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when I arrived at Fersfield in liorfolk with 27 other Hustangs

from 6l and 126 Souadrons, the Mosquitoes from 140 Viing were already thero-
The airfield was one of those built in wartime and had been used by light

'bombers in the last two years, until these had been moved to the cantinent.

KN

We did hear when we got to the Hess that we were confined to

camp and that we would have to attend a briefing on this special operationi

for which we had been gathered tomether with the Mosauito boyss Dave Drew,

one of my flight commanders in 64 Squadron, had given me an explanation of t

§f

raid in which we were expected to take part one morning when the fog at
Bentwaters kept us on the grounds "It's zoing to be an exciting doy" he tol
me, "and we have already been screened to take part in it in January". :fi
Nobody except the Wing Commander Flying, 3ird wilson and Rutland the Squadra
Commander and myself were to be in the picture, but unfortunately the
weather was very bad and the show was postponed indefinitely.

He showed me the map pnd pipht on the far eastern side was the .
town &f Copenhagen which was to be the place that we were to attackt looking
at this point I had some fear of the lengthy sea crossing and all that thia

M&Weant - flying in a single-seater over f?e water for few hundred miles an&
o’ thenvhaving to cross Mﬁm{and, Jutland m—mr £

reach this distant tarzet. liost ‘of the German fighters were in the south: _“

,_’( e (fg;;..m
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of the Schleswig-Holstein area and, therefore, if they received a warning
and wished to put up some strong opposition either on the way in op .on the
way back, they could quite easily cut us off and bag a few of our bombers

ﬁ
3
i
pﬂwr’ and fighterss Neverthneless, I d¢id agree with Dave Drew, it would be an «%
exciting showl %

In the Mess at Fersfield there were quite a few distinguished
officers who had come with the Mosquito boys from Frances Their AsQCuy i;
Air Vice=Marshal Basil Zmbry, was there with the airfield commandery Group .
Captain Bateson,y and %ing Commanders Kleboe Randale and Denton, respectively;
the Commanding Officers of 21, 454 and 487 Squadrons. I had brought with me :

quite a strong team of experienced Hustang boys, including ‘Arne Aulten. the %
Norwegian Squadron of 126, Jan Flinteman, a Dutchman, Flight Commandqr of fz
the same Squadron, Dave Drew and Ned Kelly from 6h Squadfchs all bﬁéthom _.55
were veterans with many hour's offensive operationss All those avaii;bl;:ﬁ E;
were keen to 7o :”:' ' %
v 3
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The briefing room wns set up in the Intelligence Section and 5
there was, beside the normal maps wh'ch were used, a model of the townt.
of ‘Copenhagen sterndinz in front of use In the middle of the town was the
building which we were to destroys This building was the Headquartera?%
of the Gestapo and it was to be destroyed in the same way as the f
Hosquitoes had previously completely wrecked Gestapo buildings 4in
The Hague, Oslo_and Aarhuss The Aarhus bombing had been a lucky one fron
the attackinz point of view because not only had the bombers wrecked"*

the place, but their attack took place durinz a meeting attended by
/¢ number of high leveliéfficiels ST‘fhe—Seé:st;Sezxice B0 were killed
T

After the attack on Aarhus. the Gestapo officials becamo
worried about their Headquarters in Copenhagen and in order to givc
them extra protection, they had built 22 cells on the sixth floor o

the building and had put the most important members ofthe Reaiatanc
in thesc:cells,

hoping that their presence there ‘would preventzth
Royal Air Force f;om attacking the buildings This made the q#
much more tricky than any of the previous onesj the build g i ;f
middle of the town had to be singled out by the bombers,‘ézzvyp

floor§ had to be destroyed

while the top floor was to be saved

The request to carry out the over=tion had been sent
Danish Resistance whose remhers w

f
ere being caught one by one and whiéh

eir best and most efficient patriots cf 'hat
CAAAN
was called the Freedom Councillt The

was gradually losind

Yinformationson the Resistance
movement were becoming dancerously exact.

The records had to be{
eliminated. &y

1.
The official request put £o0 Basil Embry had been turned dqv

but the situation was so desperate that a new request for help vas
by the survivors who were in the I

leld to the Supreme Allied Commander,}
General Eisenhower. General Eisenhower had given "

Commander-in-Chief 2AT

carte blanche" to the;
AF and he had given his blessing provided: that the
operation did not interfere with the running of the land battleo The

Ardennes offensive in December and the beclnnlng of January demanded
all of the 2ATAFK!

s available attacking aircraft and ‘then in late B

A
January the bad weather had set in and prevented any operations?from~

taking place arainst Copenhagens The code name of this operatipn was:
"Carthare", ;

s,
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f Mosquitoe
on each side,

+ before the briefing was over,
Leader Storar of 234 Squadron s-rived

-he brought in to act -s spares

I decided to nlace 13 aircraft with the first lot %

while the second -ni t!

1ird lots vould have 8 aircraft, 4
fiarly in the morninr of the 21st

Squadro
with an extra foup aireraft which

¢ As they were available, I decided to
put them up to follow our raid and on arrival st Copenhagen to go

straight for the airfield north of the town called %égggge where they -

ff, if they were
n flew across the

might arrive in time to catch any fighters taking o

alerted by the ground defence as the whole formatio
Danish coast. .

After the attack was carried out,

the whole formation wnsvtb-
- go up to the north of Seeland,

then turn to port and Iy back to th&?ff

' United Kingdom, remaining at low level. Squadron Leader Sismore gavéb"

Q the navigation instructions, the land ma :
the courde to follow.

rks, the . target descriptiod;A

T

! The lasé part of the briefing was the most dramatict 1twwas{:j
given by Major Truelsen of the Danish Army. He had escaped from i

' ANJ}}) Denmark in 194k when he wam wartied that the Gestano were closing in ?nl
lﬁwa M » He had been one of the active smembers of the resistance Centralisqd

)ﬁIntelligence Service which the Danes hag orzanised in a very effective
"« @~ ‘.

kh& ¥y and throughpéh;§:were sending tnformation to the HiKe on all the,ff
3 ‘ s
wg%;;l* WM-d%ﬁﬂ German sctivities, their denloyment, including the position of all the

By

anti-aircraft runs and units which were stationned on Danish tarritorya

d”ﬁtq\MNWMI Major Truelsen rave us the position of all the efence on the way and "
\ 2ﬁ~ showed us the route which h-d been selected by/Squadron Leadep Sismore

to bring us over Copenharen, avoiding .any strongly defended poaitiops.

Then Mzgor Truelsen showed us the position of the Gestapo

A A ety

building which was in the Shell House in the centre of the town beside %
a lake and he pinpointed on the map the modern theatre building with'thi
specially shaped dome which would be the turning point before the bompii
runs iie told us fishters position of the anti-aircraft batteries and he

5
said that the German battle cruiser Nurnbers was in the harbour and how

e

heavily 1t was armeds Furthermore, there might well be some German

'&w. :
warships which were heavily armed with anti-aircraft fence—measures.
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Major Truelsen finished off by makinm a pathetic plea to the
AMr Torce to do the iob properly and to enable those very fine importantl
prisoners to escape. e then wnlied round the model and saw what Copenhnga
would look like from the air. B-sil Zmbry had had this fine gadget made by

some of his craftsmen, highly qualified men who had to be able to build up

relief models of targets which were particularly difficult for the attacke
In the case of the Uopenhazen building, one of the features which made 1t
stick out better was that the Germans had painted camouflage stripes on: th
building, hopinz to conceal it, but in fact making it more noticeable as i

was the only one to be canmouflaged in Conenharenc TR é'ﬁ
g R

I thousht how well informed lajor Truelsen was about the situati

in Denmark« In fact, he was in daily contact with the members of the
Uren %;414
Danish resistance, and the man who MWMM

o ation for Ole=Iipmantis ‘hen he was sent back to Denmark in the &

1/

&

beginning of Febru~py 1945, Lipmann was directing the resistance members 4
who were collecting information on the Germans activitiess Theae informa-‘
tions were sent to Enzland, either by message through Sweden or by dirdct‘
radio transmissions The radio sets were transported to various pointa in %
Denmarks There w-s only ten minutes to send me-sages throuch a special I ;
coded svstem - tien the resistance man had to disappear. } %
5
Normally, it only took - few minutes for the Germans Direction ﬂ
Finders to pinpoint the transm:tter and to capture it Therefcte, most of

those transmitters were only used for one operation! the oneratdr had t

e

be quickly away - this was one of the most dangerous jobs 2' :

Lipmann had bsen reauvested by tae resistance movement's'top E
l
people to have the st: 1ke _aczainst the Shell House carried out. He was tol}

<

that the attack &ould_b,

The waves of arrests ofwi

o

Lcarried out, but he did not know when und how.ﬂﬁ

portant-patriots mace this still more d&airablei

|

3

G
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by the end of Febru-rys The numbers of leaders was quickly redueing,

Rehberg, Tiem Roth and Prior had been captureds

’R.
Listening to the plea made by Hajor Truelsen, I remembeted the"

similar cases in Belgium told at the time of the' liberation, how aome,ofﬁ

the leaders in the resistance had ba :n captured, tortured, sentenéed tofg
deportation or death. R :
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In some oases this had happened a few hours before they might have
been 1liberated by the Allied Forcess It sometimes meant only a few

minutes difference for their 1ife to be saveds v

¥
In my mind, there was no doubt about the skill ofthe bomher'q;
orew, but I was worried about what would happen to those prisonners on

th"EEB floor, as a mistake in dropping a bomb at 375 miles per hour cg

so easily happens :
I gave my part of the briefing: I placed 126 leading, 64 with:
the second and third formation, and 234.to cover the withdrawals We
now moved out to our aircraft and got ready for the take off soheduled
for o84cs The time over target was to be 11415, and the plan waa to ?1f
attack in the middle of the morning when everyone would be dt work and

the maximum of Gestapo officials would be in their officess

L

The Mosquitoes took off first and formed up over the airfield.
3

Then we got in tMe air and when we were all gathered togethery we :
Moved on a course towards the sea and towards Denmarks The time was. -
08hk45, the sky was olear, but the sea was very choppy} there was a

strong north-easterly wind which made the ride at O-feet very bumpy.
Visibility was very good! ;ooking down over the waves, we could =

o S SR ERERE T T T

estimate the strength of the wind and we were bouncing up and down

in the air wit: the feeling of riding in a speedy car over Belgian %

cobbless The fighteé boyé were amazed at the correction made over the

sea by the navipgator leader. This was a few minutes before reaching
: . fun B e
land = he was using binoculars and had spotted the l=2nd mark;quAﬂyakoq

After an hour's flisht, we came in sight of the coast of
Jutland which we crossed, as the navigator later told usy within a =
hundred yards of our pinpoint. Flocks of birds took off amongst the¥3'f
formations One of the Mustangs of 126, flown by Flight Lieutenant
Holmesy was hit by a bird. He gave some warninz on the R/T which made
us all feel a little nervous and in two words I told him to go back
escorted by Flying Officer Durham. We crossed the dunes on the deck and
we really were hedge~hopping over the obstacles of Jutland. The: country
side was bright and rreen on this early spring morning. Ve could see .
the farmers working in the fields. The whole formation was still’quite‘
compact, a bisg gagsle of Mosquitoes covered on both sides by formations

of Mustangs. °
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mc;piain Borkiné@&ad been called for interrogation by one of the officert

: g0

Looking ahead to the leading Mosquito, I could see his number
sticking him like a keen, young pllot officers In fact, his humber 2 (
was Wing Commander Smith, none other than Basil Embry, the AuOoC3 of the

o TR

proups He had been told that he was not to fly over enemy tettitor;“
and there he was, flying calmly in the wing of his leader, Group
Captain Bateson.

Our crossing of Jutland was fast and then we reached the .
{sland of Funen before arain flying over the water of the Great Belt.-«1
As we reached the lake which had been pinpointed as the separating - _E;
point of the three formations of Mustangs, Group Captain Bateson ggyeri
the tode word "Umleitung" and the formations separated with about ,l
two-minute intervals between themy the first lot going atraight:oé
We were still right on the deckj this orbiting of 30 aircraft round
the. lake did not seem to produce any extra difficultiesj the training %
of all the pilotg was very good and they were able to operate in largc

numbers just as well as in a formation of two or three=aircrafta

The route to the target was picked up by Squadron Leader
Sismorey the ngvigator of the leadinz aircraft. He spotted Fruderikeber
and then the [Z; theatre anc ;:called to his vilot, "target sighted". :
Airbarshal Imbry was still in position and so was the number } Hoaquitt
of the first formation. i fli o s
¥

In the destano Headquarters, nobody was aware of the d;nger :

%
which was coming from the sky and was really only a few miles avay. ﬁ

of the Gestapo nnd was standing in the office with two armed sentries ‘i
looking at him, their backs to the windows At this moment, he auddenly
saw sircraft diving down from the sky towsrds the°§$§%€& and thought
that they did not look like German aircrafts In a flash of a second,

he took the heavy wooden table in front of him, turned it over and flu
it against the sentriess At that same moment, the first bomb fell and

" u-«;g ﬂ;won.kué )-

he was able to run out into the corridors The Germans were too amazed
to react. '

Paae il

~"’-‘\Q s

The first five Mosquitoes had spotted the target they had pu
their noses down and let their bombs fall on the ground floor as

e

planned. Then, risht on the deck, they made up for their escape. During

this time, the lMustangs were attacking the two flaks posts, but as
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there had been no warning given, the flak vosts were not manned and

the zuns were still covered with tarpaulins. These, they set on fire.

5 Wing Commander Kleboe, who was leading the second lot of o
= o B —

three Mosquitoes in the first flight, wasconcentrating on his formatigﬂ

and did not see a signal mast ahout s mile away before the target.’ Hia‘

wing hit the mast and he tried to bring his aircraft down in & park

short of the target with one ensine stoppeds Suddenly, before he

reached the ground, the wing broke off and the aircraft crashed 1n thc

main streets Flames and smoke rose up iato the air as the bombs weq

7/ & o
;;éiﬁéé'dv
<r\/——lgz’4?ﬂbizﬁ;e first lot of aircraft had cleared the target and were

_ now flfing to the north of Copenhagens The flak had been very light

The Germans who were not killed or wounded ran to thershelterss Oq‘

the top floor ofi.the building, the Danish patriots had heard-the “f‘
aircraft fly over, then the bombs drop and the rattle of the Hustang
fighters attacking the flak postss

t///’ Paul Bruun was in a cell with Count uellensbockA He ran to
a window and saw ReA.F« vlane in the air. He heard the bombs fall and

the whole tuildins began to shake violentlyj plaster fell from the 'ali

of his cells Morgen Fog who was in one of theceells next door. had
heard the aircraft fly overhead, but at one stage thought that they'
might be Germans, as they had been in the habit of flying over the'.
building to frichten the prisoners. He heard the machine guns and

A

thought that the Germans were making a mistake and pulling the wrong
switch) He looked throush a small window above his bed and at that v177
moment the bombs fell down. His first reaction was to cover his head’

with his hands, so he would not be hurt by a falling bricks

Professor 3randt Rehberg, among other patriots, crawled underi
the lower bunk of his cell and only came out when everything was calm T;
agains He dressed, took his gold watch and things of value and then
tried to open ais door, but this was well lockede:The ‘prisoners could
smell the smoke and feared that the building might be on firej they

were unable to open the doors of their cellssem k;/é- éhvnauua
n1}44n~v} { e -
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(~Lijatﬂansen, & police officer, had been detailed the

. %
orninr of the raid to leave with two fuards probably for a congen-

5 tration camps “hen downstairs, their party found that they had missed: .

the transport which should have taken them away§ the prisoner was puti

back into nis cells lle was there when the reid camey His cell was

filled with dust from the falling plastery he tried to think wﬁat vu‘:"s'"f
happening and realised that the building had been bombeds Like the | .
others, he tried to get out but could not open thedidoors He took a-;
heavy oak stool and hit the door with all his mights He managed to

destroy enouzh of it so as to scramble throuch. when he got into the

i A o _2f e T s Wb

o

corridor, he was surprised to see that there was an empty space where -
part of the building had been and that the roof had been completely :
‘- blown off.-From the sixth floor, he could now see the whole of . :
' Copenhagens He then had some luck: he met the guard who was stdhding~
at his post at the end of the corridor and he asked him for thc'koy “%
The man looked at him, most Amazedl he could hot understand vh&f.hesga%

saying neither what was happenings One of the prisoners from a neaﬂ? 5

cell shouted '"Schlussel" = "Keys" in Sermans The guard went 1n§§ nis-
) g e

pocket and brousht out the whole bunch of keyse So{ Ljatﬂhnsen went -

round opening the cell doors of ais fellow prisonersj one by one thej\

came out oftheir cellss ﬁ&wv&;zg;vo

The second lot of six Mosquitoes were now over Copenhkgeng

The fire started by the burning Mosquito puzzled the leader, Wing

Commander Iredales He could not make out why two lots of fires weré:

— burning and why there were two lots of smoke. He gave an order no@ltq
drop any bombs and decided to make an orbit over the town. Ho5madq.'

thia«turn at 360°, but while he was doing this, the German b;ﬁ@;’ngg_

.

awd s

and the ships in the harbour opened fire and there was a terrific

ety s ridis et

ack=ack barrage over the town. It was an amazing sight to see these

six swarming over the rooftops and round the church spires of !

the town, followed by eight Mustangss

N

by

nd

Wing Commander Iredale managed to pull his aircraft round and :

he and his nambers 2 and 3 dropped their bombs in the right pléce?i + 5
1d not make the turnj he overshots He was hit by fl}k ?rﬁm;

selss Two of the aircraft of the formation;pade1€f'

A e A b

. I A

Number 4 cou

one of the naval ves k '
mistake in selecting the right fire on the ground and they droppqd

their bombs on a place near the burning Mosquito. It was a frenoh’

children's convent, Zcole Jeane d'Arc, where about 150 children

s

b
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Jon the target,

()
e

1

Wt
f

J0
ovn to the shelte i :
- r's in the basement when :
%

R2AE

hird formation was arriving over the towng
The two leading aircraft dropped their b;nb

but t
S0 he four others dropped theirs on the burning achool-
was pretty severe by this times F1li :

Wiere at school,

They hag
the 24 moved

Mosquito crashed in the sty

W
building went O i Lanes hen the bombs started to fall, the

At that time, the
led by Viing Commander Denton

A
-
2
ght lieutenant Dréw 2
leading the ri = %
ght ha
L nd section of four Mustangs from 64 Squadrofis He 'as §
it ried to retaliate against the guns, but his aircraft L] 3
control and crashed in the middle of the towns He had been so keen
on this showy he had not known that it would be his lasts His number 2 :
Flying Officer Hamilton, an Australian of 64, was hit as well..buﬁ;hOL
proceeded with the rest of the formation, hoping to make & safer spot andf
if possible, remsin allied liness 4 %

The attack was over, the building of the Gestapo was a: maas o
rubble and was burning fiercelys The Mosquitoes and Mustangs were’ procee-
ding north and then turning to the west, setting course on the teeiprocal
towards Jutland to the U.Ks One of the losquitoes hit by flak, ‘¢rashed Eb
the north of Seeland. ki

On the way back, Fl&ing Officer Hamilton force landed ﬁis
Mustang in Jutland, while another Mosquito of 487, flown by Flying
Lieutenant Pattison with Flight Serseant(Pygbam a Norwegian navigator, 4

was hit by flak over Funen and crashed into the seas

The return was an endless low-level flights Some of the .
fosquitoes were getting short of fuely two of them were hit. Wing Command&
Denton, had his aircraft damaged by flak and no hydraulics left{ he came ﬁ
back from the raid and was ordered by Basil Embry to go and empty his gu
before he made a safe belly landings Flight Lieutenant Dempsey flew back -
for over 400 miles with only one enpines He landed safely at Ferafield.i_'

ie had lost four iiosquitoes and two Mustangs. One of the pilots

Flying Officer Hamilton,was safes iihen he force landed in Jutland, the’ -
out

Germans thoupht that Mustangs hsd bombed the target and-could not make o
how a fighter h-d been able to fly all that distance to the target with

bombs and returns In Copenharen, the prisoners were getting away from th

building takine advantaze of the Confusion which resulted after. the raid.
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8 quickiy .4 they could, the 7/;6 Jé

i GESEEE?-ListHange Prisotlers liberated by police i
St S€Nhy ran downst
the main one had been hiown B s S

. up by the blast.

They were . e
Y e walking in 4 long file and some of the prisoners:

were carrying their
‘ suitcases = they still h
y ad a stron
caught by the Germans who my imisit

the stairg,

ght be waiting for them at the bottom of . '

Morzen Fog remembered seeing the offices on the ground flo$£ L%
oovered with plaster ani looking as if the ' E
At a corner, Profe

¥y had not been used for years:
ssor Brandt Rehberg wes standing looking at all the;
dead bodies lying abouts Both were still frighten at the thdught tﬁéf th
Germans were noing to appear in foree. Euty those enemies still iaif' :
Q, were hiding in the shelter. A number of dead Germans were 1ying in i:hq-
rooms of the building which was by now fully ablazes These two pfiabﬁé?%
3ot away safely =, Captain Borking who h~d been the first to escape iﬁﬁi,
being intsrrozated got out in the court-yarsfgﬁhe bomba were fi}lingiffi
He tried to go to a shelter but found it packed with Germans) sb‘hé,; %3

ran away through a gap made by a bomb in the concertina fencey saw af

tramcar and climbed aboards Two other prisoners later climbed aboard

4 same trame One ot in froit, near the dffver to be in a vetter poéitid

to watch if the Germans would be coming to check identity papersa Tho.‘u

driver saw this man covered with dust, but did not say anythings The I

ik

escaped prisoner turned round and next to him was someone else with as

much dust on his suit as himselfs Both patriots were in the same tramc i

without knowing it - they were travelling to freedom.

barber shop next to the buildinz and asked for a haircuts vhen later, thé#

Germans came into the shop lookinz for escaped prisoners, they d*d‘nogf‘

o S i
recognise him and he managed to ~et sway after the barber had attended to/

(o

! him. j"

i 3

( Two of the prisoners were trapped in their cell - Pou1‘86renPoq§

l a Danish lember of Farliament, Poul Bruun, a business mans \'hen ghey»- <

5 PR '5',:

} manazed to cet out, the staircase was on fire. They went down on@jtloor ¢
FJX and then could not go any further. They jumped out from the fourth'




r 3
s 28
Sérenson broke both his legs -

na and one of his leg had to =

‘et many of the prisoners ot"'dsi

whil
e Bruun 1anded on barbed wire concerti

be amputated, The resgistance manared to

the 5Shell House ACross to Sweden,

The : =
aireraft flown by uitir Commander Kleboe had crashed on

::r:ii:r:::[iib:;zlzz:inzaraxeﬂ in Frederiksberg Al1és The area was b?ygta
UL e e and third waves When the aircraft crashed, fvzgi
e children of the Catholic school Jeanne d'Arc <
to evacuate their class and with their teachers to take sheltes in roo;d,g
in the basement including the dining-rooms As far as Anne Marie Wisaum' :
one 9f the sohool girls, remembers there was no panics The buildins,!
shaken by explosionsy the children felt the blast like a strong air -
pressure, then there was the noise of the bombs going up and the hea

and smell of fire.

4

S el

In the r;oms there was chaos, a table fell on Anne Marle -
whole atmosphere was thick, dusty and srey, the building was on fire, tho
air was unbearables This awful impression lasted quite some times It too
half an hour for the relief party of firemen and civil defence vorkera ve
to reach the school which in fact was only a few hundred yards away tron

their barrackss By this time many children were choked by lack of air. 5

2;}1..:\-; 5\&— et R

Sister Héléne was trapped under the rubble, it took her. a greut;
QL~» deal of determination to free both legs. Svikes were falling on her butlw
S she was saveds Out of a total of 150 children, 87 and 28 adults were
y y w’if
. .J killedal/In the Shell House the files of the Gestapo were completely
ﬁ destroyed, 8¢ Germans were killed. 27 resistance patriots out of 3% e

—

L escapedoﬂk\

The attacking force lost four Mosquitoes and two Mustunga. one

X7

of the pilots Flying Officer Hamilton was saveds ilany of the Moaquitges

were damaged by anti-aircraft fire, or by detris from the buildings §r~'
t

s ";«h.&)«r

by branches and trees collected on the waye

¥i

iie learned in the afternoon, that the attack on the target had:l
been a tremendous success - Lt was only later that we heard of the sad
news of the number of children killed = this was one of the unfortunate "

and tragic risks of war where an accident can lead to catastrophes
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