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Holzman family makes connection with hlstory

By Barry Fishman

Sara Holzman stood star-
ing out the window for
hours on end.

It was May 1944, She
had just received the dread-
ed telegram announcing the
death of her youngest broth-
er, Flight Officer Mark
Leslie Abramson, shot
down over Denmark.

“She was in total shock.
She was the oldest and he
was the youngest. She was
almost like a mother to
him,” Sara’s son, John Holz-
man, remembers.

It was a devastating blow
to this close-knit family, all
of whom lived together in a

house in  Rockeliffe.
Although only 12 when his
uncle joined the RAF, John
fondly remembers walking
the dog and playing catch
with him.

“He was like an older
brother to me,” he says.

Holzman decided it was
time to go to Denmark to
visit his uncle’s grave once
again. This time, he would
take along his son Mark
Leslie, who is named after
his great uncle.

“I found the visit very,
very moving,” notes Mark.
“Even now, I get very emo-
tional because this is a con-
nection. This is my history.

We didn’t know very much,
but we always saw the pic-
tures of Mark in his uniform
at my grandmother’s apart-

- ment. I have learned so

much more about my great
uncle this past year.”

The catalyst for the trip
was an article in the Daily
Telegraph in April 2004
announcing that the citizens
of the Danish village of
Gamtofte were looking for
family members of RAF
Lancaster ME576 UL-X2 to
attend a 60th anniversary
commemoration honouring
the eight men, including
Abramson, who died when
their plane crashed into a

church yard after being shot
down by a German plane.
An Ottawa visitor to
London noticed the story
and sent it to CJOH televi-
sion reporter Norm Fetter-
ley. '
After phoning every
Abramson in the phone
book and getting nowhere,
Fetterley contacted | the
Ottawa Jewish Archives,
who put him in touch with
John Holzman. |
The result was a story on
CJOH and a name for John
Holzman to contact| for
information about his uncle.
With the help of the Dan-
ish Embassy in Ottawa,

F/O M.L. Abramson in front of a Lancaster bomber.

the
organizer of the commemo-

“She almost became a
link by telling us about the

Holzman contacted
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