeasion and dense olouds of amoke billewed up te bo caught and spread
out by the wind liko a carpet unrolling. That wees the result visible %o me Trom the
roof=top and I wondered how many amoke clouds were sproeding out gver Germany nt that
instant from the same result, like a funernl pell slewly apreading scrcas the dying
strugeles of the Third Redoh, blotbing out hor skies ond sun and forecasting & dark
future, 48 I pazed westwards I plotured the Mmeriean nrmdes sasghing thedlr we
soress the country enmd through tho towns overwholming all oppeosition in an irreaist-
able flood of tanke, guns end mon, while thelr aireraft, like engry hees swarmed ac-
ross tho sklea, A country belng pulverlsed into submlssion by shells and bomba,

tho Germen zoil was now being erunched and torn by the oconzeless tread of the heawy
tenks of the inveder. I wea wakened from my revorles by the shoubing end waving of
armg from & little Jerry puerd, and gothored that he wanbed me %o come down as he
oonsldersd I was in donpor frem e shookeup by the alrorafts So I hed to hop down
and set ot the entrence te sn sirersld shelter until tha 'planes had "buzzed ofi”.

The follewing day, the almost cessoless drone of owr alreraft fllled the
skies, mnd although we sew no aticok nenr the camp until lete afternocon, we hesrd
meny oxplosions and saw muoh smoke from all pelnkts of tho compass. From this we im-
plied thet Jerry was sbarting hie demolitlena.  fbout b o'cloek, slx Thunderbolta
eame low over the camp and oruised arcund dipplng thelr winge, obvloualy asenrching
the ground for a terpget; 1t almost locked as though thely searching weuld prove
fruitleas untll one keen-oyed pilot spotted a amell line of redlway trucks just noar
Houf=Burxsderf stetlon end poolod off to abtacks He osme roering down to & nies
target and with no flak to worry hime A ripple of fleme along his leading edge
showed that he had pressed his triggors and s second later we Licard the nolee of his
guns ebove the motor and prepellor, The other five kitos ommo orowding in behind in
suconsalon and esgorly cpencd up as the trucks oamme inte their sighta. "Boy, oh bey"
did those wapons really pet hit? | They were esrbelnly well pasted and se the last
fighter olinbed sway, flemes wers bursting out from the two end truckd. FRound onece
again camo the kites and onoe sgein they oome rosring down tho rellwoy traook with



their puns spewing forth doath and destruction. By now the ond trusd was ehveloped
in & mass of flames whioh wore fanned by & strong wind blowing,  Tongues of flames  J
wore also lloking hungrily around a oouple of otheyr truocks mnd heavy explosilons, which
shook our huts amd rattled our windowa, began to take plase. The trucks were full
of ammunitienll  Agein the alreraft olimbed eway and began eireling bub instead of
dolng 180° they bagan diving when they hed done 807, thus, attroking st right angles
to the fermer attacks, and soross the reilwey linea, Try and ploture tho scenoy

A osmp of aver 20,000 men with almost every face eagerly watching the destruction of
irreplocesble rdliteary stores of the enerys, The line of reddish=brown railwey
wageens apainst the boekground of dark groen plnes while & few trees which partly
obacured o Pew trucks at the end of Neuf Buxsdorf were shriveling and blackening
undor the heat from the now huge mnss of orange and red flames. Great cleuds of

the dirty brown emoke corried on the wind, smudged across the sky bloeklng out tha
sustern herizon ne though tryive %o ncoslerate the dusk of the approaching night,
Then woteh the fighters as thoy como moross your line of vislon only twe or thiee
hurdred yerds away. First silhoustted, li%tle black flics agalnat the western glow,
then they Tlesh past duo north from you with guns blezing and orange tracer pourdng
out, spurting up the carth around the line and smashing into the wooden Lrucks.

With thelr silver fusolazes and winge refleoting the rosy hue of the weet, they olimb
into the northecastern aky end meking e wide ero sot course for thelr lines. Each
evening now we would aee the false sumsets on wvardous pointa on the korizon caused
by great fires reging in semunition dumps, faotorles ete., which resulted from the
domolition charges set off by the Jerriess By now too we were used to the sound

and roverbverations from gunfire ond bombing.

Much ‘esonpos my memory but on Monday the 23rd., we awoke in the morning
to find that the Gorman guards had pones I went nercas to the Chapel shout Len-to-
giz end sow the desorted sentry boxes and the totel abacnoce of snyone wesring ihe
hated groy=greon uniform of the Wehrmachts. I noticed odd Russien prisoners broak-
ing through the wire ond moking oub poroas the fields. Afber Mess when I wert back
to the barrack I fourd the mon sterting te ferm up for roll-call as usual and our
barraclk chef announced that although the Germans had gone, we would have & count for
the purpose of piving the cook=house cur retion strength. We were also asked to
atoy in esmp until the situatlon olarified.



as wo were formed up I notilced o large erowd, chiefly French along the main road,
Then there was ruch noise and clamouring and our mes begen to brenk ranks and
flock over to soe whet all the noige was sbout. A grent ery snd loud cheering
osme from the throets of thousands of men now Shronglng the roadwsy as four
Russlen horaewmen galloped in through the main gates and down through the cenbre
of the camp, I doubb if' any man present will ever forget thot morning; a
mornlng we had often dresmed aboub, meny of ths men for four or flve years.

It wos & 1ittle different from whot we hod expeoted. HMost of us had expooted
to sea tonks lumbering nerosa the fields and smashing through the wire., How-
avar, 1t appesrs that the Fusslan armoured unitas hed sped on past cur camp during
tho night to the banks of the Elbe where they procesded to fan out south of ua,
The nearby roads were choled with ecavalry units, baggege animnls, equipment,
drivers and gusrds whilo on the odge of the woods at the socuth-wast corner of
the eamp was a large body of infantrys Then the four heavily armed horaomen
galloped down tho main road %o the Russian compound and in n apaach to the
Fusalan prisoners told them to be all of f the camp presmises by 10:30 and make
their own way baok cest and to live of f the counbry. They did not have to ba
teld o eecond time,  The heted barbed wire end the T £t high poats were acon
dovn end dozons of reoughly olad, wildeoyed prisonera wers awarming out towards
the nearest Tarmhouses. Ona oould almost scem to ses them 1leking thelir jows
in hungry antlelpatlon,  SBhertly after, the slaughter thet was goling on waa
apperont from the camp.,  About this fime we in 14B wero ealled cut to try ond
protect our potatoes cubside the ocamp frem the revagos of other priscners chief-
ly Russlans ard Italiens. Wo did save the bulk of the potatoos - neburally
some were miseilng. Wo wore about 250 men against theusands, Cur men in
chorge should hove been betbter argenlsed than they were. Howewer, ol the
mament I am trying to record facts, end my opinions on meny things will have

to walt, in any oase, somo of them would be almost unprintable, While I was
cubglde catohing chaps with bags of apuds and bringing them brek o empty thair
bags on the pile, I saw scre prisoners covered with bleecd snd gors tesring at
the rew flogh of animals killed only a fow minutes before, and around the odge
of tha woods T saw grpups of prisbners squetting arcund fires brewing up and
cooldng petetoos and the still warn flesh from the slaughtercd plgs and poultry,
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