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Lancaster R5679  QR-O

 61 Squadron, Syerston Nottinghamshire 
Crew: R5679 Lancaster QR-O

Designation Name Age: Service Number: Date* Location:
Pilot Sgt. L. W. Morrison 27 656649 RAFVR Jan 1939 Transfers from Army
Flight Engineer Sgt. C. N. Coldicott 22 570285 RAF Jan 1926 Aircraft Apprentices
Observer/Navigator F/Sgt. J.  A. Duffield (RCAF) 21 R/68670 RCAF
Air Bomber Sgt. A. McGee Cormack 34 1290672 RAFVR May 1940 Uxbridge, Gloucester and Penarth
Wireless Op Sgt. E. Dyson 20 1059428 RAFVR Sep 1939 Padgate
Air Gunner (mid) F/Sgt. W. Y. Emerslund (RCAF) 22 R/92023 RCAF
Air Gunner (rear) Sgt. T. R. Bevan 19 1317942  RAFVR Nov 1940 Oxford

*Batch Number Commencement of induction not actual

Flt. Sgt John (Jack) Alvin 
Duffield

References and resources used: Mr Allan Turner son of Norman Turner Pilot 61 squadron.   Mr Anders Straarup webmaster www.airmen.dk 
"The AVRO LANCASTER," Francis K. Mason. Published by Aston Publications Limited, 1989.  Key Publishing Forum http://forum.keypublishing.co.uk/showthread.php?t=511&page=2

R5679 after 19/8/42 where she sustained flak damage - courtesy of Allan Turner of Colorado

Sgt Lewis Wilson 
Morrison 

(pilot) R5679

Sgt Alexander McGee 
Cormack

Sgt Thomas Ralph
Bevan

Flt. Sgt William (Bill) 
Emerslund



R5679 History:

1) Bremen, 25/26-6-42; 13) Karlsruhe, 2/3-9-42;
2) Bremen, 27/28-6-42; 14) Bremen, 4/5-9-42;
3) Bremen, 29/30-6-42; 15) Duisburg, 6/7-9-42;
4) Bremen, 2/3-7-42; 16) Düsseldorf, 10/11-9-42;
5) Wilhelmshaven, 8/9-7-42; 17) Bremen, 13/14-9-42;
6) Danzig, 11-7-42, Dusk; 18) Munich, 19/20-9-42;
7) U-boat patrol from St. Eval, 26-7-42; 19) Gardening, Baltic, 24/25-9-42 (Missing). 
8) Saarbrücken, 29/30-7-42; Crew: 
9) Dusseldorf, 1/2-8-42; Sgt. L. W. Morrison, 
10) Atlantic patrol13-8-42; Sgt. C. N. Coldicott, 
11) Atlantic Patrol, 16-8-42; F/Sgt. J. E. Duffield, 
12) Attacked enemy blockade runner Sgt. E. Dyson, 
Corruna off Spanish coast, 19-8-42 Sgt. A. McGee Cormack, 
(damaged by flak; aircraft Captain, F/Sgt. N. F. F/Sgt. W. Y. Emerslund, 
Turner); Sgt. T. R. Bevan.

AVRO LANCASTER MARK I
Second production batch of 200 ordered from A. V. Roe & Co. Ltd., as part of Contract No. 
B69274/40 under Works Order No. 7671, Newton Heath, Manchester. R5482-R5517, R5537-
R5576, R5603-R5640, R5658-R5703, and R5724-R5763. Deliveries commenced 2-42; 
completed, 7-42 (average rate of production ten aircraft per week.) Many aircraft surviving in 
1943, had the Merlin XX engines replaced by Merlin XXIIs. 

R5679 after 19/8/42 where she sustained flak damage - courtesy of Allan Turner of Colorado



R5679 History: ORB

R5679 Crew posted to 61 squadron on the 22nd of September 1942
interestingly Sgt P. F. Walker was not on the crew for the 

25th September mission his place taken by Sgt A. M. Cormack

656649 Sgt. MORRISON L. V. PILOT
570285 Sgt. COLDICOTT C. N. FLT. ENG.
R.68670 F/Sgt. DUFFIELD J. A. NAV
1059428 Sgt. DYSON E. WT/AG Posted from 61 con Flt w.e.f. 22/942
1165338 Sgt. WALKER P. F. AIR BR (posted from 61 conversion flight with effect from 22/9/42)
1317942 Sgt. BEVAN T. R. AIR GR
R.92023 Sgt. EMERSLUND W. Y. AIR GR



Log Book of Norman Turner

R5679 History: previous pilot



Sergeant Lewis Wilson Morrison (Pilot R5679) 

Sergeant (Pilot) Lewis Wilson Morrison, 
27, was the son of Lewis and Jessie 
Morrison, of Aberdeen. 
M.A., Hons. United Kingdom. (Source: 
CWGC) (M A Hons - is a degree from 
University - " Master of Arts 
with a Honours level of Achievement" 
His was a 1st class Honours degree in 
maths. David Geddes.)

Lewis Wilson Morrison was always known as Wilson Squadrons, within No 6 Group, to train night bomber 
within his family. Wilson is a family surname crews equipped for which it was equipped with 

Hampdens and Herefords.It was transferred to No 7 
It is curious that Lewis Wilson Morrison opted to fly in Group on 15 July 1940 until 11 May 1942 when No 7 
WW2, though initially he volunteered for the Royal Group was renumbered No 92 Group. It converted to 
Artillery, though it was always his ambition to transfer to Wellingtons in April 1942 and from March to December 
pilot training in the RAF.  His considerable ability with its HQ moved to Barford St John whilst runways were 
maths and science may have been behind this choice. laid at Upper Heyford for Lancasters.
His boyhood was spent in Inverurie where his father While training posted at Upper Heyford, he flew in 
was a 'gaffer' at the Railway yards,  an engineer, who some of the 1000 bomber raids as second pilot in June 
made many of his own tools. I still have some of  them.  1942. These may have been operational on 
He joined the Boy Scouts and was active with them for Wellingtons  from Barford St John north of Oxford and 
many years. Family photos find him at summer camp at close to Banbury. The likelihood of the first of these big 
both Brig o' Ess near aboyne, and when older near raids that he would fly on was in a letter to his sister 
Elgin. (my mother) dated 25 June 1942, in which he avoided 
His sporting prowess was playing  golf. He had a match telling his parents about these raids.
set of 'Cochrane's of Edinburgh' clubs which I inherited. 656649 Flt Sgt Morrison LW, 61 Squadron, RAF 
His introduction to golf came from both his parents. Syerston, Nottinghamshire. He was posted to 61 Sqn in 
Jessie and Lewis Morrison both played golf on the August or early  September 1942. It is probably that the 
Aberdeen Links municipal courses. Lancaster conversion course was carried out at 
He had been the Dux student in two years at Inverurie Syerston.
Academy in 1931 (class IV) and again 1933 (class V) John (Jack) Duffield  and Lewis spent frequent 
the latter being the final year at school. For both he occasions as guests of Mrs Hamilton, 22 Denby Lane, 
received inscribed medals, the 1933 medal being solid Codnor, Derbyshire, where the attraction for John 
9 carat gold.   Lewis graduated with First Class Duffield was principally Mrs Hamilton's daughter. The 
Honours in Maths from Aberdeen University in 1937. proximity of Syserston to Codnor suggests this 
He held short teaching posts at three  Aberdeen friendship seems only likely to have been during the 
schools - Central, Ruthrieston, and Aberdeen Grammar short time Lewis and Jack were flying from Syerston. 
- during the years 1937- 39. He was clearly and Lewis seems to have been increasingly attached to a 
ambitiously working his way into the staff list at the top girl named Hilda James who was the NAAFI 
school in Aberdeen. He had a girlfriend at that time, Manageress. Her address is given as NAAFI, 1786R. 
from whom he was parted when he went to war. She is RAF, Melksham, Wiltshire.
only known to us by her nickname “Dosh”. 
Lewis was accepted for transfer to the RAF and 
commenced training to become a pilot. His training 
postings are revealed from my mother's address books 
of the time. 
2012450 Sapper Morrison LW 
656649 AC2 Morrison LW, C Flight No 1 Squadron, No 
11 ITW, Cambridge Hotel,  Scarborough, Yorkshire.
656649 LAC Morrison LW, A flight No 2 Squadron, 28 
Course, SFTS, Lyneham, nr Chippenham, Wiltshire
34 Pilots and Navigators Course. 16 Operational 
Training Unit (OTU) RAF Upper Heyford, Oxfordshire.
16 OTU Formed at Upper Heyford on 8 April 1940 from 
the No 4 Group Pool , which comprised No's 7 and 76 



Sergeant Lewis Wilson Morrison (Pilot R5679) 

Lewis wrote to my mother, leading her to believe that 
Hilda, -“was the one”. 
In the same address book is found the address of Jack 
Duffield's mother, Mrs C E Duffield , 222 South marks 
Street, Fort William, Ontario, Canada.
Lewis said of Jack when writing to my mother, “That he 
(Lewis) moved heaven and hell to have Jack  fly with 
him (at 61 Sqn), as he was the only navigator who 
always delivered him perfectly on target .”  This 
appears to contradict the opinion held by some in 
Denmark that the last flight of R5679 was likely to have 
been off course, to have found itself so close to the 
known German airfield at Karup Grove.
It is clear that both my mother and my grandmother 
wrote to the addresses of Hilda James, Mrs Duffield 
and  Ms Hamilton. After the war there are photographs 
taken at the graves in  Frederikshavn prior to Portland 
stone gravestones being placed. These are marked 
from Ralph Bevan's mother. None of this 
correspondence has survived.



Sergeant Cedric Nils Coldicott (Flight Engineer) 

Sergeant (Flight Engineer) Cedric 
Nils Coldicott, 22, was the son of 
Reginald John and Olga Coldicott, 
of Sparkhill, Birmingham, United 
Kingdom.

Sgt Cedric Nils Coldicott. Flight Engineer.
Cedric Nils was the son of Reginald John Coldicott and 
Olga Neuendam. The Coldicotts were Gloucestershire 
folk and are easily traced back to a long family history 
at the quaintly named tiny village of Cow Honeybourne, 
a few miles from Evesham, Gloucestershire.  Reginald 
during his life worked as a railway clerk and dental 
assistant. He served in the Somerset Light Infantry 
from December 1915 to May 1918
Other members of the family were settled in the 
picturesque Bourton on the Water, Chipping Campden 
and Long Marston. Olga was the daughter of Johannes 
Niels Peter Neuendam, originally from the Copenhagen 
district. She died in 1986 in Somerset. So Cedric Nils 
gives the crew of R5679 a direct link to Denmark and 
her people.
He was educated at the Moseley School near 
Birmingham and is commemorated on their web pages. 
Cedric Nils had a sister Florence Coldicott, who may 
have lived beyond 2000. Olga had a sister Jella, and 
Reginald had two sisters, Ida Kathleen who married 
Sidney Elson and Edith May. Perhaps through the 
descendents of those relatives we may yet re-establish 
contact with the Coldicott family. 



Flight Sergeant John Alvin Duffield (Navigator) 

Flight Sergeant (Navigator) John Alvin 
Duffield was from Canada.

Sgt John Alvin Duffield. Navigator. Jack's Great-Grandfather William originated in Great 
John was always known as Jack. His parents were Holland in Essex , UK.  His grandfather Samuel 
Charles Emms Duffield and Leticia Priscilla Russell. emigrated to Ontario and married Martha Ann Emms 
They lived in what is alternatively described as Thunder who was born in the USA.  The parents of Jack's 
Bay, and Fort William, Ontario, Canada. These are in mother originated in Donegal, Ireland arriving in 
fact one and the same place, now a considerable city, Canada before 1880.
on the north shore of Lake Superior. Jack was one of The unusual forename 'Alvin' came from his older 
the youngest of eight children born between about cousin George Alvin Jones. George was one of the 
1900 and 1926. children of Jack's Aunt - his mother's sister Ellen 
European settlement in the region began in the late Russell, who married Alfred Jackson Jones.
17th century with a French fur trading outpost on the George Alvin Jones was killed with the Canadian 
banks of the Kaministiquia River. It grew into an Forces, just south of Bethune, in the former province of 
important transportation hub with its port forming an Artois, France on 28 Dec 1917, just before the town 
important link in the shipping of grain and other was utterly destroyed in the German Ludendorff 
products from western Canada through the Great offensive of Spring 1918.  It follows that Jack must 
Lakes and the Saint Lawrence Seaway to the east have been born shortly after that, making him about 23  
coast. Forestry and manufacturing played important when he was killed over Denmark.
roles in the city's economy.  'Jack'  aka  John Alvin Duffield who was RCAF is 
Jack and Lewis Morrison were firm friends throughout commemorated on the Canadian War Remembrance 
their RAF training. They worked together and socialized web pages. 
together. Lewis wrote home about his friendship with 
Jack.  They knew each others girlfriends.  There was 
post war correspondence between the two bereaved 
families. Lewis stated in letters home that Jack was the 
only navigator who unerringly delivered them onto an 
exact target during bombing training and training 
operations over Germany. Jack called Lewis 'Red' on 
account of the family hair colour. The name stuck. 
Lewis moved heaven and earth of have Jack fly with 
him on QR-O  R5679.



Sergeant Alexander McGee Cormack (Air Bomber) 

Sergeant (Air Bomber) Alexander 
McGee Cormack, 34, was the son of 
Robert Cormack and of
Margaret Cormack (née McGee), and 
the husband of Gladys Evelyn 
Cormack, United Kingdom.

Sgt Alexander McGee Cormack.  Bomb Aimer. Church. Alex appears to have changed career direction 
Alex was born on the 27th April 1908. He was the towards medicine when he met Gladys, who in her war 
oldest and most experienced person aboard Lancaster time photo is wearing the single stripe of a Lance 
R5679.  Alex was born at home 7 Braid Place in Corporal military nurse. 
Edinburgh. This street which has been renamed The war intervened and Alex appears to have trained in 
Sciennes House Place is situated  between The the USA as a navigator, though it seems he retrained 
Meadows and Causewayside. The house was a as a Bomb aimer. If we are left with a lasting 
retained rental belonging to the Edinburgh Fire Service impression of Alex, whom none of us knew, it is of a 
where his father Robert served as a Fire Lieutenant.  highly principled man who was even at the age of 34, 
Robert was born at Keiss in the north east of as yet undecided on his eventual career path. He was 
Caithness. His father was a shoemaker and sometime drafted onto the crew of R5679 for the night of 24/25 
blacksmith. Alex's mother was Margaret nee McGee. Sept 1942. 
Margaret worked as a servant at Olrig House in 
Caithness before her marriage to Robert in the Melville 
Hotel, Nicholson Street in Edinburgh.
Olrig House was in part designed by the notable 
Edinburgh architect David Bryce. It is described as a 
delightful, idiosyncratic, boldly gabled, steep pitched 
roofed building with wide overhanging eaves and many 
decorative features, including a bull's eye window. Built 
for James Smith Esq, it was inherited by Major  Alec 
Smith, the son of James Smith Esquire, who married 
the daughter of the Church of Scotland Minister, Isobel 
Gibson, both of whom were described as 'flighty'. The 
house was sold to the Keith family of Thurso who 
owned the house from 1913-1946. They were solicitors 
and sheriffs. Some of the views that shaped the 
principles of Robert, Margaret and Alex may have 
come from those times. 
Alex had a sister whom he never knew. Christina was 
born in Edinburgh in 1900 but died in infancy. Alex did 
however have a brother George who was born in the 
Fire Dept premises at Lauriston Place, Edinburgh. 
George grew to become a teacher of gymnastics in 
Edinburgh at the time he married Nora Skinner in 1931. 
He appears to have lived until 1984, and if he had 
children, it is with them, only, that any connection to 
events in Grohoj might be someday made.
Alex seems to have been a man of considerable 
humanity and conscience. It is thought that he may 
have joined the International Brigade in Scotland to 
fight the fascists in the Spanish Civil War. Many did, 
fought and died. His wish appears to have been to train 
as a Minister of the Church. Hailing from Caithness, it is 
not a surprise that he was a member of the more 
severe form of Scottish protestantism – the Free 



Sergeant Alexander McGee Cormack (Air Bomber) 

Email article written by Kev35 from key aviation forum. Just seven deaths among the 55,000 men of Bomber 
In September of 1942, Sergeant Alexander McGee Command who gave their lives, and yet Alexander 
Cormack failed to return from a gardening Operation. A McGee Cormack fascinates me. What were the 
few years ago I met his widow and had many motives that set a Theologian on the course to 
conversations with her. Alex was her only love, she becoming a Doctor of Medicine? Did he really go to 
never remarried and she pioneered District Midwifery in Spain and was it something he experienced there that 
Scotland, where Alex was born. made him want to be a Doctor? And what then turned a 

man who was dedicated to the saving of life at its most 
A quiet, studious and introspective man, Gladys told human level to being a Bomb Aimer in a Lancaster over 
me he had been initially drawn to the Cloth and to that Denmark?
end went to Theological College. He was never 
ordained as a Priest. Gladys intimated, but never I know I shall never know the answers to these 
confirmed, that he had been in Spain at some point questions, or the questions you could ask about any of 
during the Spanish Civil War. his 55,000 colleagues. I do know that the world is a 

better place for the sacrifice he and his colleagues 
What is known is that Alex transferred his energies to made and that my world is poorer for not having had 
Medicine and it is at this juncture that they met, Gladys the opportunity to meet him.
being a Student Nurse. They fell in love and must have 
been a striking couple. Alex had film star looks and 
Gladys was a tall elegant woman, even into her 
eighties.

The War intervened and Alex, from a background in 
Theology and Medicine joined the RAF. Not in a 
medical capacity, he wanted to fly. I know he spent 
some time in Florida as part of his training and that he 
sailed back from Miami. He was qualified as a 
Navigator but at OTU he cross trained as a Bomb 
Aimer, and it was in this aircrew category that he was 
finally posted to 61 Squadron at Syerston in July or 
August of 1942. Sometime after he returned from 
America, Gladys and Alex were married.

Sadly, with Gladys working in London and Alex at OTU 
in Scotland their only home was the Hotels of London 
for 48 or 72 hours at a time. Alex was offered a 
Commission but refused it on the grounds that the 
expense of living in the Mess and the uniform would 
have seriously damaged his ability to visit his wife. I 
don't know how many Operations he was on but 
suspect it to be little more than a handful. Shortly 
before his death he applied for a Commission. Gladys 
told me that it was because he believed that if he was 
killed Gladys would receive a higher pension as an 
Officer's wife. I suspect this to be the case.

Less than a week before his death, Alex wrote letters, 
to Gladys, some friends in the Army, a friend from back 
home in Scotland and then his Parish Priest. You hear 
stories of many airmen having premonitions but Alex 
seems to have been very meticuluous in putting his 
affairs in order. The premonition must have been a 
strong one. I saw these entries in a battered Letts diary 
for 1942. This, along with all of his belongings was 
disposed of after Gladys died.

In the early morning of September 25th, 1942, Alex's 
Lancaster was attacked by a Night Fighter and crashed 
in flames near Gronhoj in Denmark. All of the crew 
were interred in Denmark and their graves are tended 
by the Danish People.



Flight Sergeant (Wireless Operator / Air 
Gunner) Edwin Dyson, 20, was the son 
of Arthur and Lily Dyson, 
of Hillsborough, Sheffield, United 
Kingdom.

Flight Sergeant Edwin Dyson (Wireless Operator) 

Sgt Edwin Dyson. Wireless Operator/ Air Gunner.
Edwin Dyson is known to be the son of Arthur Dyson 
and Lily Williams of Hillsbrough, Sheffield England, 
both born in 1974.  He had an elder sister Amy, born in 
1908. 
The Dyson family have not left many clues as to their 
history. It is confusing that there are two Arthur Dysons 
born in 1874 in Northamptonshire, England, both 
chronicled in various family trees.
Arthur and Lily may have emigrated to the USA in the 
early 1920s. For his parents to have an address in 
Sheffield during the war suggests, if so, that they 
returned. The Arthur and Lily Dyson that emigrated 
were living in Bordentown, Burlington, New Jersey 
between 1920 and 1940, but not beyond.
Lily appears to land in the USA in 1897. There is a son 
Thomas B Dyson who does not show in English 
records.  Edwin was the wireless operator. R 5679 did 
not have a mid belly gun position, this was built into 
some MkII and beyond Lancasters.



Sergeant William Young Emerslund (Mid Gunner) 

Flight Sergeant (Air Gunner) William 
Young Emerslund, 22, was the son of 
Hjalmer August and
Edna Young Emerslund, of Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada. 

Sqt William Young Emerslund. Air Gunner.
Bill Emerslund was a first generation Canadian. His 
father, Hjalmar August Emerslund, born in 1893,  
emigrated from Lillehammer, Norway. He married Edna 
Young Elliot and they had two possibly three children. 
Bill's sister may have died in infancy. Edna, the 
youngest, came from a family of 6 daughters and one 
son,  originating in Portage La Prairie, Manitoba, some 
50 miles west of Winnepeg. Portage La Prairie is where 
6 railway lines meet. It was essential to the 
development of western Canada.
The area was inhabited by native Americans before 
European settlers began to arrive prior to 1850. In 
September of 1738, after the Fur Trade had extended 
into the West.  Edna's great grand-parents Francis and 
Martha Graham came from Enniskillen in Northern 
Ireland in the early 1800s. Graham is a Scottish 
Borders name. The Graham clan was transplanted 
from Scotland to Ireland on account of its lawlessness 
and strong protestant beliefs! 
 Both Hjalmar and Edna lived out their days in Ganges, 
Salt Spring Island, British Columbia, Canada. This is a 
small community west of Vancouver. It is easy to 
believe that Hjalmar arrived most likely a fisherman 
(though perhaps a woodsman), from Norway, and 
continued those skills in Canada all his life.  Hjalmar 
lived until 1975 and Edna until 1959.
When WW2 was over, there was a move by the 
Canadian government to name landscape features 
after the Canadian war casualties. Bill Emerslund is 
remembered in the naming of two lonely lakes to the 
north west of the Butler Ridge Provincial Park and 
south of the Rocky Mountain Provincial Park, in British 
Columbia.
It is to be hoped that some of the descendants of the 
Elliot siblings will eventually recognise this story as of  
'one of their own'..



Sergeant (Air Gunner) Thomas Ralph 
Bevan, 19, was the son of John and 
Annie Bevan, of Pontarddulais, 
Glamorgan, United Kingdom.

Sergeant Thomas Ralph Bevan (Rear Gunner) 

Thomas Ralph Bevan was known to family and friends as Ralph

Ralph's parents meet during the 1914-18 war Jack was with the 
Medical Corp after the war they settled in Pontarddulais where 
Jack came from. Annie was originally from Devizes in Wiltshire 
where there is a large community of relatives to this day.

Jack and Annie Bevan had 2 children Wynn and Ralph, Wynne being 
the oldest. Ralph was a dare devil once when he worked in the 
steel mill working with metal sheets through a guillotine he was 
bet by a fellow worker that he couldn't jump through the guillotine 
in between the blade going up and down – he took that bet

Ralph was also a very talented musician all he had to do was to 
hear a piece of music once and he could play it back on the piano.

Ralph on right with unidentified friend whilst in training

Jack would come back absolutely black with dirt from 
work they had a large metal bath in the front room and 
when my mother (Marjorie Underwood) came to stay at 
Ralph's had to shut her eyes when passing through. Annie 
had a very sharp sense of humour and asked my mother 
to shut her eyes for a treat then placed a very salty object 
on her tongue. Although she did give Marjorie a sweet 
treat afterwards.

Ralph was engaged to his girlfriend who unfortunately is 
unidentified. Two years after Ralph's death she contacted 
Annie to ask permission to see another boy. 

Ralph's father was killed during the war rewiring the local 
village hall. Apparently some one switched on the lights 
whilst he was working. Having lost her husband Annie 
needed to have an income so she converted part of their 
house 4 Uplands, Swansea Road, Pontarddulais into a 
sweet shop.

Annie Bevan (right) in her sweet shop Pontarddulais



Sergeant Thomas Ralph Bevan (Rear Gunner) 

Position:56.3654 N 9.1852 Ø

R5679

Gronhoj Inn 
Memorial Room

T. R. Bevan 
was discovered here

After the crash a picture of was sent to the family of Ralph in his 
coffin he was stripped and his uniform was laid on top of him.

The loss of R5679 was the only allied aircraft lost that night, Lord 
Haw Haw broadcasting propaganda for the Nazis mentioned the 
names of the crew. 

I visited the place back in the spring of 1993 and found quite a bit 
of corroded structural parts from the aircraft as well as five holes 
in the ground. 
It was then in a plantation. 
I can see on Google Earth that the terrain has changed due to a 
rather bad storm some years ago. The trees has come down and 
new has been planted. 
The position + - three meters is: 56° 21 '55.4 "N 9° 11 '6.61 "W 
Regarding the place where Bevan was found: The original report 
states: Approx 300 meters west of the Gronhoj Inn. It also states: 
The flyer who carried a parachute was issued with english identity 
papers. The German Wehrmacht has taken the body away. A total 
of 7 killed persons from the crashed aircraft has now been found. 

Location: 

Source: www.RAFcommands.com/forum
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Karup Airfield

Gronhoj

Crash Site

Crash site 1944
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II and III

Flight Path 61 Squadron Lancaster R5679 and crash site 

To Eastern Baltic Nissum Fiord 
Fornaes Gedser Head - return same

61 Squadron route 
24/25th September 1942

Designated Flight path to and from Sweet Peas to 61 squadron base at Syreston



Extract ORB 61 squadron 24th September 1942



Accounts of R5724 and R5679 24th September 1942

Lancaster R5724 and R5679 were following then closed in and started to 
attacked close to the same point over shoot up the aircraft, wounding the rear 
Denmark by Ltn. Karl heinz Brandes gunner and mid-upper gunner. The 
7./NJG 2 Lancaster Location not entered: aircraft stalled and the pilot regained 
height 1.900 metres time 02.13hrs Film control at 4,000ft. He dived for cloud and 
C. 2035/II Anerk: Folgt lost the fighters. During the return which 

was very cold the injured men were 
Lancaster R5724  Took off 20.20hrs attended by the crew, and F/SGT 
landed 04.30hrs Crew: Campbell and SGT Gunnel the two pilots 
F/SGT P. Campbell Captain flew the aircraft safely back to base in 
SGT L.D. Gunnell 2nd pilot spite of the fact that all the instruments 
SGT E.H. Corbett Navigator were U/S, and the cockpit was open. SGT 
SGT F.C. Bunclark Air br COAKLEY obtained QDMs and eventually 
SGT S. Smith 1st A.G. a successful belly landing was mad at 
Sgt S.J. Thompson 2nd A.G. WITTERING, F/SGT. Campbell received an 

immediate commission after this trip, and 
F/Sgt. Campbell proceeded to the garden the whole crew received an immediate 
and dropped his veg . A.818 award of the D.F.M.
In the allotted position. On returning 
over Viborg he was fired at, and the flak Lancaster R5679  Took off 19.50hrs – 
commenced a fire inside the aircraft At 
the same time another burst hit the nose Nothing more was heard of SGT. 
of the aircraft blowing in the bombardiers Morrison’s aircraft after take off.  A.817
window, and blew all the glass out of the 
cockpit. Two fighters which had been 



Interceptions Report 



Interceptions Report 



Ltn Karl Heinz Brandes (Night Fighter Pilot) 

It is now a clear that R5679 was shot down by Ltn Karl- 
Heinz Brandes of 7./NJG 2 that night engaging the 
bomber at 1900m at 01.22 hrs on Friday 25th 
September 1942 this was his first attack of the night the 
second being R5724 which crash landed back in the 
UK.

Obit Karl-Heinz Brandes of Nachtjagdstaffel 11./IV./NJG 
3 was to lose his life on the night of the 18th May 1943 
cause unknown his aircraft crashed near to Nissum 10 
kilometres east of Nyk bing  Denmark flying a Junkers 
JU88 C6b 

Ju 88C-6 serial number 360301 crashed near 
Nykøbing 18/5 1943.

The aircraft belonged to 11./ NJG 3 and was coded 
D5+HW.
T/o Grove. Op: Training.

The JU 88 crashed in the afternoon at Nissum Nørre 
Eng due to pilot error. 
The aircraft burst into flames and was a 100% loss.
 
The crew of Pilot Oberleutnant Karl-Heinz Brandes, 
Wop Unteroffizier Hugo Corfu and Engineer Leutnant 
Kurt Klose died and when retrieved from the burned out 
wreck they were brought to Fliegerhorst Grove.
On 22/5 they were all laid to rest in Lemvig cemetery 
with a German chaplain officiating at the graveside 
ceremony.

 

Ø

A JU88C 6a Night fighter most likely 
variant to have shot down R5679

Reichsverteidigung: R.A.F. Bomber 
Command: Mine-laying 25.09.42 
Ltn. Karlheinz Brandes 7./NJG 2
Lancaster Location not entered: 1.900 m. time 02.13
FilmC. 2035/IIAnerk: Folgt

Supplemental Claims from Films & Lists:
25.09.42
Ltn. Karlheinz Brandes 7./NJG 2 Lancaster  time 01.22
Film-C. 2031/I XII. Flg.Kps.

Born 06/06/1920
Died 18/05/1943



Eyewitness Accounts 25th September 1942

Article in Viborg Stifts Folkeblad on 29 July 2009 about LAN R5679 which crashed at 
Grønhøj, sent from the author to  and translated by AS. 

“The sky lit up when the bomber burned” 
A Lancaster bomber was shot down over Grønhøj in 1942. Gudrun Laigaard woke up when 
the plane was flying over Grønhøj Inn.

By Georg Ask Lunden Jensen 
GRØNHØJ: At about 01.22 on 25 September 1942 Gudrun Laigaard, then 22, woke up in 
her bedroom in Grønhøj Inn. ”I woke up because suddenly my bedroom got light. There was 
a very loud noise,” she states. A few minutes earlier a British Avro Lancaster bomber was on 
the return flight to England after having dropped mines into the Baltic Sea, but here it ran 
out of luck. The bomber was attacked by a German night fighter piloted by Ltn Karl Heinz 
Brandes  from Nachtjagdgeschwader 3 and burst into flames near Grønhøj. In the house 
Gudrun Laigaard could hear the noise from the propeller engines of the big aircraft as it, 
burning, came roaring at low height over the village. ”It passed very close over the house. I 
nearly thought that it was going to crash here,” relates Gudrun, now 89, while we sit in the 
old inn looking out of the window to the western outskirts of Grønhøj where the plane fell 
to the ground. 

A big crash 
The plane crashed into a field about 250 metres west of Resenfeldevej 17. It exploded on 
impact and all on board perished. ”A big crash rang out when it hit the ground. I went out on 
the road in front of the inn, and I saw the fire where the plane had crashed,” she says. 
But shortly afterwards German cars came rushing through the village, and she hurried back 
in again. ”They might have seen the crash from the airfield,” she says thinking of the German 
air base Fliegerhorst Grove, today Flyvestation Karup -Karup Air Base. 
One of the crew members had bailed out just before the crash, but the plane had come too 
low, so his parachute did not open up. On the following day his body was found by Marie and 
Edward Betzer, Mønstedvej 16. He had fallen into a hen run behind what today is Mønstedvej 
18, Grønhøj. 
It was reported to the Police who informed the Germans. They arrived with a truck and a 
coffin. The German soldiers threw the dead airman and his parachute on the truck body and 
clapped their hands. 
On the same day Gudrun Laigaard saw that the Germans drove away with the pieces of 
wreckage. Of course people in the village talked about the crashed plane. A common idea 
was that the pilot deliberately might have tried to avoid hitting the village. The flat field and 
moor west of the village must have appeared as a good place for a landing, Gudrun’s son 
Gregers Laigaard thinks. Today he is the innkeeper of Grønhøj Inn. 

Gunnar and his brother Thomas Filbert 

were the first to get to the site after the plane had crashed. They were also some of the 
closest neighbours. According to Kirsten the two brothers saw members of the crew in the 
burning aircraft, but they were unable to do anything. Shortly after German soldiers from 
Karup came and shooed them away.

Frode Andersen, born at Herningvej 64 where he grew up. I was born in 1935, 

so I was 7 years old when it happened. I remember that my sisters had gone to bed and I had 
just gone out to pee before I went to bed.  Then the two planes came at a low height 
shooting like mad at each other and both planes were in flames, Frode Andersen relates. His 
elder brother Aage is still living on the farm.

Close call The war came a little too close that night.  A bullet from one of the 

planes hit our house and made a hole through the seat of a chair that my sister had used 
earlier in the evening, Frode Andersen relates. Today he lives in Viborg.

www.airmen.dk
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Bent Krath witnessed that.
I was 18 years old then and I worked as a farmhand in Fløjgård for Niels Knudsen, Fløjgårde 
5. I and the others on the farm were awakened by a tremendous noise, 
and we ran out to see what was up. It was hard to see anything in the darkness, but I heard 
the sound of the engines and also rounds of machine gun fire when they shot at each other. 
A number of bullets hit the gable of a neighbouring farm and one of them went through the 
window and hit the foot of a bed. Fortunately nobody was hurt, Bent Krath relates. Out of 
curiosity he went to the wreckage the next day to see where it had crashed.

Here I saw a bird-cage in the cockpit with 4 dead carrier-pigeons with rings, Bent Krath 
relates. He wonders if they were in the plane to be let out in case of an air crash. In this case 
it failed.

Only loss 
Today maize grow high in the field where the plane crashed and nothing tells about the tragic 
night during the war.

The British plane numbered R5679 with a crew of 5 British and 2 Canadian airmen was the 
only aircraft of the Royal Air Force that was lost that night. Altogether 51 aircraft flew on 
minelaying operations at Texel, the Frisian Islands, Heligoland and the Baltic Sea on the 
night/morning of 25th September. All members of the crew of 7 were buried in 
Frederikshavn on 29th September 1942.

Monday 8 October 2012 finding the site 

Anders Straarup was assisted by Kirstine Filbert, a neighbour of the site. Kirstine's husband 
Gunnar Filbert and his brother were the first Danes at the crash site but they had to take 
themselves off when the German soldiers from Karup arrived. Much has changed since 1952 
when Kirstine first had the site pointed out by her husband, so it was difficult to point out 
the exact site, but during the search Kurt Mikkelsen, the present owner of a neighbouring 
farm, joined them and he was able to locate the site. "My Dad always said that it was right 
over there!" Kurt stated pointing at the trees and then metal detectors were used.

When part of the wood had been searched and the party came to a forest road all of a 
sudden there were deflections, and then there was an abundance of pieces of wreckage of 
the huge aircraft. There was a small piece of Perspex, a toothed wheel, many small plates and 
a number of cartridges, both complete and blown up.  It was obvious that the plane had been 
in flames and that the collision with the ground had been so fierce that pieces of wreckage 
were scattered over a great area.

On the road
It was almost exclusively on the forest road that pieces of wreckage were found due to the 
fact that the area between the road and the field had been ploughed at one time. Thereby 
other metal parts had been buried so that it is impossible to find them with ordinary metal 
detectors. However, enough pieces have been found to establish the crash site area.

So another piece has been placed in the puzzle that started when the nephew of one of the 
crew members sent an email to Gregers Laigaard to get more information concerning the 
death of his mother's brother. The Englishman had found an article in which Gudrun Laigaard 
had told about the air crash in the way she had experienced it from Grønhøj Kro. The 
nephew had picked up a clue when he had cleared the home of his parents. Both of them 
had so traumatic reactions to events of the war that they did not want to talk about them, 
but after their deaths a great number of documents appeared showing when and how his 
mother's brother had disappeared.

Eyewitness Accounts 25th September 1942
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